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RUTHERFORD'S EXPEDITION AOAINST
THE INDIANS, 17 76.

BY CAFT. 5. A. ASHE.

The march of historical events has often been influenced

by mountain ranges with their intervening valleys and their

meandering streams ; and it is convenient before entering

on an account of Gen. Rutherford's expedition in September,

1776, to give some description of the territory which was the

scene of operations.

While the three great mountain chains trending to the

Southwest lie nearly parallel, towards the Virginia line the

Smokies approach the Blue Eidge, but South of the French

Broad they diverge leaving a wide plateau, high and moun-

tainous, a region remarkable for its fertility and loveliness.

Further west, between the Smokies and the Alleghanies, is an

extensive valley, some sixty miles broad, running from Vir-

ginia to Alabama. It lies like a great trough in the mountain

region. The Holston, the Clinch and the Powells rivers ris-

ing in Virginia flow down it, and being joined by the French

Broad and the Little Tennessee form the Tennessee which

continues in the same direction.

In this region was the home of the Cherokees,* whose chief

* The name Cherokee, it is said, seems to refer to "coining out of the

ground". In many of the Indian languages the name by which this

nation was known is said to have that signification. The old men of the

tribe, as reported by Hewitt, (1778), held the tradition that they had lived

from time immemorial in their mountain homes and had " originally

sprung from the ground there". However, by their language they are

now identified with the Iroquois tribes of the far North, and they are

thought to have been the Rechahecrians, a tribe that came from the moun-
tains to the falls of the James River and made war on the Virginians in 1656.



strongliolds lay to the Southward, and who occupied some

forty towns on the plateau from Pigeon River (near Waynes-

ville) to the Hiwassee ; many towns in the foothills of the

Blue Ridge on the head waters of the Savannah river and a

still greater number in the valley and beyond the Smoky
Mountains called ''the overhill towns." This numerous and

powerful tribe had by treaty been awarded all the territory

lying west of a line running from the White Oak Mountains

(in Polk County) north to the waters of the Watauga, a

branch of the Holston; beyond which white settlements were

forbidden; and on the other hand, the Indians were not to

cross that line without permission.

To the v/estward they claimed as their hunting ground the

territory now embraced in Tennessee and Kentucky. To
the Southward, they occupied the IN^orth-western portion of

South Carolina. In Georgia and Alabama, were the Creeks

and Choctaws ; and to the ISTorthward were the Sha^vnees,

a tribe that originally inhabited lands on the Savannah, but

was driven J^orthward, and at first located in Kentucky, but

being expelled from that region by the Cherokees settled

ISTorth of the Ohio, Kentucky becoming' the debatable land

of these war-like tribes and the scene of their constant war-

fare, and hence kno^vn as "the dark and bloody gTound."

The Indians had long been used as allies by the Whites

in their wars ; the French occupying Canada and claiming

the Mississippi territory had early engaged them in their

warfare against the English Colonists, and in like manner the

English had sought to enlist the friendly tribes for their o^^ti

assistance.

For the purposes of trade and in order to control the In-

dians at the South, the British Government had for years



employed agents to reside among them, wlio reported to the

general superintendent, Captain John Stuart, a distinguished

British officer, who was intimately associated with the Cher-

okees from 1760 until 1777, when because of the disastrous

result of the outbreak he inaugurated he returned to England

where he died in 1779. He had great power over them as

well as with the Creeks and Choctaws. His agent in the

TJppertowns of the Cherokees was a Scotchman named Cam-
eron, who had long resided among them and lived as an

Indian, and exerted great influence over the Cherokee Na-

tion. The lines between the colonies had not been established

even to the Blue Ridge and all beyond was a wilderness

—

Indian country,—and the Cherokees living to the ISTorthwest

of Charleston traded there and had but little intercourse with

J^orth Carolina.

In the i^rogi-ess of settlement the lands of Western JSTorth

Carolina were well occupied at the Southward beyond the

Catawba and at the iSTorthw^ard along the Yadkin to the foot

of the mountains; and in 1769 William Bean, a JSTorth Caro-

linian, crossed the mountains and built the first cabin occu-

pied by a white man on the Watauga River, and shortly after-

wards a stream of settlers from IsTorth Carolina, Virginia and

Pennsylvania pressed down the Tennessee Valley and occu-

pied the fertile lands of the Holston and on the T^ollichunky

(west of Mitchell county) following the Indian trail and the

trading path from the ISTorthward to the Cherokee towns. It

is worthy of remark that this valley was a great open

thoroughfare that nature had provided in the mountains and

it was used as a war path and easy means of communication

between the ISTorthern and Southern Indians.

In our day commerce and traffic with its railroad line fol-
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low the Indian trail of primeval times, and where the echoes

of thundering trains are now heard the war whoops of the

Delawares and of the Shawnees resounded in their forays

against the Cherokees and the Choctaws and the Creeks. As

the settlements on the Watauga and Holston and I^^oUi-

chunky were within the territory accorded to the Cherokees,

that ISTation had become restless and in a measure hostile to

the invading Colonists ; and they naturally looked to the

British Crown, with whom their treaties were made, as the

only source of protection from the encroachments of the ad-

venturous settlers.

In 17Y1 there had been in upper South Carolina an insur-

rection similar to that known as "the Regulation movement"

in N^orth Carolina. It was under the leadership of a man
named Scovell, and although it was easily suppressed, discon-

tent was felt by the Scovellites against the men who had de-

feated them and against the measures they proposed; and

so when the troubles came on with the Mother Country many
of the Scovellites threw themselves into the opposition, be-

coming active Tories. When the Revolutionary war had be-

gun, in order to induce the Cherokees to entertain friendly

sentiments towards the Colonists, following the usual custom

a present consisting in part of ammunition was in the fall

of 1775 sent to them; and as the pack-horses were passing

through upper South Carolina, the Scovellites rose and em-

bodied, and seized the powder, claiming that it was intended

for the Indians to use in making war upon them. This led

to a hasty movement on the part of South Carolina, in which

the inhabitants of Rowan and Mecklenburg counties joined,

to suppress the Scovellites and regain possession of those

munitions of war.



Col. Alexander Martin, of Mecklenburg County, com-

manding two companies of Continentals, and Col. Ruther-

ford, of Rowan, and Col. Tom Polk, of Mecklenburg, com-

manding detachments of militia, hastened into South Caro-

lina and dispersed the malcontents, some of whom fled to the

Cherokees and allied themselves with Cameron who was then

stirring up the Indians against the Colonists. This expedi-

tion, undertaken in December, 1775, because of ' the heavy

snow then on the ground, was known as the snow campaign.

Such was the situation when the British Government

agreed to adopt the plan proposed by Gov. Martin, who had

fled to Fort Johnston on the lower Cape Fear, for the subju-

gation of ISTorth Carolina and the Southern Colonies. This

plan contemplated the use of a large British force on the Sea-

board, the rising of the loyalists in the interior, and an ex-

tensive Indian warfare on the outlying district which it was

expected would engage the attention of the inhabitants so

thoroughly as to prevent any interference with the embody-

ing of the loyalists and their juncture with the British troops

on the Seaboard. Capt. John Stuart, the Indian Superin-

tendent, who for several months in the Spring of 1776 was at

Fort Johnston awaiting the arrival of Gen. Clinton's troops,

said in his report of May 20th, that he had been cut off from

any correspondence with his deputies, and that he had no

instructions up to that time from Gen. Howe or Gen. Clinton

to employ the Indians, yet he proposed to use his utmost en-

deavors to keep the Indians in temper and disposed to act

when required to do so. In the meantime the Continental

Congress had appointed agents to have a meeting with the

Creeks and Cherokees and to engage them to remain neutral,
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and Willie Jones was one of the Commissioners. They met

with many of the Indians at Augusta and succeeded in ob-

taining their promise of neutrality ; but still Capt Stuart re-

ported that he did not despair of getting them to act for his

Majesty's service when found necessary. Later however,

the Continental Congress directed its Commissioners to form

an alliance with the Indians and to engage their active aid,

but before that had been done, the British arranged for the

Cherokees and all the tribes from the Ohio to Alabama to

begin hostilities against the Western borders. Towards the

end of June, fifteen Shawnees were with the Creek I^ation

concerting measures in regard to the War, and the Cherokees

received the war belt from the Shawnees, the Mingoes and

the Delaware ISTations. It was agTeed that a force of five

hundred Creeks, five hundred Choctaws, five hundred Chick-

asaws, and a body of troops from Pensacola together with all

the Cherokee ^KTation, were immediately to fall on the fron-

tiers of Virginia and the two Carolinas. Henry Stuart, a

British agent, wrote to the settlers on the Watauga and ISTol-

lichunky recommending that whoever among them were

willing to join his Majesty's forces should repair to the

King's standard and find protection among the Cherokees

;

those who failed to declare their loyalty were to be cut off

by the Indians.

At that p'eriod when the Provincial Congress of the State

was not in session, the supreme direction of affairs, under

some limitations, was committed to the Council of State com-

posed of thirteen members. A messenger carrying the plans

for the Indian rising to General Gage for his approval was

captured, and information being received by the Council of



the proposed movement of the Indians, General Rutherford

was directed to prepare to withstand them. It was at the

end of June, just when the British made their assault on

Fort Moultrie at Charleston, that the Indians began their

murderous attack on upper South Carolina. President Rut-

ledge on July 7th wrote to the jSTorth Carolina Council that

on the 80th of June the Cherokees had made several prison-

ers, plundered houses and killed some of the settlers. He
ja'oposed a joint movement by which Major Williamson with

about eleven hundred men should proceed from South Caro-

lina against the Lower Cherokees, and a force from ITorth

Carolina should attack the middle towns, and being joined

by Major Williamson should proceed against the settlements

on Valley River and the Hiwassee, while a detachment from

Virginia should come down the Holston and attack the Over-

hill towns. But in advance of his letter, I^orth Carolina was

aroused. The savages did not delav their operations, but

struck quickly.

The Creeks had joined the Cherokees, and together they

rushed up the valley of the Tennessee, intent on devastating

the outlying districts. But from Echota, the Capital of the

]'^^ation, on the Little Tennessee, (some thirty miles west of

Graham County), ISTancy Ward hurriedly sent word of the

intended invasion to the ^^Tiites on the Holston who fled to

their forts for protection. This v/oman was a half-breed

and a niece of Ata-kuUakulla, (the Little Carpenter) one of

the most noted of the Indian Chieftains of that period. In his

younger days he had visited England, to confirm a treaty of

peace with the King, and like Manteo, he had ever remained

a faithful friend of the ^Vhites. At the fearful massacre in
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175S at Fort London,* he had saved the life of Captain -John

Stuart and had secretly carried him to Virginia and arranged

for tlie ransom of the surviving captives ; and at this period

and later, he was a friend of the Colonists in their contest

with the Mother Country. Echota, the capital, was "a peace

town," "a city of refuge," and ISTancy Ward, who bore the

title of "^'beloved woman," was accorded the privilege of talk-

ing in the Councils of the Chiefs and of deciding on the fate

of prisoners, and possessed much influence among the In-

dians ; and upon several occasions she rendered the Whites

great service. Because of her warning, the greater part of

the settlers on the Holston and Watauga escaped from the

irruption of the invading savages ; but a Mrs. Bean, perhaps

the wife of the first settler, and a boy, Moore, were taken

alive. The boy' was burnt at the stake and Mrs. Bean was

also bound to the stake ready for the burning, when ISTancy

A¥ard interfered and saved her life.

In the Spring of 1Y76 the State had been laid off into

* There were two Fort Louclons; one near Winchester. Va. ; and the other

on the Little Tennessee at the junction of Tellico River, near where

Loudon's Station on the railroad now is, a few miles to the west of Echota.

This fort was constructed by the South Carolina forces about 1756 for the

purpose of holding the ^''herokees in check, and was garrisoned by 200

soldiers. In 1758, after a long siege, it was taken by the Indians; and the

siege and the massacre of the garrison and of the whites who had takeu

refuge there form the basis of a very interesting and meritorious novel, the

title being "Old Fcrt Loudon." The author closely fol](jws the historical

account given by Hewitt in his history of South Carolina, written in 1770.

It is particularly commended to the readers of the Booklet. It is in the

Raney Library.

The writer of this article takes this opportunity to acknowledge his

indebtedness to the 19th Annual Report of the Bureau of American Eth-

nology, J. W. P<nvell, director, for much information.
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military districts and Colonel Griffith Rntlierford, of Salis-

bury, had been appointed Brigadier-General of the Western

District. He was an Irishman, not well educated, but a man
of courage, energy, and a born soldier. At the inception

of the troubles, he was Colonel of Rowan County, and year

by year he attained higher eminence and rendered more im-

portant services, until at the very last he drove the British

garrison from Wilmington and freed the State from their

presence. After the war he moved to Tennessee and died

there.

In the first week of July, while the forts on the Holston

were being attacked, bands of warriors crossed the moun-

tains and fell ujDon the unarmed settlers on Crooked Creek

(near Rutherfordton), and a large force established their

lieadquarters on the ISTollichunky, and came up the Toe, and,

passing the Blue Ridge, invaded the frontier of Rowan,

which then extended to the mountains.

The unexpected appearance of these murderous bands in

the outlying settlements caused great consternation, and as

the news spread the backwoodsmen were aroused to resolute

action.

On the 12th of July, General Rutherford wrote to the

Council that he had that day received an express that the

week before there were forty Indians on Crooked Creek (in

the vicinity of Rutherfordton) and that applications were

made him daily for relief ; and he plead for expedition. And
en the next day, he again sent an express to the Council

about the alarming condition of the country, stating that the

Indians were making great progress in destroying and mur-

dering on the frontier of Rowan County. "Thirty-seven

persons," he said, "were killed last Wednesday and Thurs-
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day on the Catawba River," and "I am also informed that

Colonel McDowell and ten men more and one hundred and

twenty women and children are besieged in some kind of a

fort, and the Indians around them; no help to them before

yesterday, and they were surrounded on Wednesday. I

expect the next account to hear is that they are all destroyed.

Pray, gentlemen, consider our distress, send us plenty of

powder, and I hope, under God, we of Salisbury District

are able to stand them ; but if you allow us to go to the ISTa-

tion, I expect you will order Hillsboro District to join Salis-

bury. Three of our Captains are killed and one wounded.

This day I set out with what men I can r^ise for the relief

of the district."

At that time -there was a fort at "Old Fort," constructed

twenty years earlier by the whites as a protection for the

Catawbas against the Cherokees, these tribes being always

at enmity. This fortification being on land owned by Colonel

Davidson, was in 1776 known as Davidson's Fort; and in

it the people of the vicinity found refuge. There was an-

other on Turkey Cove ; a third at Lenoir ; a fourth at War-

rior Ford on Upper Creek, north of Morganton, and several

others in the exposed settlements of Burke County, and in

these the inhabitants assembled.

The plan of operations suggested by President Eutledge

was agreed on and it was arranged that General Rutherford

should march to the Indian Country where he was to be

joined on September 9th by Colonel Williamson, near Cowee
on the Little Tennessee, and together they were to devastate

the Indian towns. Colonel Williamson, who had with him
some Catawba Indians, besides his force of 1,800 whites,

moved with great promptness, and speedily penetrated to the



13

Lower Towns, about the head of the Savannah River, in the

vicinity of Walhalla, which he destroyed, driving the Indians

before him. But at the town of Seneca, Cameron and his

Tories, the Scovellites who had joined him, and a large

number of braves made a desperate stand, but were finally

routed and dispersed ; and Williamson found there and

destroyed, besides other stores, more than six thousand bush-

els of corn. Having completed the destruction of the Lower

Towns, he crossed through Rabun Gap* and hurried to the

rendezvous. His route was north, down the Little Tennessee,

through Macon County, but being delayed he did not make
the juncture at the appointed place.

General Rutherford acted with that energy that ever dis-

tinguished him. On the 19th day of July, he had marched

at the head of 2,500 men to protect the frontier of his

County ; for the men of Western Carolina had sprung to arms

with zeal and avidity, and were animated by a great desire to

inflict heavy punishment upon their murderous foe. The
various ISTorth Carolina detachments under his command.

* Rabun Gap, at the Southern line of Macon county, was a natural gate-

way to the interior of the Indian country from the southward.

It may be interesting to note that the first expedition into the Cherokee

country was made by Col. Maurice Moore, who, just after the Tuscaroras

had been subdued, led a force of white men from the Albemarle settlement

to aid the people of South Carolina, then threatened with extermination

by the Indians. He passed up the Savannah river and through Rabun
Gap and down the Little Tennessee, and a part of his force went even

beyond the Smokies to Echota. That was the route of communication

from the south to the Tennessee Valley. Col. Montgomery, in 1758, going

to the relief of Fort Loudon, followed the same route and fought a battle

near Franklin and was defeated and driven back by the Indians. A few

months later he distinguished himself with Wolfe, at Quebec, and in 1775,

being a Major-General in the Continental army, was killed at Quebec.
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having organized at different points, concentrated at David-

son's (Old Fort). Leaving the main body there, on the 29th

of July, with a detachment of 500 men, Rutherford

crossed the mountains to dislodge a force of some 200 braves

who had established themselves on the iSTollichunky, from

where they had made their incursions on the frontier.

As it was not until the 9th of September that he was to

unite with Williamson at a point only eighty miles distant,

he spent the month of August in protecting the exposed set-

tlements and in preparing for the expedition. He was rein-

forced by a regiment of militia from Surry under the com-

mand of Colonel Martin Armstrong, among whose Captains

was Benjamin Cleveland, with whom was William Lenoir,

afterwards the well-known General, and William Gray, as

Lieutenants. They joined Rutherford at Catchey's Fort;

while another regiment of three hundred men from Surry

under Colonel Joe Williams, crossed the mountains further

north and joined Colonel Christian and his Virginians at

Big Island on the Holston.

General Rutherford was skilled in Indian warfare and

knew the advantage of swift and sudden movement, and the

disadavantages of allowing the Indian enemies an oppor-

tunity of harrassing his army in the coves of the mountains

while oh the march. His men were well armed and equipped,

and every precaution was taken to proceed with dispatch,

and secrecy, and not only to make the expedition successful

but to put an end to all apprehensions of any future trouble

from the Indians. On the 23rd of August, the Council of

State being then in session at Wake Court House, President

Samuel Ashe wrote to General Rutherford by General Per-

son, making suggestions, and Person found the army ready
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to move, and on the 1st of September it entered Swannanoa
Gap and pressed forward. In the meantime a regiment from

Orange Comity, under Colonel Joseph Taylor, was dis-

patched to reinforce Rutherford, but on reaching the moun-
tains about the middle of August its assistance was found

unnecessary, and it was disbanded and the men returned

home.

When Rutherford moved, he proceeded with great rapid-

ity and with such secrecy that he passed fifty miles into the

wilderness without being discovered by the Indians. His

route was said to have been across the Blue Ridge at Swan-

nanoa Gap, then following the Swannanoa to its junction with

the French Broad, across the latter river at Warrior Ford

(below Asheville). His course was thence up Hominy
Creek and across the ridge to Pigeon River ; then to Rich-

land Creek (crossing it just above Waynesville) and over

the dividing ridge, between Haywood and Jackson Counties,

to the head of Scott's Creek, which he followed to its junction

with the Tuckaseegee.

All of this journey through the mountains was a very

arduous and difiicult .performance. Yfithout a road and

sometimes without even a trail, he led his army over moun-

tains and across streams, a hard undertaking even under

favorable circumstances, and he pursued his way in momen-
tary danger of attack by his wily foe. But so sagacious was

he that every obstacle was successfully overcome, and it was

not until he had penetrated two-thirds of his way into the

forest that his movement was discovered. His men were

in fine spirits, and keenly enjoyed the excitement of their

march through the solitude of the mountains and were eager

to meet the enemy. At length he reached a point only thirty
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miles distant from the Middle Settlements on the Tuckasee-

gee. Here a detachment of a thousand men was sent for-

ward by a forced march to surprise the Indians in their

towns and fall upon them like a thunderbolt. Pursuing their

quiet but rapid journey, they came upon some thirty Indians

who disputed their progress ; but after a short encounter the

enemy fled, having wounded only one man and killed none.

But they carried information of the invasion to the settle-

ment, and when Kutherford reached the towns they had all

been evacuated. Without losing time he began the work of

destruction and speedily devastated the fields and burnt every

house. Y\"hen this was accomplished he took another detach-

ment of 900 men, with ten days' provisions, and hurried

along the Little Tennessee, and then on to attack the settle-

ments on Valley River and the Hiwassee, destroying every

town as he reached it.

Williamson was to have met him with the South Carolina

force at Cowee, but not arriving, Rutherford proceeded alone.

Without an intelligent guide he found great difficulty in

making his way through that unlmo^vn country and was

much embarrassed in his march. But even this circumstance

proved fortunate. He missed the usual trail, and crossed the

Nantahala Mountains at an unaccustomed place. The usual

route lay through Waya Gap, where the trail crosses from

Cartoogoya Creek of the Little Tennessee to Laurel Creek

of Nantahala River ; and there five hundred braves lay in

ambush expecting to destroy his army, as they had beat

back Montgomery's twenty years before. For several days

they had lain in position awaiting his coming, and ignorant

of his movement they still waited, while he crossed further

down and reached the headwaters of Vallev River.
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In a brief diary kept by Captain Charles Polk, who com-

manded a company in this expedition, he says: ^'On Thurs-

day, the 12th of September, we marched down the river three

miles to Cowee town and in camp. On this day there was

a party of men sent down this river (TsTuckessey*) ten miles,

to cnt down the corn; the Indians fired on them as they

were cutting the corn an'd killed Hancock Polk, of Colonel

Beekman's regiment." On Friday, the 13th, they remained

in camp in Cowee Town. On Saturday, the 14th, "we

marched to ISTuckessey Town, six miles higher up the river,

and encamped. On Sunday, the 15th, one of Captain Irwin's

men was buried in IvTuckessey Town. On Monday, the 16th,

we marched five miles—this day with a detachment of 1,200

men, for the valley towns, and encamped on the waters of

Tennessee River. Mr. Hall preached a sermon last Sunday

;

in time of the sermon the express we sent to the South army
returned. On Tuesday, the lYth, we marched six miles and

arrived at a to^AH called ISTowee, about 12 o'clock ; three guns

were fired at Robert Harris, of Mecklenburg, by the Indians,

said Harris being the rear of the army. We marched one

mile from N^owee and encamped on the side of a steep moun-
tain without any fire. (C. L. Hunter's sketches of W. JST. C,
p. 189.)

His route seems to have been southward of the present

town of Whittier, and do^vn Cowee Creek to the waters of

Little Tennessee in the present county of Macon, and then

across to Valley River. Every town upon the Tuckaseegee

and tlie upper part of Little Tennessee, thirty-six towns in

all, were destroyed, the corn cut down or trampled under

* Doubtless "Tuckaseegee".
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the hoofs of stock driven into the fields for that purpose, and

the stock itself killed or carried off. His army ascended

Cartoogaja Creek, west from the present town of Franklin,

to the JSTantahala Mountains ; and from the l!^antahala

(about Jarrett Station) the route lay across the mountains

into the present county of Cherokee to Valley River, and

down the Valley River to the Hiwassee, at the site of the pres-

ent town of Murphey. The Indian braves being away, the

towns on Valley River were destroyed each in turn, and it

was as if a besom of destruction had swept over those settle-

ments, so sudden and rapid was Rutherford's movement and

so destructive his action. Two days after Rutherford's army
had escaped falling into the ambuscade prepared for them

at Waya Gap, Coionel Williamson with the South Carolina

troops hurrying on and crossing by the usual trail, notwith-

standing he had Catawba Indians as scouts, fell into the trap

and lost twelve killed and twenty wounded. The Indians,

however, suffered still more heavily and were finally put to

rout. In destroying the Valley towns General Rutherford

killed twelve Indians and captured nine, and he also took

seven white men, from whom he got four negroes, consider-

able stock and leather and about one hundred weight of gun-

powder and a ton of lead which they were conveying to

Mobile. His own loss was slight. On the whole expedition

he lost but three men. (Vol. 10, Col. Records, p. 861.) He
had the good fortune to avoid a pitched battle, and with

great skill he moved with such celerity that he was attacked

but once on the route, and then only by some thirty Indians.

It will be seen that his operations were entirely within the

limits of the present State of ISTorth Carolina ; still the Valley

settlements were so distant that at that time it was a very
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arduous undertaking for Rutherford to lead his expedition

through the unbroken forests of the mountains to the banks

of the Hiwassee.

It had been expected that the two armies would unite

on the 9th of September on the Little Tennessee, but Wil-

liamson being delayed, Rutherford crossed the ]^[antahala

Mountains, and it was not until the 26th that Colonel Wil-

liamson effected a junction with Rutherford's force on the

Hiwassee. The work had then been done. All the towns,

the corn and everything else that might be of service to the

Indians of that region had been entirely destroyed, and the

Valley settlement was obliterated.

A fortnight after General Rvitherford had begun his

march, the Council of State, which had adjourned from

Wake Court House to Salisbury so as to be nearer the scene

of operations, sent Colonel Avery, provided with an escort,

to confer with the General and to carry directions that he

should, after destroying the towns, erect some forts in the

Indian Country and send a detachment to assist Colonel

Christian in his operations against the Overhill towns, and

on his return he should cut a road through the mountains for

future use.

On the arrival of Colonel Williamson's force a conference

of officers was held and the subject of assisting Colonel Chris-

tian was considered, but it was deemed utterly impracticable

to cross the Smoky Mountains, for the gap through those

mountains was found to be impassable for an army in case of

opposition; and it was agreed that having expelled the In-

dians and accomplished all they could they should return

home.

Their work indeed had been fully performed. As the
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army advanced every house in every settlement had been

burned, ninety houses in one town alone, and the fields were

utterly devastated. The Indians were driven, homeless refu-

gees without food or raiment, save what they wore, into the

dark recesses of the ISTantahala, or to more remote localities

beyond the mountains. Some sought shelter at the Overhill

towns, but the greater number turned to the southwest and

found a temporary home on the Coosawatchee River with the

Creeks, and others made their painful way to their British

allies in Florida, where 500 of them were received and sup-

plied with food during that winter. Indeed the effect upon

the Cherokees of this invasion by more than 4,000 well armed

men was appalling. ISTearly all of their towns and posses-

sions east of the Smokies were effaced ; and desolate wander-

ers they were, fugitives and outcasts, like wild animals

without shelter and dependent on acorns and chestnuts and

wild game for subsistence. Satisfied with the result of their

operations, which had been so well conducted that there had

been but little loss of life, Williamson and Rutherford now
turned their faces homeward. Rutherford on his return pur-

sued the same route by which he had advanced, and the road

he cut through the mountains has since been known as "Ruth-

erford's Trace." The time occupied was rather more than

a month, and he reached Salisbury early in October and at-

tended the meeting of the Provincial Congi'ess, which met

on the 12th of ]Srovember at Halifax, he being an important

member of that body.

Further to the northward Colonel William Christian as-

sembled his men on the ITolston in August, there being among
them the regiment from Surry County under Colonel Joseph

Williams, Colonel Love and Major Winston. He pressed
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cautiously along the great Indian war patli to the

crossing of the French Broad, and then advanced with-

out opposition to the Little Tennessee, where early in

JSTovember he was proceeding to destroy the to^vns one after

the other. So swift and strong had been the action

of the Colonists that the Indians, unable to resist,

now sought terms of peace; and Colonel Christian was the

more willing to be lenient as he hoped to draw their

trade to Virginia and away from South Carolina. He sent

out some runners, and several of the head men came into his

camp and agreed to surrender all their prisoners and to cede

to the whites all the disputed territory occupied in the Ten-

nessee settlements. On their solemn promise that such a treaty

should be made when the tribe could be assembled. Christian

suspended hostilities and withdrew his force. An exception

was made, however, as to two towns, especially the to^vn

of Tuskeegee, which had been concerned in the burning of

the Moore boy who was captured along with Mrs. Bean,

which was destroyed ; but the peace town of Echota was not

molested.

Colonel Williams was not pleased with Colonel Christian's

action. From Citico town on the Little Tennessee under date

of the 6th of J^ovember, 177 Q, he wrote to the President of

the Congress as follows : "AgTeeable to instructions from

General Rutherford, I marched three hundred men from

Surry County and joined the Virginians against the Overhill

Cherokee Indians, the whole commanded by Colonel Wil-

liam Christian. We arrived in Tomotly (one of their towns)

the 18th ultimo, and have been lying in their towns till this

day ; nothing done except burning five of their towns, and

patched up a kind of peace (a copy of which you have en-
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closed). I propose waiting on you myself as soon as I re-

turn to North Carolina, at which time will endeavor to give

a more particular account. I have this day obtained leave

to return with my battalion."

Another letter from him to the Congress from Surry

County, dated the 22nd of JSTovember, says: ""J sent a copy

of the articles of peace ; I now send you a copy of a letter

from Colonel Christian to Colonel Russell; both of which

are convincing proof to me that some of the Virginia gentle-

men are desirous of having the Cherokees under their pro-

tection, which I humbly conceive is not their right, as almost

the whole of the Cherokee Country lies in the limits of

-Xorth Carolina and ought, I think, to be under their protec-

tion, and hope will be the opinion of every member belong-

ing to this State. As our frontiers are inhabited far beyond

where tlie Colony line is extended, in order to avoid further

disputes, it would be well for commissioners to be appointed

from each Colony and have the line extended, otherwise by

all probability there will be great contentions in our fron-

tiers."

By a treaty made in South Carolina, the following May,
the Lower Cherokees surrendered all their remaining terri-

tory in South Carolina, except a narrow strip, and in July

by treaty at the Long Island, as had been arranged by Colo-

nel Christian, the Middle and Upper Cherokees ceded all

their possessions east of the Blue Eidge, together with all

the disputed territory on the Vv-'atauga, Xolliehunky, Upper

Holston and ISTew River ; and an agent was appointed to rep-

resent the whites and to reside at Echota and prevent any

movements unfriendly to the American cause.

General Rutherford reached Salisburv early in October,
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aucl to destroy some towns not in his route, and perhaps to

aid Colonel Christian, then beyond the Smokies in the Ten-

nessee Valley, he directed Captain William Moore to collect

his company of Light Horse and to join Captain Harden of

the Tryon Troops, and to return into the Indian Country.

Captain Moore's account of this expedition has been pre-

served. (Vol. 10, Col. Records.) The entire force num-
bered about one hundred horsemen. They left Cathey's Fort

on the 29tli of October and pushed on down to the Tuckasee-

gee River, but on arriving at the Tuskaseegee and in the

vicinity of the tow^n of Too Cowee (which was situated over

the Cowee Mountain on the exact ground recently occupied

by the residence of Hon. W. H. Thomas, for many years the

Senator from Jackson County and well known as the Chief

of the Cherokee Tribe), Moore pressed on with great vigor,

hoping to reach the town before night. But the distance

]:)roved greater than he expected, and he did not reach it imtil

next morning. The enemy having become alarmed had all

fled, and the town, consisting of tw^enty-five houses, was

destroyed, together with the orchards and fields of the In-

dians. The location of this settlement is said to be just above

the present railroad bridge of Whittier in Swain County.

A detachment left the main body and pursued the fugitives

northward- on the other side of the river to Oconaluftee River

and Soco Creek. This detachment was under Captain Moore,

and after many experiences it finally crossed "a prodigious

mountain where it felt a severe shock of an earthquake," and

then steered a course east and south two days through "pro-

digious mountains which were almost impassable and struck

the road in Richland Creek Mountains and returned to Pig-

eon River."
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The murderous warfare of the savages begot a similar

spirit of fierce revenge on the part of the hardy spirits who
had to struggle with them in the distant mountains, and the

life of an Indian was seldom spared unless for the purpose of

converting him into a slave. The whites practiced the art of

scalping with equal skill as the Red Man, and boasted of

their prowess by exhibiting their bloody scalps. A^Tien Cap-

tain William Moore's horsemen were returning and arrived

at Pigeon River, a dispute arose between him and tlie whole

body of officers and men concerning the sale of the prisoners.

He deemed it his duty to submit the question to the Congress

whether they should be sold as slaves or not, but "the greater

part swore bloodily that if they were not sold slaves upon the

spot, they would kill and scalp them immediately," upon
which the Captain was obliged to give way. In his report,

he says : "The three prisoners were sold for 242 pounds,

while the whole amount of plunder amounted to above eleven

hundred pounds." "Our men," he adds, "were very spirited

and eager for action, and Vv'ere very desirous that your Honor

Avould order them upon a second expedition."*

The following relative to General Rutherford may be of

interest: The Rutherfords were originally Scotch, and for

centuries they were classed among the most ancient and pow-

erful families in Teviotdale, on the borders of England. One
of the most distinguished of the name was Rev. Samuel Ruth-

erford, who, in 1644, published his "Lex Rex," which gives

him a prominent place among the early writers on Constitu-

* Moore's report is sometimes improperly quoted as giving an account

of Rutherford's expedition. Moore's expedition was a subsequent foray

into the Indian country.
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tional Laws. On the Restoration this work was ordered to be

burnt and he was charged with high treason, but died in 1661

before he was brought to triaL Later some members of his

family removed from Scotland to Ireland, where John Ruth-

erford married a Miss Griifith, a lady from Wales. Their

son, Griffith Rutherford, sailed from Ireland to America in

1739, accompanied by his wife and their only son, Griffith,

then about eight years of age. The parents died either on

the voyage or soon after their arrival, and young Griffith

Rutherford fell to the care of an old German couple. He
came to Rowan county, ISTorth Carolina, probably about 1753,

along with the early settlers, being then about 22 years of

age.

In 1756 he purchased from James Lynn two tracts of land

on the south fork of Grant's Creek, about seven miles south-

west of the little settlement of Salisbury, and adjoining the

land of James Graham, whose sister, Elizabeth, he married

about that time. Their son, James Rutherford, killed at the

Battle of Eutaw, was a Major in 1780 and was born probably

in 1757. Although General Rutherford's education was not

a finished one, it was not so deficient as to be a hindrance to

him in public life. His association was with the best people

of his section and his residence was in the center of the

Locke settlement.

A man of strong character , resolute and determined and of

unusual capacity and sterling worth, he early attained a posi-

tion of prominence. He was a member of the Assembly as

early as 1769, and about that time, perhaps earlier, he was
Sheriff of Rowan County. He was in the Assembly of 1770
and 1771, and at that time was Captain of his militia com-
pany from his section of Rowan.
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When in 1771 the Regulators of Rowan County questioned

the legality of the fees taken by the officers of that county,

Rutherford and Frohawk and Alexander Martin and other

officers agreed to refer the matters in dispute to a committee

of prominent citizens, some being chosen from among the

leaders of the Regulation and others so respectable as to have

the entire confidence of the people, such as Matthew Locke

and Thomas Person. This agreement was entered into at

Salisbury on March 7, 1771, and was entirely satisfactory

to both officers and the people, and if it had not been inter-

fered with, but had been carried into effect, it probably would

have been the entire solution of the questions then agitating

the people. But Governor Tryon disapproved of it as being

unconstitutional -and pressed forward his military movement
that resulted in the Battle of Alamance. Rutherford, being

Captain of the militia company, was active in enforcing law

and order and restraining the excesses of the Regulators, and

he led his company into General Waddell's camp, but it was

by his advice that Waddell retired before the Regulation

forces and avoided a battle with the people. Immediately

after the Battle of Alamance he, along with Waddell's other

troops joined Tryon's army and he continued on that service

as long as necssary. Yet it is to be observed that if the

course agreed upon by Rutherford in March had been ad-

hered to and not disallowed by Governor Tryon, the Regula-

tors would probably have been entirely satisfied and the

country pacified, and there would have been no conflict and

no necessity to resort to force in order to maintain la\^' and

th- fiuthority of government.

The people continued to elect Rutherford to represent them

in the Assembly, and he was a member in the Legislature of
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1773 and 1774, and he was elected a member of the Provin-

cial Congress of 1775 and was appointed a member of the

Committee of Safety for Rowan Connty, and Colonel of that

county. He was in all the subsequent Provincial Congresses

and assisted in forming the State Constitution, Indeed, for

years he had been one of the prominent and strong men in

the Legislature, active and always forward in important busi-

ness. In April, 1776, he was appointed Brigadier General

for the Western District, and was Senator from Rowan from

1777 to 1786, except when a prisoner of war in 1781 and

1782.

During the Revolution he was among the most active and

enterprising military men in the State. He led the Rowan
Regiment to South Carolina against the Scovellite Tories in

the "Snow Campaign" in December, 1775, and conducted the

expedition against the Indians in September, 1776. The fol-

lowing years quiet reigned in ISTorth Carolina, but in 1779

he carried his brigade to the Savannah to the aid of General

Lincoln; and in June, 1780, he suppressed the Tories at

Ramseur's Mills and threatened Lord Rawdon in South Car-

olina, and dispersed the Tories on the Yadkin. Indeed, he

was ever a terror to the disaffected and maintained the author-

ity of the State with great activity. He marched with Gates

to Camden, where he fell badly wounded, and being taken

prisoner was confined at St. Augustine. In the summer of

1781 he was exchanged, and at once calling his brigade to-

gether, he resolutely marched against Major Craig at Wil-

mington. On his way, he drove the Tories before him, and

about the middle of l^ovember, approached the town; but

Major Craig had then heard of the surrender of Cornwallis,
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and He hurriedly evacuated Wilmington, retired from the

Cape Fear and escaped.

In 1786 General Rutherford moved to Tennessee, where

he settled in Sumner County, and in 1794, upon the organi-

zation of the territory south of the Ohio, President Washing-

ton appointed him a member of the Legislative Council for

the Goverment of the "Territory of the United States South

of the Ohio," and he was elected President of that body.

Six years later, in 1800, he died at his home in Sumner
County, much lamented in Tennessee. His son, John Ruth-

erford, married a daughter of Matthew Locke, the founder

of the Locke family of Rowan County, and Mrs. E. A. Long,

of Memphis, Tenn., is one of his descendants.
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