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Preservation of North Carolina's World
War Records

By R. B. House,

Collector of War Records for North Carolina Historical Commission

One of the first acts of the ISTorth Carolina Council of De-

fense was the appointment of a Historical Committee under

the leadership of Mr. R. D. W. Connor, Secretary of the

ISTorth Carolina Historical Commission. Thus, at the very-

beginning of the war, the State of ITorth Carolina organized

the work of preserving its history.

The Historical Committee strove by means of circular ap-

peals to all citizens of the State, and by the appointment

of representatives in the several counties, to preserve docu-

ments illustrating every phase of IsTorth Carolina's participa-

tion in the war.

The culmination of the Historical Committee's work was

the enactment by the General Assembly in 1919 of the fol-

lowing provision for the collection of war records, and the

preparation of a history, being sections 3-6 of Chapter 114,

Public Laws of 1919.

"Section 3. That for the purpose of putting in permanent and ac-

cessible form the history of the contribution of North Carolina and

of her soldiers, sailors, airmen, and civilians to the Great World War
while the records of those contributions are available, the North

Carolina Historical Commission is hereby authorized and directed to

employ a person trained in the study of history and in modern his-

torical methods of investigation and writing, whose duty it shall be,

under the direction of said Historical Commission, to collect as fully

as possible data bearing upon the activities of North Carolina and

her people in the said Great World War, and from these to prepare

and publish as speedily as possible an accurate and trustworthy illus-

trated History of North Carolina in the Great World War.
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Sec. 4. The said history shall give a reliable account of the:

(a) Operations of the United States Government in North Caro-

lina during the war

;

(&) Operations of the North Carolina State .Government in war
times

;

(c) Operations of county and local government in war times;

id) War work of volunteer organizations;

(e) Military, naval, and air service of North Carolina units and of

individual North Carolina soldiers, sailors, and airmen

;

(/) Organization and services of the Home Defense;

ig) A roster of North Carolina soldiers, sailors, and airmen in

the war

;

(h) Services of North Carolinians in national affairs during the

war;

(i) Effects of the war on agriculture, manufacturing, transporta-

tion, finance, trade and commerce in North Carolina

;

ij) Social and welfare work among the soldiers and their de-

pendents
;

(fc) Contributions of schools and churches to the war and the

effect of war on education and religion

;

(Z) Such other phases of the war as may be necessary to set forth

the contributions of the State and her people to this momentous event

in the world's history.

Sec. 5. That after the preparation of such history the said Histori-

cal Commission shall have the same published and paid for as other

State printing, and said Historical Commission shall offer such his-

tory for sale at as near the cost of publication as possible : Provided,

that one copy of such history shall be furnished free to each public

school library in North Carolina which shall apply for the same:

Provided also, that said Historical Commission may exchange copies

of said history for copies of other similar histories of the war ; and

Provided further, that all receipts from the sale of said history shall

be covered into the State Treasury."

The North Carolina Historical Commission appointed R.

B. House to direct the work of collecting war records. The

Collector of War Records took up his duties June 16, 1919,

under the foregoing Chapter enjoining on him the two-fold

task of collecting all data concerning North Carolina in the

World War, and the preparation of a history of North Caro-

lina in the World War. The collection of data is at present

the paramount purpose of the department.

In the chapter of the law outlining his duties, the plan for

collecting war records extends from that of collecting data
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about the government of the United States, the government

of North Carolina, the local government of counties and

communities, down to the records of individual soldiers,

sailors and civilians. The first step taken by the Collector was

to make a survey of official records produced by the war.

About this time representatives from other State War History

Organization met in conference in Washington, D. C, to

organize some general plan of surveying the archives of the

national government and finding out what records were neces-

sary for use by the States. The outcome of this conference

was a committee to work with the Adjutant General and with

the JSTavy Department to systematize the transcript of service

records that will be given to the Adjutant Generals of the

various States, and in the second place, the formation of an

association with a membership of $200 a year, which asso-

ciation maintains a bureau of research in Washington for the

purpose of assuring to each State its quota of records in the

national government.

The next step was a survey of record-producing agencies

in the State Departments. The records of the State Council

of Defense, the State Food Administration, and the State

Fuel Administration have been turned over to the Depart-

ment of War Records. The Adjutant General is in constant

cooperation with the Collector of War Records in regard to

the preparation of a roster of all ISTorth Carolina men in the

service. The departments of State, Education, Health, Agri-

culture, and Labor and Printing have been canvassed, and

they are holding in reserve their correspondence until the

Collector of War Records can go through these files and take

out what pertains to the World War.

The official records of government organizations in the

counties and the records of volunteer war work organizations

are in a somewhat chaotic condition. Repeated circular let-

ters to practically every such agency in the State, visits to

them here and there, and the work of volunteer representa-

tives of the Historical Commission in the various localities



84 THE NOETH CAKOLIJSTA BOOKLEB

reveal the fact that in some cases records have been destroyed,

in other cases that no records have been kept, and yet again

that where records are kept the officials of the various organi-

zations are lax in responding to the request of the Collector

for these records.

In an effort to stimulate local interest in the various lo-

calities, the Collector of War Records has endeavored to se-

cure in each county a representative for the white race and

one for the colored race to organize and direct the work for

the various counties. White collectors have been secured in

sixty-four counties and colored collectors have been secured

in sixty-two counties. The work of these collectors has been

spasmodic and somewhat ineffective, and just now plans are

maturing for a conference of these collectors to be held in

Raleigh for the eastern collectors and in Salisbury for the

western collectors, in an effort to put on a drive for war ma-

terial in North Carolina and to organize a State association

for the collection of war records.

Various organizations, however, have offered their coopera-

tion to the Collector of War Records in getting together data

concerning the war, notably the Red Cross, the American

Legion, the D. A. R., and the North Carolina Division of

the U. D. C. All of these organizations have passed resolu-

tions approving the work of the Historical Commission and

pledging themselves to appoint local committees to carry on

the work. The J). A. R. is especially interested in compiling

military records. The U. D. C. is also supplementing this

work. The American Legion is preparing a type of blank

which will be filled out in duplicate by each member of the

Legion joining, one copy of which shall be sent to the His-

torical Commission. Also, after some efforts by correspon-

dence, the ISTorth Carolina Federation of Women's Clubs has

pledged its support to the work, and they are preparing re-

ports of their work. It seems that these war work organiza-
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tions will eventually enable the Collector of War Records to

secure individual reports from each community organiza-

tion.

Response from local draft boards and coimty councils of

defense has been so meager as to make a change of tactics

necessary, and as yet no definite system of obtaining these

records has been devised. It is hoped that an examination

of the records of the State Council of Defense will open up

ways of securing clues to information in the various counties

that will supplement references to these counties in the gener-

al reports of the State Council of Defense.

Through the publicity given to this work and the efforts

of particularly active collectors in various sections of the

State and by correspondence with individuals possessing col-

lections, a valuable collection of letters, photographs, scrap

books, and other individual material is being brought to-

gether.

The general duties of the Collector of War Records may be

divided under the heads of administrative work in the office,

field work, publicity, and research. Under the head of ad-

ministration comes the conduct of a voluminous correspon-

dence, both by the writing and answering of individual let-

ters and by the sending out of circular letters, several thou-

sand of which have been issued from the office. The task of

administration has somewhat overbalanced the other three di-

visions of the work. Field work on the whole has been un-

satisfactory, because at present the general nature of the work

is not sufficiently advertised in the various counties to make a

trip very profitable, and better results have been accomplished

by the securing of local organizations from the office. How-

ever, valuable clues of various material have been collected

by trips in Pitt County, Halifax, Warren, Guilford and

Orange counties, by a trip to the reunion of the Old Hickory

Division in Greenville, S. C, and by a trip to the Confer-

ence of State War History Organizations in Washington,

D. C.



86 THE NORTPI CAROLINA BOOKLET

In the department of publicity three bulletins have been

issued by the office, which have been included in letters ; one

arguing for the preservation of materials as a civic duty, and

two outlining in some detail the materials wanted and the

methods by which they can be collected.

Research work has in general been devoted to answering

questions coming in from various individuals, furnishing

lists of soldiers in various communities, and in general acting

as a clearing house of information about the State in the war.

Concrete results of this system may be shown by the follow-

ing digest of materials on hand

:

Of l^orth Carolina units we have nine official histories and

collections of official papers.

By correspondence with officers of the army and navy,

twenty collections of individual records have been secured.

Eleven collections of individual soldiers' letters, three diaries,

official records of Distinguished Service Cross citations, some

300 photographs.

Histories of 33 chapters of the Red Cross, reports from

the County Council of Defense in 14 counties, official re-

ports on the five Liberty Loan drives, and a valuable collec-

tion of letters and reports showing individual features of

these drives.

Lists of drafted men from every county in the State, com-

plete records of the Food Administration, complete records

of the Fuel Administration, complete records of the North

Carolina Council of Defense.

Program of cooperation with the American Legion insur-

ing all the records made by them up to date, complete records

of the War Camp Community Service, fragmentary collec-

tion of material about the work of women in the war.

Five collections of county history, complete records of

Jewish military service in !North Carolina, and a miscel-

laneous collection on economics, education, religion ; the New
York Times war volumes, 20 in all ; complete files of the
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Army and Navy Journal through the years of the war; files

of the Stars and Stripes, with the exception of about 20 num-

bers; and miscellaneous periodicals, pamphlets and publica-

tions not kept in the State Library.

While this digest of material attempts to outline the nature

of documents on hand, nevertheless no elaborate system of

cataloguing and digesting this material has been attempted,

and therefore it is quite possible that information more than

is mentioned in the above digest may be found.

The materials in hand are very fragTuentary and the work

is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of publication. This is

due to three causes : First, the fact that most of the docu-

ments desired are not yet mature enough for collection, most

of them being in the hands of the organization preparing

them. In the second place, the people are not yet educated

to the full value of preserving war records and are corre-

spondingly unresponsive to pleas for help. In the third place,

the force of the Department of War Records is entirely inade-

quate to a speedy survey and canvass of so large a State as

Korth Carolina.

On the other hand, it is extremely doubtful whether a

larger force and an attempt to speed up the work would pro-

duce paying results, for the simple reason that the collecting

and digesting of this material is entirely a matter of time and

study.

A more extensive and hearty cooperation of the people of

l^orth Carolina, however, is absolutely essential to success in

this undertaking. The people possess the records to do with

what they will, and the success of the Collector of War Rec-

ords waits on their pleasure. If they choose to pay no atten-

tion to the need of prompt and speedy action in preserving

records that are speedily being destroyed, the history of the

war must be consequently incomplete. But if they choose

to cooperate with the Collector, both in giving him records

in their personal possession, and in urging like action on their
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neiglibors, then nothing can prevent the history from being

full and accurate, for the work has started in ample time.

The Collector of War Records urges, therefore, that all

patriotic citizens of ISTorth Carolina donate enough of their

time and attention to finding out what is wanted of them. A
postal card to the Collector of War Records will bring full

particulars. And there is no citizen of the State who cannot

be of service in preserving the history of these times.
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Some Autograph Writings of General

Joseph Graham

Miss Hinton :—I hand you for publication in the Booklet

some autograph writings of Gen. Joseph Graham, which I

did not have until two or three years after the publication of

the book, "Gen. Joseph Graham and his Revolutionary Pa-

pers."

1st. Autobiography of Gen. Jos. Graham.

"I was the third son by a second wife; my father lived

in the State of Pennsylvania in Chester County near a mill

on White Clay Creek, then belonging to the Hon. Judge

Evans. I was born on the 13th of October, 1759, at said

place, about five years after which my father died leaving

behind him three sons and two daughters, the oldest of which

was but nine years of age. He had a lease of the land of said

Evans which expired about a year after his decease. This

induced my mother at that period to remove to Carolina,

as she had been encouraged to do by a distant relation who

lived there. She removed in the autumn of the year 1765

to Mecklenburg County in ISTorth Carolina, and the winter

following moved as far to the south as Tyger River. The land

she settled on not being her own and the situation being almost

a frontier to the Indians, together with the weakness of the

settlement so that no prospect offered for the schooling of her

children, induced her to return to Mecklenburg in the year

1767 after residing two years on Tyger. Having procured

a tract of land nigh Charlotte a servant man whom she

brought out together with us cleared some land, got up a cabin

and not long after sent us to school. My oldest brother by

this time having acquired more steadiness from his age than

the rest of us, or perhaps his capacity was better, made con-

siderable progress in v^o-iting, arithmetic, etc., in so much

that she was generally advised by the neighbors to send him

to the grammar school which together with his own inclina-
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tion periisaded her to agree he began in the year —74. The

interest due on the money coming to us of my father's estate

was the only fund promised to support his education, her

finances by this time would not admit of any aid and that was

not more than sufficient for that purpose. He having the ad-

vantage of a number of books besides those of Greek and

Latin I did not fail to read them with attention, especially

History, GeogTaphy and the Sciences, still had it in view

to go to the grammar school if circumstances would admit."

'^He never realized his anticipations to attend Queen's

College or the grammar school as it was generally called.

About the time he and George would have been ready to enter

the school, they entered the American Army and served dur-

ing the war, George entering in December, 1775, and Joseph

on May 18, 1878. ISTot having sufficient money from the

funds designated for the education of himself and his broth-

ers, he and George concluded that as John was the oldest

they would give him the first opportunity, that it was better

to have one boy well educated than three with only a partial

education. John graduated at Queen's College in 1778, and

afterwards attended Jefferson Medical College at Philadel-

phia, having read medicine with Dr. Rush, one of the most

noted physicians of that time, who took him into practice with

him. He afterwards became a surgeon in the Revolutionary

Army.

2. There was also found in his own handwriting two pieces

of paper, "James Graham," who was his father, and "George

Graham," who was an elder brother.

James Graham.

"At the age of eighteen he emigrated from the Carlingford

Bay, in the County of Down, Ireland, in the year 1733, to the

then province of Pennsylvania.

"By tradition in the family he was a grandson of a follower

and kinsman of the celebrated Montrose, who made such a
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figure in the civil wars in Scotland in the reign of Charles I,

and when the English Army prevailed in Scotland, Montrose

fled to Holland, and his adherents, among whom was a clan of

the Grahams, and others, passed over into the north of Ire-

land, where many of their descendants yet reside. James

Graham dying when his children were young, his widow

moved with the family to Mecklenburg, JST. C, when his son

George was ten years old."

Gen. George Graham.

"He was the son of James Graham, who at the age of 18

migrated from Carlingford Bay in the County of Dawn, Ire-

land, in the year 1733 to the then province of Pennsylvania.

By a tradition in the family he was grandson of a follower

and kinsman of the celebrated Montrose, who made such a

figure in the civil wars in Scotland in the reign of Charles the

First, and when the English Army prevailed in Scotland Mon-

trose fled to Holland and his adherents, among whom was a

clan of the Grahams and others, passed over into the north of

Ireland, where many of their descendants yet reside. James

Graham dying when his children were young, his widow

moved with the family to Mecklenburg, ]^orth Carolina,

when George was 10 years old."

In "Gen. Joseph Graham and his Revolutionary Papers"

there are accounts of James and George Graham to which the

reader can refer for further notice of them.

March 1, 1920. W. A. Graham.
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Colonel Philemon Hawkins, Sr.'

By John D. Hawkins

Colonel Philemon Hawkins, of Pleasant Hill, Warren County, North

Carolina, in the seventy-seventh year of his age, having for many
years entertained the desire to call together his descendants and con-

nexions, as well as those of his late father, Col. Philemon Hawkins,

senior, deceased, at his late residence in Warren county, with the

view, thus assembled, to unite in bearing testimony to his worth and
to his memory, and to cement together more closely the whole family

union, did, on the 28th day of September, 1829, thus assemble them,

as well as health and circumstances permitted; and he invited many
respectable friends to associate upon the occasion, having previously

caused the old family Mansion House of the deceased to be fitted up.

When thus assembled, he called upon his grandson, Leonidas Polk,

and great grandson of the deceased, to offer up to the Throne of

Grace a prayer upon the occasion, who delivered an elegant and a

very appropriate prayer. And he called upon his son, John D.

Hawkins, and grandson of the deceased, to deliver an oration com-

memorative of his history, and his virtue; when he delivered the

following

:

My relatives and respected hearers:

I am called upon bj Col. Philemon Hawkins, now the

elder, to fulfil a trust, which his great desire to greet his rela-

tives and friends, influenced at the same time by the most

profound filial veneration, has induced him to impose. It is

for me to attempt on this day to do justice to the character

and memory of Col. Philemon Hawkins, senior, deceased.

The task is a novel one, and the theme requires abler efforts

than, I fear, I can bring to the discharge of it. It is there-

fore with great distrust I attempt to approach it. An assem-

blage of this sort, and upon such an occasion, is not only new,

but unprecedented in our section of country. But, notwith-

standing its novelty, what can be more justifiable, or more

*This address was delivered by the late Colonel John D. Hawkins, at a
family reunion in Warren County on September 28, 1829. Together with
above preamble it was published in pamphlet form in 1829. Pamphlet was
republished in 1906 by Dr. A. B. Hawkins, of Raleigh, a son of John D.
Hawkins.

Editor Booklet.



COL. PHILEMON HAWKINS^ SK. 93

interesting than to witness a large assemblage of relatives and

friends, called together by the venerable head of his family

association, to pay homage to the gTeat worth of a departed

ancestor, who, when living, stood pre-eminently at its head ?

It is an effort, although a feeble one, to arrest from oblivion

the recollection of one, whose memory is fast fading away,

and ere long will be forgotten, because all who knew him will

soon have passed by and be forgotten also.

To hold up to view the successful enterprise, the patriotism

and the virtues of the departed dead, is the province of biog-

raphy, which acts as a mirror to reflect upon the living, ex-

amples of wisdom and of worth, from whence may be derived

the most salutary lessons. If biography in general produces

these conceded results, its benign influence will operate in an

increased ratio upon relatives, when contemplating the en-

viable character of a departed and beloved ancestor.

Col. Philemon Hawkins, senior, deceased, was born on the

28th of September, 1717, on Chickahominy river, near Todd's

bridge in Charles City county and State of Virginia, this

day 112 years ago. He was the oldest child of his parents,

Philemon and Ann, and his father died when he was of

tender years, leaving three children, Philemon, John and

Ann. Although Philemon the elder died, leaving to his

children a scanty patrimony, he seemed to have entertained

peculiar notions of predilection in regard to them. He felt

towards them an unusual confidence; for, by his will, he de-

sired that they should come to the control of their patrimony

at the age of 18 years; and this confidence, as regarded the

subject of this memoir, was not misplaced.

The widowed mother Ann afterwards intermarried with

a native of Ireland; and by the time her son Philemon had

reached the appointed age of 18, his celebrity for industry

and manly deportment excelled all his associates, even those

of riper years, and was of extensive circulation, a sure prog-

nostic that he would rise above his then condition. Col.

Lightfoot, of Williamsburg, a gentleman of great wealth and
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discernment, had three plantations in Charles City county

and the fame of our then youthful ancestor had reached him,

though he lived 60 miles distant, and had deeply impressed

him with a desire to place these three estates under his

youthful control. He sent for him to come to Williamsburg,

and on getting there, they made a contract, the stipulations

of which showed at once the confidence of the employer and

the great reputation for good management and great ability

in the employed. But his mother was unhappily married.

It was her misfortune not to find in her husband that con-

jugal tenderness, affection and forbearance, which the wedded

estate should assure to those who enter into it. The ill

treatment of her husband had rendered the protection of her

son Philemon necessary to her safety. And her husband's

embarrassments and difficulties had fixed in him a deter-

mined resolution to remove to ISTorth Carolina. This was a

trying time for the mother. To accompany her husband she

was compelled to do ; but to leave her son would bereave her

of that protection which had not only stayed the arm of

cruelty, but was further necessary to aid her with the neces-

saries of life, and to dispel the sad gloom of a cheerless fire-

side. She entreated her son to accompany her, and he

pleaded his engagement, and the necessity he was under hon-

orably to fulfil it. Under these distressing and conflicting

embarrassments, the unhappy mother repaired to Williams-

burg to entreat Col. Lightfoot to let her son off from his

bargain, that he might accompany her to l^orth Carolina.

When she named the subject to him, he peremptorily refused

to let him off, saying, although he was but a boy, he had long

desired his services and the pay he was to give him was

ample; and that he should not only injure himself, but her

son, by letting him off from the contract. With this morti-

fying and most distressing rebuff the distracted mother

retired to a neighboring place to spend the night, having

been unwilling to expose to Col. Lightfoot's views the secret

motives which so much prompted her to desire the company
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of her son. There melancholy, with all its accompaniments

of distress, harrowed up her soul, and she resolved to try Col.

Lightfoot once more, though mortifying, to tell him the cause

of her importunities. She gained his presence the next

morning, and found upon his brow that peculiar look, which

indicated unwillingness to hear any more from her upon the

subject of her errand. But she entreated him to listen to her

motives, and unfolded to him her situation; that although

her son was but a boy, he was her gallant protector and de-

fender. This changed the scene. Col. Lightfoot, as a man
of chivalry, could not permit his interest to weigh against a

woman's safety and a mother's safety too, when that was to

be secured by the presence of her son. He instantly said, "Go

madam, and take your son. His great worth had caused me
to desire much his management of my business; but your

need is entitled to the preference; and those rare qualities

and powers, which he possesses, and which had gained him

my confidence and esteem, will ensure your protection."

Philemon, together with his brother John and his sister

Ann, accompanied his mother and her husband to North

Carolina, and they settled upon Six Pound creek, then Edge-

combe, now Warren county. Nearly the whole country was

then a wilderness inhabited by Indians and the wild beasts

of the forest. This country was then called a frontier, where

civilization had shed abroad but little of its influence, and

where the first settlers had to share, in a great degree, the

privations which attended the first settlers of these United

States. Persecution conduced to the first settlements of

America, and that though of a different sort, fixed the destiny

of this branch of the Hawkins family in this country.

There were other branches from the Charles City stock,

which migrated to other parts of the Union ; one went to the

State of Kentucky, which produced Joseph Hawkins, form-

erly a member of Congress from Kentucky, and who after-

wards died in New Orleans. That gentleman traced his con-

nexion with our family in a conversation with our distin-

2—
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guished and venerable fellow citizen Nathaniel Macon, Esq.,

who now contributes by his presence to commemorate this

occasion, and this day.

This branch of the family came here headed by Philemon,

who was but a youth a little turned 18 years of age, poor in

purse, but rich in spirit. By the sweat of his brow he sus-

tained his mother, his sister and his brother with all the

comforts their wants required. He cheered the drooping

spirits of his mother, and, by every effort in his power, con-

tributed to her wants and her wishes. His filial affection is

recounted the more willingly, because it is a virtue he not

only practiced, but because his course was such as to inspire

his descendants with his kindred spirit; and it is that spirit

which gave rise to this assemblage, and it is one of the mani-

fold evidences of its analogy to the parental stock which gave

it birth. May its influence descend to the remotest family

generation in parallel with this laudable example

!

In the year 1743, he intermarried with Delia Martin, the

daughter of Zachariah Martin, Esq., who lived in an upper

county of Virginia. But she lived with her brother, Capt.

John Martin, on Sandy Creek, then Edgecombe, now Erank-

lin county. They were married in Virginia at a church in

the county of Brunswick, by Parson Beatty. By her he had

Fannie, who intermarried with Maj. Leonard Bullock, Col.

John Hawkins, Col. Philemon Hawkins, Col. Benjamin

Hawkins, late Superintendent of Indian affairs. Col. Joseph

Hawkins of the Continental army, and Ann, who intermarried

with Micajah Thomas, Esq. All of whom have long since

passed to the tomb, except our venerable host Col. Philemon

Hawkins who is also the only survivor of the signers of the

Constitution of ISTorth Carolina ratified in the year 1776

;

and whose laudable desire to see all together the descendants

of his worthy father, as well as his collateral kindred, has

invited us here this day that his history may be told over, to

excite us to inculcate his virtues, and to profit by his exam-

ples, at the same time we attempt to do honor to his memory.
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Our worthy ancestors lived at the mouth of Six Pound

creek on Roanoke river, about ten years. They then removed

to this tract of land, and not many years afterwards to this

place, which was then in the county of Edgecombe. The prov-

ince of North Carolina was divided at an early period of our

history as suited the then Lords Proprietors, and their gov-

ernment, into eight precincts, as they were called, to wit:

Beaufort, Carteret, Chowan, Craven, Currituck, Hyde, Per-

quimans and Pasquotank, to which Bertie precinct was after-

wards added, by a division of Chowan. These precincts em-

braced the whole province and were afterwards called coun-

ties, and were divided and sub-divided and other counties

erected as the population extended and the reasons and neces-

sities of the province developed themselves. The first settle-

ments were made upon the seashore and they extended west-

wardly, as they increased. The metes and bounds of these

counties or precincts were but little known, and, owing to the

savage inhabitants of the country, their geography could not

be better ascertained at that time. Legislative acts were fre-

quently resorted to, to settle occurring disputes about bound-

ary and to form new counties, where the interest, of the in-

habitants required them. This section of country, as well as I

can now ascertain it, was comprehended within Beaufort pre-

cinct, and Edgecombe county spread largely within its limits.

From Edgecombe the county of Granville was taken in the

year 1746, and the dividing line began at the mouth of Stone

House creek, on Roanoke river. Thence to the mouth of

Cypress swamp, on Tar river and from thence across the

river in a direct course to the middle ground between Tar

river and ISTeuse river, being the dividing line between Edge-

combe and Craven counties. The uncertainty of this latter

line now forms the subject matter of an unsettled dispute

as to boundary between the counties of Wake and Franklin.

In 1Y64, the county of Bute was taken from the county of

Granville; and in 1779 the county of Bute was divided into

the counties of Warren and Franklin.
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I have been thus circiunstantial in the detail of the change

and formation of counties, because our ancestor figured in

many of them, living the greater part of the time at the same

place. In the year 1757 he was elected High Sheriff of Gran-

ville county, which then consisted of what Granville now is,

added to all Franklin, and all that part of Warren lying to

the south of Roanoke river. In this extensive country, where

civilization was far from being complete, and where the arm

of the law was weakened by an habitual insubordination,

great energy of mind as well as personal bravery was required

to perform the duties of sheriff. These qualities he possessed

in an eminent degree; and when his deputies were overpow-

ered, as was sometimes the case, by those who threw off the

restraints of the law, he repaired at once to the scene of ac-

tion, and, even when threatened to be mobbed would person-

ally attack the leader, having the address at the same time

to win over his followers to a more correct course. This once

occurred in the Little river settlement now in the county of

Franklin, where one Bud Kade headed a mob to avoid pay-

ing taxes. And in the year 1759 when Robin Jones was

considered the most eminent lawyer in this country, many of^

the suitors in Granville court, whose misfortune it was not to

get him on their side, lost their causes, as they supposed, by

his superior knowledge, and they fixed the determination to

drive him by violence from the court. A threat to this effect,

it was hoped, would deter him from attending the court ; but

Mr. Jones was not thus to be alarmed. He felt that he was

shielded by his duty to his clients and the laws of the country

;

and that if the deputies could not enforce subordination, he

relied upon the High Sheriff. To that end, he privately ad-

vised the High Sheriff of the machinations planning, and so-

licited his personal attention early at court, prepared for

events, and to keep order. Accordingly the High Sheriff at-

tended court at an early hour, armed to meet any occurrence.

Robin Jones informed the court of the danger which threat-

ened him, urging at the same time that he was an officer of the
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court, and entitled to its protection. The court ordered the

sheriff to keep out of the court house all persons disposed to

produce a riot. Thus protected by the constituted authorities,

and firmly supported by his own inclination, he met at the

courthouse door the ringleaders, and some of them were bold

and conspicuous characters; for among them was Col. Ben-

ton, the grandfather of Col. Thomas H. Benton, the present

Senator from Missouri, who felt himself aggrieved and justi-

fied in the course he took. The threatening rioters assembled

at the courthouse door, armed and made a show to enter ; but

were prevented by the determined spirit of the High Sheriff

whose look, with arms in his hands, was too convincing that

the entrance would be too costly; and, therefore, they de-

sisted from their purpose and dispersed.

The construction of the government which existed at this

period of our history was one of such discordance between the

governors and the governed, that that moral force which is

essential to its well being, and to the cementing together of

all its parts, did not exist. The idea of subjection to a for-

eign yoke, of a tributary obligation, even of the mildest form-,

is repugTiant to the choice; and although the idea might not

at that time have been entertained to throw it off, yet a rest-

lessness and a dissatisfaction prevailed and a slight matter

was calculated to produce a popular ferment. We can trace

this jealous discontented spirit through our history for a long

time before it broke out in the Revolution which cured us of

that grievous disquietude. It was that disquietude, but more

systematically kept up, which had increased to an unprece-

dented height, and caused the RegTilators to assemble in the

year 1T71 and which ended in the battle of the Alamance on

the 16th day of May of that year. Gov. Tryon, the then

Governor of the colony of JSTorth Carolina, resided at ITew

Bern and finding that the Regulators were trampling down

everything like government, and, if not resisted, would throw

the whole country into anarchy and misrule, and being by

education a military man, and of great personal bravery, he
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resolved to inarch against them, and called to his assistance

a considerable military force. He at the same time called to

his assistance as many of the most respectable citizens of the

colony as he could, thereby calculating to add to his military

the moral force of the country. His assemblage on this occa-

sion was large. It contained many of the first characters of

the colony and it had, as was expected, the calculated impos-

ing effect. The number on the side of the Regulators was the

largest; but they lacked discipline or unity of action. Upon

this occasion his Excellency selected our venerated ancestor

as his chief Aid-de-Camp and assigned to him the hazardous

duty to read to the Regulators his Proclamation, which he

did promptly. And after the battle commenced, he was the

bearer of the Governor's commands throughout the whole

action. This so exposed him to the fire of the enemy, that

his hat was pierced by two balls, various balls passed through

his clothes, and one bullet and two buck shot lodged in the

breech of his gun, which he carried and used during the

action. But he had the good fortune not to be wounded.

After the battle was over, he was complimented by the Grov-

ernor for the very efficient aid he gave him, and for the brav-

ery and ability he displayed during the engagement.

The spirit of dissatisfaction, which had so often mani-

fested itself, although apparently quieted for the time, con-

tinued to increase until it burst in open opposition to the

British Government, about four years after the battle of the

Alemance, and terminated in the establishment of the inde-

pendence of the United States. It is a little remarkable that

during his arduous struggle for our independence, those who

had been found, during minor conflicts, arrayed against the

government and laws, were never found acting conspicuously

in support of it. On the contrary, many of them were Tories

;

and those who fought bravely under the banners of George

III, against the Regulators, were, during that great struggle,

the true Whigs of the country. The reason for this difference

seems to have arisen from the circumstance that many of the
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Regulators were enemies to good order and to government

generally, and for these causes were unwilling to unite in any

systematic efforts to shake off the British yoke.

During this gTeat struggle for American liberty, our an-

cestor being three score years old, did not render himself

conspicuous in a military point of view, except by pushing-

forward his sons in aid of the good cause, by supplying them

with all the money and other means which they required for

that purpose. But he was offered the command of a Briga-

dier General, which he declined, preferring to act in a civil

capacity. Although he was thus old, he had the industry,

activity and enterprise of a younger man, and preferred that

his sons should go forth in personal defence of the country,

while he stayed at home and made and supplied them with

the necessary funds; and this he did largely, as occasions

required them, feeling and acting for the good cause more

eflficiently than he could have done in the field. But after

the adoption of the Constitution in 1776, and upon the elec-

tion of Richard Caswell, who was the first Governor of the

State of ]^orth Carolina, he was elected by the General As-

sembly one of the Counsel of State; which station he filled

for some time, not only with Governor Caswell, but subse-

quently with Governor Alexander Martin.

Col. Philemon Hawkins, our ancestor, was a man about

five feet nine inches high, very compactly built, and, when

in vigorous health, weighed about one hundred and fifty-eight

pounds. He possessed uncommon muscular powers and

bodily activity, and a strength of constitution, which enabled

him to bear fatigue and fitted him for hardships. His early

education had been scanty, owing to his poverty and the loss

of his father ; but his natural mind was vigorous and compre-

hensive, well fitting and qualifying him for correct judgment,

for which he was conspicuous. This made him seem to be

correct by intuition; although he would make very logical

deductions, showing at the same time the possession of strong

reasoning powers. His buoyant and enterprising spirit al-
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ways kept him one of the first men of his time. This, added

to his extensive business, gave him the great knowledge of

men and things, which he so eminently possessed, and were

the great sources of his general intelligence. Not having had

the benefit of a more early and liberal education, and feeling

great need of it, and particularly for its concomitants, good

langTiage and the free use of words, he resolved at a very early

period to acquire the means, and to give his sons good educa-

tions. He soon obtained by his assiduity the money, but the

patrons of literature were so few, and seminaries of learning

so scarce, that there was not a classical school in all this

country to which he could send his two first sons. Col. John

and Col. Philemon Hawkins. Under such circumstances, he

concluded to send them to Scotland, under the protection of a

friend; but Col. John Hawkins was so nearly grown, and

unwilling to go, that the idea was abandoned. When Col.

Benjamin and Col. Joseph Hawkins arrived at the proper

ages, he sent them to Princeton College, which seminary was

at that time, owing to the great want of intercourse, such as

is now in use, by stages and steamboats, almost as difficult of

access as many of the European colleges. They continued at

Princeton, progressing regularly in their collegiate course,

and were only prevented from receiving the honors of the

college by the war of the Revolution, which waxed warm at

Princeton, and in the Jerseys, and suspended the business of

that institution.

From the end of the Revolutionary war to the time of his

death, our venerated ancestor gave his attention mainly to

the pursuits of private life. He was a Justice of the Peace

from an early period, as long as he lived, and was a valuable

member of the Court of his county. His favorite pursuits

from early life, were raising stock, cropping, and the pur-

suit of some regular profitable business ; and, by a steady

application to them all, he acquired gTeat wealth. At the

opening of the land office under the present government, hav-

ing the ability, he became largely interested in taking up
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and acquiring lands, as well as all other property ; lie became

entangled in many legal difficulties growing out of the state

of the country and the speculations consequent upon a change

of its policy. This new business, calling into action his su-

perior judgment, showed him to possess an adaptation for it

;

for he uniformly prevailed. This latter business, and his

often seeking distant markets for what he had to sell, added

to his previous very extensive acquaintance, rendered him

one of the most noted men in this country; and, what was

calculated to keep up his notoriety, his was a house of un-

bounded hospitality. It was always open to administer to

the comforts of all. And here I may be permitted to say,

that no man ever had a helpmate, whose general good sense,

good management, and superior domestic economy, exceeded

that of Mrs. Delia Hawkins, the wife of Col. Philemon Haw-

kins, sen'r, deceased. They were both poor originally, and

had to resort to all the drudgery of labor attending that con-

dition in life. But, by their good conduct and superior good

sense, the scene was soon changed, and as they travelled on

through life, increasing in wealth, they also increased in

respectability and refinement, till at length their house

—

this

house—was the resort of the fashionable and the gay, the

man of business and the literati of the country. All found

here a plentiful, an elegant, and a sumptuous repast. Al-

though Col. Philemon Hawkins was not himself a man of

science, his sons Benjamin and Joseph were, and they lived

here with their parents, and added a zest to all that was agree-

able. The style and fashion of the place was noted and

exemplary, and the resort to it from many parts of the world

considerable. During the French Revolution in 1792, there

were many men of note from France, who resorted here to

enjoy the gTeat pleasure of conversing in their own language,

which Col. Benjamin Hawkins, from his classical knowledge

of it, was enabled to afford them.

Col. Philemon Hawkins, sen'r, deceased, lived up to the

maxim, that extended hospitality, properly conducted, did
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not conflict hnrtfuUy with the true rule of domestic economy

;

that the additional supply to be laid in for that object, only

required an additional effort to procure it, which the com-

pany of friends always doubly paid him for. So that he set

down these few additional efforts as better and more agree-

ably requited than those bestowed for the sake of money alone.

And as the human character seems generally to be better

satisfied, and more regaled by variety, it might be permitted

to weigh this maxim and see if its analysis proves its correct-

ness. He pursued the rule of being generally employed in

some useful business, or to some useful purpose, and by way

of innovating upon its monotony, he would put forth his

additional efforts to the cause of hospitality, by way of

change, and agreeable relaxation in the same pursuit. By
this means, though the pursuit be the same, the object aimed

at was different, and that constituted the pleasurable variety.

For the variety sought for, is to the sense, and if the same

pursuit produces it, which in every other respect is useful,

it is more than safe to rely upon this maxim. If this, then,

is a logical deduction, in a money making sense, and so it

may be by keeping off worse pursuits, it surely should not be

departed from. And to the pleasure and reciprocal advan-

tage afforded by the practice of hospitality, is to be added

the sum of advantage to those upon whom it is bestowed.

This house, once animated by the presence of our venerated

ancestors, and once the seat of pleasure, of grandeur and of

science, has undergone by the work of time a great change;

and what is there upon which time will not leave its stamp ?

For many years it has been almost deserted, and for a long

time in a state of dilapidation; and could the spirit of the

dead look back upon that earthly tabernacle which was occu-

pied in life, surely the spectacle to our ancestors must have

presented a sad contrast. But the day of resurrection for

this spacious old mansion is at hand. Our venerable host has

decreed it to be so. Ere long the extensive repairs already

begun, and which are far advanced, will be completed, when
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it will present again its ancient appearance, somewhat modi-

fied, and somewhat improved. And one great incentive to

this work arises from the holy feeling of reverential regard

for its ancient owners; and that appearances should be re-

vived here as a tribute to their memory. The example thus

set of reverence to parents, if followed, will never fail to en-

kindle and to keep alive those finer feelings of the soul, which

ennoble our character and our nature, and have been valued

in all ages as virtuous testimony of gTateful benevolence.

History records it as great virtue in Epaminondas, that in

the celebrated Battle of Leuctra, where he gained unfading

laurels as a general, upon being felicitated for the renown

he had won, he showed his greatest pleasure consisted in the

pleasure his parents would enjoy at his victory.

This day one hundred and twelve years ago. Col. Philemon

Hawkins, sen., deceased, was born, and he died on the 10th

day of September, 1801, having lived nearly eighty-four

years. He has now been dead upwards of twenty-eight years,

and notwithstanding the long time which has rolled on since

his death, his appearance is still fresh in the recollection of

many of us; and his manly perseverance, his steady habits

of useful industry, his systematic arrangement of his busi-

ness and his time, his contempt for idleness and dissipation,

will, it is earnestly hoped, never be forgotten by us. He was

a great friend to schools. I^Tot having had himself the benefits

of a liberal, scientific education, but possessing in an emi-

nent degree all that practical good sense which could estimate

the worth of it, he was their liberal patron. He was a strong

advocate for internal improvements. His comprehensive

mind pioneered him through the ways which are now fol-

lowed, though slowly, to advance the best interests of the

country in the way of its improvement. He had himself

struggled through the wilderness, had seen the face of the

country gradually improve, and he regretted much that all

his influence could achieve was to open new roads, from

whence great benefit was derived.
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When we take a review of his rise and progress in life, and

contrast them with the idleness and dissipation of the present

day, we are ready to exclaim, that degeneracy is surely among

us. He lived within his income, and caused it continually to

increase; by which he was not only increasing his ability to

live, but to increase his fortune, and to add to his power to be

useful. Accustomed to labor in early life, laudable industry

was viewed by him as a great virtue, and as the road to honor

and usefulness ; and he who practiced it, was much exalted

in his estimation. He always looked back to the days of his

early life with pleasing reminiscences, and the most grateful

feeling to the Giver of all good for having inspired him with

the resolution, and given him the ability and the aptitude for

labor and industrious enterprise, by which he had been able

to throw off the shackles of poverty, and to acquire an ample

fortune to raise and to sustain his family and himself in his

old age. If a similar course was now pursued, much happier

indeed would be the condition of this country. Let us then

emulate his virtues, and inculcate his habits, and instill into

the minds of our children the examples of his prosperous and

useful life; and when each rolling year shall bring around

the day of his birth, let us hail it as his natal day, and en-

deavor to imprint it deeper and deeper in their hearts.



George Washington in Guilford

By J. A. HosKiNS

There lias been a discussion going on regarding distin-

guished personages whose history is connected with Guilford

county. It has been shown that the wife of our fourth Presi-

dent was bom at ISTew Garden (Guilford College) ; that our

seventh President had been a resident of our county and a

member of our bar. We now come to the greatest of them all,

our first president, the immortal George Washington. His

history is indisputably linked with that of Guilford. He was

entertained at Guilford courthouse (Martinsville) June 2

and 3, 1791, by Governor Alexander Martin, on his southern

tour, and visited the scenes of the great conflict between our

own General Greene and General Lord Cornwallis. I am
here presenting his Journal from June 2 to June 27. This

is the first appearance of this part of Washington's diary of

his southern tour. It has long been a moot point as to

whether Governor Martin entertained President Washington,

at Guilford courthouse, or at Danbury, his plantation on the

Dan in Rockingham county. The tax returns show. Governor

Martin had a home in Martinsville late as 1806. The

diary sets the matter straight. Judge Douglas, in his ad-

dress at Guilford Battleground celebration, and which is in

booklet form, was in error in saying that this historical event

took place "at Danbury." Mr. Frank ISTash in his admirable

paper on Governor Martin follows Judge Douglas in this mat-

ter. It is true that "Alexander Martin, Go" was enumerated

in the first federal census, 1790, in Rockingham county.

This is shown by the volume of Colonial and State Records,

containing the first census. He had also a home in Martins-

ville, and there he did the honors. Judge Douglas was, no

doubt, relying on the first census. His address is a splendid
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effort and throws much light on the life and times of Gover-

nor Martin.

The copies I have of the Diary, Southern Tour, are photo-

stat copies of the original note book in Washington's own

handwriting, obtained from the Library of Congress.

From the record in Washington's own writing I quote:

(notebook).

"Thursday, June 2, 1791.

"In company with the Governor I set out by four o'clock

for Guilford, breakfasted at one Dobsons, at the distance of

eleven miles from Salem and dined at Guilford, sixteen miles

farther, where there was a considerable gathering of people

who had received notice of my intention to be there today,

and came to satisfy their curiosity. On my way I examined

the ground on which the action between General Greene and

Lord Cornwallis commenced, and after dinner rode over that

where their lines were formed and the score closed in the re-

treat of the American forces. The first line of which was

advantageously drawn up and had the troops done their duty

properly the British must have been sorely galded in ye ad-

vance, if not defeated. The lands between Salem and

Guilford are in places very fine but upon the whole cannot

be called more than middling, some very bad. On my ap-

proach to this place (Guilford) I was met by a party of light

horse which I prevailed on the Governor to dismiss and to

countermand his orders for others to attend me through the

State.

"Friday, 3.

"Took my leave of the Governor, whose intention was to

have attended me to the line, but for my request that he

would not, and about four o'clock I proceeded on my jour-

ney, breakfasted at Troublesome Iron Works, called fifteen

but at least is seventeen miles from Guilford, partly in the

Rain and, from my information, or for want of it, was

obliged to travel twelve miles further than I intended to-
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day, to one Gatewood's withiiL two miles of Dix' Ferry

over the Dan, at least thirty miles from the Iron works. The

land over which I passed this day were of various qualities

and as I approached the Dan, were a good deal covered with

pine. In conversing with the Governor, on the state of poli-

tics in ISTorth Carolina I learned with pleasure that opposi-

tion to the general government and the discontent of the peo-

ple were subsiding fast and that he should so soon as he

received the laws which he had written to the Secretary of

State for, issue his proclamation requiring all officers and

members of the Government to take the oaths prescribed by

law. He seems to condemn the speculation in lands and

the purchases from the State of Georgia, and thinks, as every

sensible and disinterested man must, that schemes of that

sort must involve the country in trouble, perhaps in blood.

"Saturday, 4.

"Left Mr. Gatewood's about half after six o'clock and be-

tween his house and the Terry passed the line which divides

the State of Virginia and JSTorth Carolina and dining at one

Wilson's, sixteen miles from the Ferry, lodged at Halifax

Old Town.

"The road from Dix' Ferry to Wilson's passes over very

hilly (and for the most part) indifferent land being a good

deal mixed with pine though it is said here that pine when

mixed with oak and more especially with hickory is not in-

dicative of a poor soil. From Wilson's to Halifax Old Town
the soil is good and of a reddish cast. Having this day passed

the line of ]!Torth Carolina and, of course, finished my tour

thro' the three southernmost states, a general discription of

them may be comprised in the following few words. From
the Seaboard to the falls of all the rivers, which water the

lands, except the swamps on the rivers and the lesser streams

which empty into them and the interval lands higher up the

rivers is with but few exceptions neither more nor less than

a continued pine barren, very thinly inhabited. The part

next the Seaboard for many miles is a dead level and badly
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watered. That above it is hilly and not much better than

barrens, if possible less valuable on account of its hills and

because they are more inconvenient to market, supposing

them capable as the lands below, of producing beef, pork, tar,

pitch and turpentine. The lands above the falls of the sev-

eral rivers from information, and as far as my own observa-

tion has extended, is of a very superior kind, from their be-

ing of a greasy red with large oaks intermixed with hickory,

chestnut, etc., excelling in producing corn, tobacco, wheat,

hemp and other articles in great abundance and are generally

thickly inhabited, comparatively speaking vdth those below.

"In the lower country (near the Seaboard) in the States

of South Carolina and Georgia, rice as far up as the swamps

extend is almost the sole article that is raised for market,

some of the planters of which gTOW as much corn as with

the sweet potatoes, support their people. The middle coun-

try, that is between the rice lands and the falls of the rivers,

and a little above them, is cultivated chiefly in corn and

indigo and the upper country in tobacco, corn, hemp, and

in some degree the smaller grains. It is nearly the same

in ^orth Carolina with this difference, however, that as not

much rice is planted there, especially in the northern part

of the State, corn, some indigo, with naval stores and pork,

are substituted in its place, but as indigo is on the decline,

hemp, cotton, etc., are grown in its place. The inland navi-

gation of the rivers of these three States may be improved

according to the ideas I have formed of the matter to a very

extensive degree to great and useful purposes and at a very

moderate expense, compared with the vast utility of the

measure inasmuch as the falls of most of them are trifling

and their lengths are great, going to the markets penetrating

the country in all directions by their lateral branches and in

their present state (except at the falls which, as has been

observed before, are trifling) navigable for vessels carrying

several hogsheads of tobacco or other articles in proportion.

The prices at which rice lands in the lower parts of the States
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are held, is very great. Those of which, if have been im-

proved, from twenty pounds to thirty pounds sterling and,

fifty pounds has been given for some, and from ten pounds

to fifteen pounds is the price of it in its rude state. The

pine barrens adjoining these sell from $1 to $2 per acre, ac-

cording to circumstances.

"The interval lands on the rivers below the falls and above

the rice swamps also command a good price but not equal

to those above and the pine barrens less than those below.

The lands of the upper country sell from four to six or seven

dollars, according to the quality and circumstances thereof.

In the upper parts of JSTorth Carolina wheat is pretty much
gTown and the farmers seem disposed to try hemp but the

land carriage is a considerable drawback having between

200 and 300 miles to carry the produce either to Charles-

town, Petersburg, or Wilming'ton, which are their three

gTeat marts, though of late Fayetteville receives a good deal

of the bulky articles, and they are water borne from thence

to Wilmington. Excepting the towns and some gentlemen's

seats along the road from Charlestown to Savannah there is

not within view of the whole road I traveled, from Petersburg

to this place, a single house which has anything of an elegant

appearance. They are altogether of wood, and chiefly of logs,

some indeed have brick chimneys but generally the chimneys

are of split sticks, filled with dirt between them. The ac-

commodations on the whole road, except in the towns and

near there, as I was informed, for I had no opportunity of

judging, lodging having been provided for me in them (at

my own expense) were found extremely indifferent, the

houses being small and badly provided either for man or

horse tho extra exertions when it was known I was coming,

which was generally the case, were made to receive me. It

is not easy to say which road, the one I went or the one

I came, the entertainment is most indifferent, but with truth

it may be added, of course, that both are bad, and is to be

accounted for from the kind of travelers which use them,
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which, with a few exceptions only, on the upper road, are

no other than wagoners and families removing, who gener-

ally take their provisions along with them. The people,

however, appear to have abundant means to live well. The

grounds, where they are settled, yielding grain in abundance

and the natural herbage a multitude of meat with little or

no labor to provide food for the support of their stock,

especially in Georgia where it is said the cattle live thru

the winter without any support from the owners of them.

The manners of the people, as far as my observation, and

means of information extended, were orderly and civil and

they appeared to be happy, contented and satisfied with the

general Government, under which they were placed. Where
the case was otherwise, it was not difficult to trace the

cause to some demi-gogue or speculating character. la

Georgia, the dissatisfied part of them, at the late treaty with

the creek Indians were evidently land jobbers who strangled

every principle of justice to the Indians and policy to their

country, would, for their own immediate emolument strip the

Indians of all their territory, if they could obtain the least

countenance to the measure, but it is to be hoped the good

sense of the state will set its face against such diabolical at-

tempts and is also to be wished and by many it was said it

might be expected that the sales by that state to what are

called the Yazoo Companies would fall thru. The dis-

contents which it was supposed the last Revenue Act (com-

monly known by the Excise Law) would create, subside as

fast as the law is explained and little was said of the Bank-

ing act.

"Sunday, 5th.—Left the Old Town about four o'clock a.m.,

and breakfasted at one Pridies' (after crossing Bannister

Kiver one and a half miles) about eleven miles from it,

came to Stanton River, about twelve, where meeting Col.

Isaac Coles (formerly a member of Congress for this district)

and who pressing me to it, I went to his house, about one

mile off to dine and to halt a day for the refreshment of my-
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self and horses, leaving my servants and them at one of the

usually indifferent taverns at the Ferry that they might be

no trouble or be inconvenient to a private family.

"Monday 6th.

'Tinding my horses fared badly at the Ferry for want of

grass and Col. Coles kindly pressing me they were accord-

ingly brought there to take the run of it until night. Dined

with the gentleman today also. The road from Halifax Old

Courthouse or Town to Stanton River, passes for the most

part over this land, a good deal mixed with pine.

"Tuesday, 7th.

"Left Col. Coles by daybreak and breakfasted at Charlotte

C. H., 15 miles, where I was detained some time to get shoes

put on such horses as had lost them, proceeded afterwards

to Prince Edward C. H., 20 miles further. The lands from

Stanton Ferry to Charlotte, C. H. are generally good and

pretty thickly settled. They are cultivated chiefly in tobac-

co, wheat and com with oats and flax. The houses, tho none

elegant, are generally decent and bespeak good livers, being

for the most part weatherboarded and shingled, with brick

chimneys, but from Charlotte, C. H. to Prince Edward,

C. H., the lands are of an inferior quality with few inhabi-

tants in sight of the road. It is said they are thickly settled

off it. The roads by keeping the ridges pass on the most in-

different ground.

"Wednesday, the 8th.

"Left Prince Edward, C. H., as soon as it was well light,

and breakfasted at one Treadway's, 13 miles off, dined at

Cumberland, C. H., 14 miles further, and lodged at Moore's

Tavern, within 2 miles from Carter's Ferry, over James

River. The road from Prince Edward, C. H., to Tread-

way's was very thickly settled, altho the land appeared

thin and the growth is a great degree pine, and from Tread-

way's to Cumberland, C. H., they were equally thickly set-

tled, on better land, less mixed, and in places not mixed with

pine. The buildings appeared to be better.
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, "Thursday, 9th.

"Set off very early frora Moore's, but the proper ferry be-

ing hauled up, we were a tedious while crossing in one of the

boats used in the navigation of the river, being obliged to

carry one carriage at a time, without horses and crossways

the boat, on planks. Breakfasted at a Widow Pains', lY

miles on the north side of the river, and lodged at a Mr.

Jordans, a private house, where we were kindly entertained

and to which we were driven by necessity by having rode not

less than 25 miles from our breakfasting stop thru very

bad roads in a very sultry day without any rest and by miss-

ing the right road had got lost. From the river to the Widow
Pains' and thence to Anderson's Bridge, over the ISTorth

Anna Branch of the Pamunke the lands are not good nor

thickly settled on the road, nor does the soil or growth prom-

ise much (except in places) from thence for several miles

further, but afterwards thru the county of Louisa, which

is entered after passing the bridge, the river over which

it is made, dividing it from Goochland they are much better

and continued so with little exception quite to Mr. Jordan's.

"Friday, 10th.

"Left Mr. Jordan's early and breakfasted at one John-

son's, T miles off. Reached Fredericksburg, after another

(short) halt, about 3 o'clock, and dined and lodged at my
sister Lewis'. The lands from Mr. Jordan's to Johnson's

and from thence for several miles further are good but not

rich afterwards. As you approach nearer the Rappahan-

nock River they appear to be of a thinner quality and more

inclined to Black Jacks.

"Saturday, 11th.

"After dinner with several gentlemen, whom my sister had

invited to dine with me I crossed the Rappanhannock and

proceeded to Stafford C. H., where I lodged.

"Sunday, 12th.

"About sunrise we were off, breakfasted at Dumfrees and

arrived at Mt. Vernon to dinner. From Monday, the 13th,
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until Monday, the 27tli, (being tlie day I had appointed to

meet the Commissioners under the Residence Act, at George-

town) I remained at home, and spent my time in daily rides

to my several farms and in receiving many visits.

''Monday, 27th.

"Left Mt. Vernon for Georgetown before six o'clock, and,

according to appointment met the Commissioners at the

place by nine, then calling together the proprietors of the

lands, on which the Federal City was proposed to be built,

who had agreed to cede them on certain conditions, at the last

meeting, I had with them, at this place."
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The Most Distinguished Member of the

Guilford Bar

By J. A. HosKiNS

I have read with, a great deal of pleasure the admirable

address of welcome by Hon. George S. Bradshaw on the oc-

casion of the meeting of the State Bar Association and was

surprised at his omission of the name of Andrew Jackson,

seventh President, from the long list of members of the Guil-

ford bar, and again surprised that doubt should exist as to the

authenticity of his Guilford residence and as to his being

a former member of our bar. The old minute book of Pleas

and Quarter Sessions in clerk's office, Greensboro, says:

"Andrew Jackson produced a license from the judges of Su-

perior Court of law and equity to practice law and was ad-

mitted an attorney of this court ITovember, 1787." What
has probably caused confusion is the fact that there was an-

other Andrew Jackson in the county. The old minute book

shows in 1798 Andrew Jackson attorney for William

Bridges, acknowledged deed from Daniel Dawson for 74

acres. This was a power of attorney and the record so states.

He was not a lawyer as has been erroneously claimed by

some. This has been the stumbling block. It is clear that there

was but one lawyer Andrew Jackson admitted to practice.

Court record states in another place John Hamilton proved

a power of attorney from William Bridges to Andrew Jack-

son empowering him to make title to David Dawson, Jr. In

1800 Andrew Jackson served as juryman. In 1801 Andrew
Jackson was appointed road overseer. Andrew Jackson was

appointed constable. In 1806 letters of administration on

the estate of Andrew Jackson, deceased, were granted John

Starrett and Edward Grau. It is clear that the record here

refers to another Andrew Jackson who held the various small

positions and died in 1806. The hero of the battle of ITew



MOST DISTINGUISHED MEMBER GFILFOED BAE 117

Orleans left Martinsville (Guilford courthouse) May, 1Y88,

with Judge John McJSTairy to take up his duties as public

prosecutor for the western district (Tennessee). Judge Mc-

l^airy to assume the duties of Judge. They traveled on

horseback. Parton says that "In the winter of 1784 and

1785 Andrew Jackson left his home in the Waxhaw settle-

ment, S, C, and came to Salisbury, IsT. C, where for some-

thing over two years he studied law, at first in the office of

Spruce McKay and afterwards in that of Colonel Stokes and

that in l^ovember, 1787, he was licensed to practice law."

(This latter date corresponds exactly with the record of

minute book of Guilford court.)

Investigators, and there have been many, when finding the

reference to "Andrew Jackson, attorney for William Brid-

ges," in the year 1798 stopped there and asserted this was

the attorney, Andrew Jackson, who was admitted to practice

1787.

He was born March 15, 1767, and was not quite 21 years

of age. Parton states specifically that Jackson was for a

short time in Martinsville. He was there evidently from

N"ovember, 1787, to May, 1788, with his friend. Judge Mc-

ISTairy, and no doubt together they were preparing for their

great work in Tennessee. This would make him a resident

of Guilford county for six months and a member of Guilford

bar. Sumner and Brown failed to make mention of his stay

in Martinsville, otherwise agreeing with Parton as to the

other facts, figures and dates. Parton is the great biographer

of Jackson and he is corroborated by the court records of

Guilford. This is the documentary proof. 'Now, for the

traditionary. The writer of this distinctly remembers many
years ago hearing the late W. S. Hill, Esquire, of Greens-

boro, often say that his father, Wilson Hill, knew Jackson

when he resided in Martinsville, that he was a visitor in his

father's home, that his father journeyed to Washington

during the presidency of Jackson, that he called upon the

President, and they talked over old times. Wilson Hill was
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a prominent citizen of this county, lived in good style at a

place that is now called Scalesville in the north part of the

county. The Hill place was afterwards known as the "An-

selm-Keid Place." Again, Jackson was often a visitor in

the home of Charles Bruce, of Bruce's Cross Roads (Sum-

merfield). Stockard mentions this tradition. It is quite

likely, for Bruce and Jackson were kindred spirits. They

were both of Scotch descent. Bruce maintained a race track

and a stud of racers.. He kept deer and fox hounds. He
was a distinguished man and had served in the Halifax

congress, as state senator, and a member of the county court

and as its chairman, and afterwards other offices of honor

and trust. He was intensely devoted to the cause of the Revo-

lution, as was Jackson. Jackson at this time was a horse rac-

ing, cock fighting, rollicking young dare devil. He wrought

well in his day and generation for the Republic.



THE NORTH CAROLINA

Historical Commission

DEPARTMENT OF WORLD WAR RECORDS, ESTAB-

LISHED BY CHAPTER 144, PUBLIC LAWS OF 1919

PURPOSES

(1) To collect as fully as possible data bearing upon the
activities of North Carolina and her people in the Great
World War.

(2) To publish a complete history of North Carolina in the
World War.

WANTED
Printed matter, manuscripts, photographs and souvenirs of

all sorts showing the activities of soldiers, sailors, airmen,
welfare workers, war workers, communities and individuals.

YOUR CO-OPERATION SOLICITED

You have the materials. The Commission has the only
organized agency for collecting, and the only modern fire-

proof depository for historical records in North Carolina.

MEMBERS
J. BRYAN GRIMES Raleigh, N. C.
T. M. PITTMAN Henderson, N. C.
FRANK WOOD Edenton, N. C.
M. C. S. NOBLE Chapel Hill, N. C.
D. H. HILL Raleigh, N. C.

SECRETARY

R. D. W. CONNOR Raleigh, N. C.

COLLECTOR OF WAR RECORDS

R. B. HOUSE Raleigh, N. C.

Address all communications referring to War Records to
The North Carolina Historical Commission, Department of
War Records, Raleigh, N. C.



H. STEINMETZ, Florist

RALEIGH. N. C.

Beautiful Cut Flowers for all occasions.

Exquisite Wedding Bouquets and Floral Designs.

Palms, Ferns, and all other kinds of House and Out Door
Bedding Plants. A large collection of

HYACINTHS, TULIPS, DAFFODILS
and Other Nice Bulbs for Fall Planting

All orders given prompt and personal attention. Write for quotations

CAPUDINE
For HEADACHES

No ACETANILIDE, nor other COAL
TAR HEART DEPRESSANTS

10 -30 - 60c. Bottle, and by DOSE at Soda Fountains

J. C. ELLINGTON
Fine Pictures, Frames

Art Novelties, Window
Shades

Embroidery MaterieJs, Wools, Zephyrs, Mirrors

RALEIGH. N. C.

Books You Haven't Got
^K^RITE TO

Alfred Williams & Company
RALEIGH, N. C.

Everything in Boobs, Stationery-

Office Supplies

ESTABLISHED 1867
50 Years Service Record

Established 1879

W. B. MANN & COMPANY
(incoeporated)

GROCERIES
No. 1 1 E. HARGETT ST. RALEIGH. N. C.

Silver Drug Company

RALEIGH, N. C
Rexall Agency Page, Shaw and Huyler's Candy



COATS-OF-ARMS
PAINTED

Coats-of-Anns painted, decorated with heLmet, lambre-
quin, etc., unframed, ranging from $12.00 upwards

Same style and size, unframed, ranging from 10.00 upwards

A painted Coat-of-Arms, without helmet, lambrequin,
etc., unframed, ranging from 5.00 upwards

India Ink drawing of Arms 5.00

Searches for Coats-of-Arms, including (if found) a
small sketch of the arms 8.00

Book plates designed.

Write for particulars, enclosing stamp,

Miss Mary Hilioabd Hinton,

"Midway Plantation,"

RAUEiaH, NoBTH Cabouna

WANTED
I have collected and compiled the records of the early Colonial

families of Hill in the State of Virginia and some of their descendants

in Virginia and North Carolina and the South. I have prepared

them for book form, and I now need the records of the families for

the last three or four generations to complete the histories and to

bring them up to date and publish them.

I would be obliged to descendants of any of the Hill families in

North Carolina or the South for their records from family Bibles or

elsewhere. Please send them to me at earliest date possible.

(Miss) Mary Beaumont Statham,

3026 N. Street, Georgetown, D. C.



YOUR GARDEN
You will either be proud of it and it will supply your table every

month in the year or it will be a failure.

You will have a profitable garden and one you will delight in

having your friend see, if you let Professor Massey help you make it.

In his weekly talks in The Progressive Farmer, and in his book,

"Massey's Garden Book for the Southern States," Professor Massey
gives you the benefit of his experiences, and he is recognized as the

South's premier gardener.

Here is a wond^erful offer:

A year's subscription to The Progressive Farmer (new
or renewal),

A year's subscription to The Booklet (new or renewal),

A copy of Massey's Garden Book,

All Three for $1.65.

Send your order to

Editor North Carolina Booklet

Midway Plantation Raleigh, N. C.

DIAMONDS WATCHES

CLOCKS, SILVERWARE, CUT GLASS AND EVERYTHING
PERTAINING TO JEWELRY SUITABLE FOR

PRESENTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS.

Jolly-Wynne Jewelry Company
128 Fayetteviixe Stkeet RALEIGH, N. C.



DO NOT SEND ORDERS TO OTHER STATES—THE BEST
CAN BE HAD IN RALEIGH

Engraved Wedding Invitations

Announcements

Visiting Cards

Correspondence Stationery

Approved Styles—Finest Material

The Only Completely Equipped Steel Die and Copperplate Engraving Plant in
North Carolina. Special Attention Given Engraving of

BOOK PLATES AND COATS OF ARMS

Write for Samples and Prices

Edwards &Broughton Printing Company
Printers, Publishers and Stationers
Steel Die and Copperplate Engravers

RALEIGH, N. C.

Book Designers, Printers

and Binders
ALL DEPARTMENTS MANAGED BY

ARTISTS IN THEIR LINE

Booklets, Magazines
Catalogues, Historical Pamphlets, etc.

have uniform care

Legible Type faces, Best Paper Stock, and Skilled Experience

produce the best in Printing

We can help you, and wUl be delighted to serve you

Commercial Printing Company
115-117 South Salisbury St. RALEIGH, N. C












