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PREFACE.

The object of the Noeth Carolina Booklet is to erect

a suitable memorial to the patriotic women who composed

the ''Edenton Tea Party."

These stout-liearted women are every way worthy of admi-

ration. On October 25, 1774, seven months before the defi-

ant farmers of Mecklenburg had been aroused to the point of

signing their Declaration of Independence, nearly twenty

months before the declaration made by the gentlemen com-

posing the Vestry of St. Paul's Church, Edenton, nearly

two years before Jefferson penned the immortal National

Declaration, these daring women solemnly subscribed to a

document affirming that they would use no article taxed by

England. Their example fostered in the whole State a deter-

mination to die, or to be free.

In beginning this new series, the Daughters of the Revo-

lution desire to express their most cordial thanks to the for-

mer competent and untiringly faithful Editors, and to ask

for the new management the hearty support of all who are

interested in the brave deeds, high thought, and lofty lives

of the North Carolina of the olden days.

Mrs. D. H. Hill.









HISTORIC HOMES OF NORTH CAROLINA—PLEASANT

GARDENS AND QUAKER MEADOWS,

IN BURKE COUNTY.

By ALPHONSO C. AVERY,

(Former Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina).

The historic interest of homes centers in the families who

found, occupy and adorn them, and connect them with the

stirring legends and important events in the annals of a coun-

try. Amongst the earliest settlers in the valley of the upper

Catawba, in the old county of Burke, were Joseph McDowell

the elder, a grandson of Eiphraim, the founder of the family

in Virginia, Kentucky and our own State, and his cousin,

known as "Hunting John," who was near the same age. They

migrated, somewhere about the year 1Y60 and during the

French-Indian war, from the old home of Ephraim McDowell^

in Rockbridge county, Virginia, and, because the country

west of the Catawba was rendered unsafe by roving bands

of Cherokee and Catawba braves, went with their families

through Rowan and Mecklenburg counties to some point in

South Carolina, near the northern boundary line. Their

sturdy Scotch-Irish friends had already drifted from Pennsyl-

vania, where they, with the thousands of Germans, were first

dumped by the English land-agents upon American soil, to

upper South Carolina, and had commemorated their first

American home by naming the three northern counties of that



State York, Cliester and Lanoaster. Ephraim McDowell was

born in the north of Ireland. When only sixteen years old he

distinguished himself as a soldier in the siege of Londonderry.

He emigrated to America at the age of sixty-two, and, after

a short sojourn in Pennsylvania, moved with his sons to the

old McDowell home in Eockbridge county, Virginia. He was

descended from Someril, Lord of the Isles, through his son

Dougald, who founded the clan of McDougald. E'phraim

married Margaret Irvine, also of Scotch descent. His

son, Captain John McDowell, fell in repelling a Shawnee

; incursion, and was the first white man killed by the Indians

;

in the Valley of Virginia. His daughter Mary married

James Greenlee and was the mother of Grizzell or Grace

Greenlee. She first married Captain Bowman, who fell at

Ramseur's Mill, and, after the war, her cousin, General

^ Charles McDowell of Burke, who had inherited Quaker

]^ea.dowsJnJj775, at the death of his father, Joseph McDow-

ell the elder, the first settler on that place.

^'Hunting John" McDowell, so called because of his ventur-

ing into the wilderness so far from the white settlement in

pursuit of game, probably first took possession of his beautiful

home. Pleasant Gardens, in the Catawba Valley, in what is

now McDowell county, about the time when his cousin Joseph

settled at Quaker Meadows. I have not been able to ascertain

the maiden name of the wife of "Hunting John," nor of the

lady who married Joseph McDowell the elder; but there is

abundant evidence that both had improved the advantages of

being raised near Lexington, the Scotch-Irish educational cen-

j-Ht^il ?^'^^ J)t^-r^ 'hfM -M>- ^^•'^' M^ "h-^u^. '7;^,
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ter of the Valley of Virginia, and made their homes attractive

to the most refined and cultured people of their day. They

were doubtless religious, for we find that the first Presbyte-

rian minister who ever made his home in old Burke reported

to Synod in 1777 as the pastor at two points, Quaker Meadows

and Pleasant Gardens.

According to tradition the Quaker Meadows farm was so

called long before the McDowells or any other whites estab-

lished homes in Burke county, and derived its name from the

fact that the Indians, after clearing parts of the broad and

fertile bottoms, had suffered the wild grass to spring up and

form a large meadow, near which a Quaker had camped be-

fore the French-Indian war and traded for furs. On the 19th

of ISTovember, 1752, Bishop Spangenburg recorded in his

diary (Vol. V. Colonial Records, p. 6) that he was encamped

near Quaker Meadows, and that he was "in the forest 50

miles from all settlements." The Bishop desribed the low-

lands of John's River as the richest he had seen anywhere in

Carolina. But, after surveying a large area, he abandoned

the idea of taking title for it from Lord Granville, because

the Indian war began in 1753, the next year, and lasted nom-

inally seven years, though it was unsafe to venture west of

the Catawba till after 1763, and few incurred the risk of

doing so before 1770.

"Hunting John" McDowell first entered "Swan Ponds,"

about three miles above Quaker Meadows, but sold that place,

without occupying it, to Colonel Waightstill Avery, and estabi-

lished his home where his son James afterwards lived anid

3iW^^fc#-(^ AO^ c^iV'iW. Cl-<^i 'Hxi^^^AM, fcr^f-^ ^^ '0^"i^4i



where still later Adolphus Erwin lived for years before his

death. His home is three miles north of Marion on the road

leading to Bakersville and Bnrnsville. The name of Pleasant

Gardens was afterwards applied not only to this home but to

the place where Colonel John Carson lived higher np the

Catawba Valley, at the month of Buck Creek.

The McDowells and Carsons of that day and later reared

thorough-bred horses and made race-paths in the broad low-

lands of every large farm. They were superb horsemen,

crack shots and trained hunters. John McDowell of Pleasant

Gardens was a ISTimrod when he lived in Virginia, and we

learn from tradition that he acted as guide for his cousins

over his hunting ground when, at the risk of their lives,

they with their kinsmen, Greenlee and Bowman, traveled over

and inspected the valley of the Catawba from Morganton to

Old Port, and selected the large domain allotted to each of

them. They built and occupied strings of cabins, because the

few plank or boards used by them were sawed by hand and

the nails driven into them were shaped in a blacksmith's shop.

I have seen many old buildings, such as the old houses at Fort

Defiance, the Lenoir home, and Swan Ponds, where every

plank was fastened by a wrought nail with a large round head

sometimes half an inch in diameter. Prom these homes the

lordly old proprietors could in half an hour go to the water

or the woods and provide fish, deer or turkeys to meet the

whim of the lady of the house. They combined the pleasure

of sport with the profit of providing for their tables. The

old Quaker Meadows home is two miles from Morganton, but
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the eastern boundary of tlie farm is the Oatawba, only a mile

from the court-house. From the northwestern portion of the

town, since the land along the river has been cleared, this

magnificent and lordly estate is plainly visible, and the valley

and river present a charming view for a landscape painter.

From his house on a hill on the eastern bank of the river,

Peter Brank and his son-in-law, Captain David Vance, the

grandfather of Z. B. Vance, could see the home of the Mc-

Dowells. The place in the early days was surrounded by the

newly-found homes of the Greenlees, Erwins and Captain

Bowman, whose only daughter by his marriage with Grace

Greenlee was the grandmother of Mrs. Harriet Espy Vance,

first wife to Governor Vance. She was married to Govemor

Vance at Quaker Meadows—in full view of his grandfather's

first home in Burke.

"Hunting John" must have died during the early part of

the war for independence—probably near the time his ^a^^iiajp

,

Joseph died—in 1Y75.

THE COnSTCIL OAK.

On the 29th of August, 1780, Colonel Ferguson moved into"

Tryon (now Kutherford county) and camped first at Gilbert-

town, three miles north of Eutherfordton, with the purpose of

capturing Charles McDowell and destroying his command and

ultimately crossing into Washington and Sullivan counties

(now Tennessee) and dealing with Shelby and Sevier of the

Watauga settlement. Ferguson left Gilberttown with a de-

tachment, in search of Charles McDowell, but McDowell laid
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in ambush, at Bedford Hill, on Crane Creek, and fired upon

his force while crossing the creek at Cowan's Ford. Major

Dunlap was wounded and Fergiison was forced to retire to

Gilberttown.

After this aifair Charles McDowell retreated across the

mountains to warn Shelby and Sevier of the threatened

desolation of their country and to invite their co-operation in

an attack on Ferguson. It was agreed that the transmontane

men should be gathered as expeditiously as possible, while Mc-

Dowell should send messengers to Colonels Cleveland and

Herndon of Wilkes county and Major Joseph Winston of

Surry. The energies of Shelby, of Sullivan and Sevier of

Washington county, Korth Carolina, then embracing the

present State of Tennessee, were quickened by a message,

which Ferguson had released a prisoner to convey, to the effect

that he would soon cross the mountain, hang the leaders and

lay their country waste with fire and sword.

The clans were summoned to meet at Quaker Meadows on

the 30th of September, 1780. Meantime Charles McDowell

returned to watch Ferguson, protect cattle by assailing for-

aging parties and give information to Shelby and Sevier of

Ferguson's movements.

Eev. Samuel Doak invoked the blessings of God upon the

Watauga men, as they left for King's Mountain to meet Fer-

guson, whose blasphemous boast had been that God Almighty,

could not drive him from his position. Those tmstful old

Scotchmen afterwards believed in their hearts that tbe hand
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of God was in the movement which cost him his life and

destroyed his force.

On September 30th, Shelby, Sevier, Cleveland, Winston

and the three McDowells (Charles, Joseph of Quaker Mead-

ows, and Joseph of Pleasant Gardens) met at Quaker Mead-

ows, and on October 1st held a council of war under the shade

of a magnificent oak which stood near a spring on the Quaker

Meadows farm. This old tree, known as the Council Oak, had

weathered the storms of more than a century when it was

killed by lightning a few years since. At this historic spot

these intrepid leaders agreed upon the plan of campaign

against Ferguson. The fruit of their council was a victory,

which was the turning point of the war for independence.

This venerable tree has been visited by scores of persons,

and Burke takes pride in perpetuating the memory of the fact

that there the old pioneer patriots, including three of her own

sons, laid plans that turned the tide of war and possibly deter-

mined the destiny of the continent. The local Chapter of the

Daughters of the American Revolution has already bought

what is left of the old oak to be converted into souvenirs, and

it has been proposed that the Chapter purchase a little spot,

including the site of the oak, with the right of way to a road

leading to it, and erect upon it a pavilion where visitors may

rest.

THE McDowells at king's mountain.

Charles McDowell had organized the clans into a compact,

formidable force. The proposed scene of conflict was in his

district, and, under military rules then in force, he was en-
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titled to command. When, however, it became apparent that

jealousy might impair the efficiency of the little army, he

cheerfully agreed to go to Mecklenburg or Rowan and invite

General Davidson to take charge. After he had left on this

mission it was deemed by the council of war best to attack

Ferguson before his force could be strengthened by Corn-

wallis, and the result indicated the wisdom of this conclusion.

Governor Shelby published an account in 1823, in which,

after lauding General Charles McDowell as a patriot and a

brave and able officer, he said that after it was decided by the

council to send to headquarters for a general officer to take

command, Charles McD'owell requested, as he could not com-

mand, to be alloVs'ed to take the message, and added that "he

accordingly started immediately, leaving his men under his

brother. Major Joseph McDowell." (~Wlieeler's History,

Part II, page 59). It was Shelby who next day made the

generous move to place Campbell in command to obviate

the danger of delay. Within the next twenty years some

of the lineal descendants of Joseph McDowell of Pleasant

Gardens have insisted that the command of the Burke men at

King's Mountain devolved on their ancestor, not on his cousin

Joseph of Quaker Meadows. The writer would be rejoiced to

be convinced that this contention is well founded, but is con-

strained to conclude that it is not. Shelby had come over with

Sevier, at the instance of Charles McDowell, under whose

command he had previously fought with all three of the Mc-

Dowells at Musgrove's Mill and other places. He must have

known whether the brother or the cousin of Colonel Charles
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McDowell was next in rank to him, and he said it was the

bTother.

"Poor's Sketches of Congressmen" states that Joseph Mc-

Dowell, who was born at Winchester, Ya., in 1756, and died

in 1801, was elected a member of the third and also of the

fifth Congress, had commanded a portion of the right wing of

the army that stormed King's Mountain. In a subsequent

sketch of Joseph J. McDowell of Ohio he says that he was

born in Burke county, ]^. C, ISTovember 13, 1800, was a son

of Joseph McDowell, member from North Carolina, and was

himself a member from 1843 to 1847. The widow of Joseph

McDowell of Quaker Meadows left E^orth Carolina with her

little children and went to Kentucky soon after her husband's

death. His home was on the banks of John's River, near

where Bishop Spangenburg must have encamped when he de-

clared that the land was the most fertile he had seen in Caro-

lina. These sketches have always been prepared after consul-

tation with the member as to his previous history, and we

must conclude that both father and son bore testimony to

the truth of history—the father that he was in command, the

son that such was the family history derived from his mother.

Dr. Harvey McDowell, of Cynthiana, Ky., who presided over

the first Scotch-Irish Convention at I^ashville, Tenn., and

who died at the ripe age of fourscore, a year or two since, had

devoted much of his life to the study of family history, and

had conversed with members of the family who knew Joseph

of Quaker Meadows and Joseph of Pleasant Gardens and

were familiar with their history.
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Speaking of the agreement of Colonel Charles McDowell to

go to headquarters, Dr. Harvey McDowell says

:

"He thereupon turned over the command of his regiment to

his brother Joe of Quaker Meadoivs, who was thus promoted

from the position of Major, which he had held in this regi-

ment, to that of acting Colonel, and in the regular order of

promotion. Captain Joe of Pleasant Gardens (the cousin and

brother-in-law of the other Joe) became Major Joe, he having

been senior Captain of the regiment."

With the rank, one of Colonel and the other of Major, these

cousins of the same name led the brave sharp-shooters who

fought so heroically at Cowpens and in the many fights of less

consequence. Sarah McDowell, a daughter of Captain John,

who was killed by the Shawnees, married) Ciolonel George

,.M.offitt, a wealthy and distinguished officer in the war for inde-

pendence. His accomplished daughter Margaret married

Joseph McDt)well of Quaker Meadows, and her younger sister

Mary became the wife of Joseph of Pleasant Gardens. The

cousins served Burke county acceptably both in the House of

Cbmmons and Senate of the State Legislature and in the Con-

vention at Hillsboro, as they had both won distinction while

fighting side by side on a number of battlefields. The writer

has inclined to the opinion that both served in Congress,

Joseph McDowell, Jr., of Pleasant Gardens, from 1793 to

1795, when he died, and Joseph, Sr., of Quaker Meadows,

from 1797 to 1799. But this is still a debated question.

J
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THE TWO JOSEPHS.

Joseph McDowell of Quaker Meadows was a handsome

man, wonderfully magnetic, universally popular, and of more

than ordinary ability. He was a born leader of men and was

represented by the old men of the succeeding generation to

have retained till his death the unbounded confidence and

affection of his old soldiers. Margaret Moffitt was a woman of

extraordinary beauty, as was her sister Mary.

After the battle of King's Mountain, in October, Joseph

McDowell of Quaker Meadows remained in the field with 190

mounted riflemen, including the younger Joseph as one of his

officers, until he joined Morgan on December 29th and partici-

pated in the battle of Cowpens.

Joseph of Pleasant Gardens was a brilliant man of more

solid ability than his cousin of the same name. The late Silas

McDowell, who died in Macon county, but lived during his

early life, first in Burke and then in Buncombe, in discussing

in an unpublished letter, of which I have a copy, the prominent

men who lived "west of Lincoln county," reaches the con-

clusion that, prior to the day of D. L. Swain, Samuel P.,

Carson and Dr. Robert B. Vance, no man in that section had,

according to tradition, towered far above his fellows intellec-

tually except Joseph McDowell of Pleasant Gardens, whose

"light went out when he was in his noonday prime, and in the

last decade of the eighteenth century." He was bom February

26, 1758, and died in 1795. His widow married Colonel

John Carson, whose first wife was the daughter of "Hunting
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Jolm." Samuel P. Oarson, the oldest son by the second mar-

riage of Mary Moffit McDowell, was a member of the Senate

of ISTorth Carolina in 1822, and was born January 22, 1798.

(See Wheeler's Reminiscences, page 89). Joseph of Quaker

Meadows was born in 1756, was two years older, and therefore

must have been Joseph, Sr. Wheeler records the name of

Joseph McDowell, Jr., as having served successively from

1787 to 1792, inclusive, as a member of the House of Com-

mons from Burke county, biit not after the latter date. ( See

list of Burke Legislators, Wheeler's History, Part II, page

62). Joseph McDowell, according to same authority, was a

State Senator, succeeding General Charles, from 1791 to

1795, inclusive, and during that time did not serve in Con-

gress, though he unquestionably served later. These and

other facts have led the writer to believe Joseph, Jr., served

one term in Congress, from 1793 to 179 5, when he died, and

that afterwards, and up to the time of his death, the elder

cousin was a member. Joseph McDowell, Jr., was not in

public life after 1792, unless he served one term in Congress

before his death. It is not probable that he lived from 1792

to 1795 without holding an official position.

THE Mcdowell women—mrs. grace greenlee mcdowell,
mrs. margaret moefitt mcdowell, mrs. mary moffitt
Mcdowell. - ,

VMrs. Margaret Moffitt McDowell, says Dr. Harvey Mc-

D'owell, was a beautiful and charming woman. After the

death of her husband she returned to the Valley of Virginia

and went thence to Kentucky. Amongst her descendants
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was a son, Joseph J., already mentioned, a member of Con-

gress, and many other people prominent in pnblic or social

life, both of Kentucky and Ohio.

Mrs. Mary Moffitt McDowell was the mother of Mrs. Mar-

garet McDowell, who married her cousin, Captain Charles

McDowell, a son of General Charles, and was the mistress at

the Quaker Meadows home, wdiere she kept a house always

open to her friends till her death in 1859. Her oldest

daughter, Mary, first married General John Gray Bynum in

1838, and subsequently became the second wife of Chief Jus-

tice Pearson in 1859. The late Judge John Gray Bynum
was the only son. Another daughter, Eliza, was the wife of

l^icholas W. Woodfin, one of the ablest lawyers of his day,

and another, Margaret, married W. F. McKesson, and was

the mother of the first Mrs. F. H. Busbee and of C. F,

McKesson. Another daughter married John Woodfin, a

prominent lawyer, who fell at the head of his battalion, re-

sisting Kirk's invasion at Warm Springs. The only son who

survived Mrs. Annie McDowell was Cblonel James C. S.

McDowell. He married Miss Julia, daughter of Governor

Charles Manly. His first service was when, as Second Lieu-

tenant of Company G of the Bethel Regiment, he partici-

pated in the first battle of the war. Later he became Colonel

of the Fifty-fourth ITorth Carolina Regiment, and fell gal-

lantly leading it in a charge on Marye's Heights in 1863.

James McDowell, his oldest son, married Margaret Erwin,

and was the father of Dr. Joseph McDowell of Buncombe

and Dr. John C. McDowell of Burke, both of whom were
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members of the Secession Convention of 1861, and of Colonel

William, who was Captain in the Bethel Eegiment and after-

wards Colonel of the Sixtieth North Carolina. Another son,

John McDowell, was the father of Colonel John of Ruther-

ford County.

After the death of her husband, Mrs. Mary McDowell mar-

ried Colonel John Carson, and made her home at his mansion

near the mouth of Buck Cl'oek, on the Catawba. The name

of Pleasant Gardens followed her and was applied to her new

as well as her old home. Her oldest son by the second mar-

riage. Colonel Samuel P. Carson, after serving in the Legis-

lature of the State, served four terms in Congress. He was

at first a favorite of Old Hickory, and was selected as the

readiest debater in the House to defend the administration on

the floor of that body. He afterwards became the friend of

John C. Calhoun, and his defense of nullification estranged

Jackson and led to Carson's retirement from Congress. The

last service of Carson to the State was as one of the members

from Burke of the Constitutional Convention of 1835. His

father had been one of Burke's members of the Convention of

1Y89, when the Constitution of the United States had been

ratified by the State.

In the writer's boyhood older men spoke of Sam Carson as

the most eloquent speaker and the most fascinating gentleman

they had known.

In the early part of the year 1835, Samuel Carson went,

with the view of finding a home, to the republic of Texas,

then struggling with Mexico for independence. It was dur-
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ing his absence tliat he was elected a member of the Constitu-

tional Convention of 1835. He migrated to Texas in 1836,

and soon after his arrival was chosen a member of the Con-

vention of 1836j which framed a Constitution, and, upon the

election of General Samuel Houston to the presidency of the

young republic, was made Secretary of State. The efforts

of Carson to secure recognition of the Lone Star State were

potent in beginning the agitation, which culminated in 1845

in recognition and annexation.

THE CARSON-VANCE DUEL.

Stung hj defeat in 1825, Dr. Robert B. Vance determined

to break him down in 1827. He believed, it is supposed on

account of Carson's great amiability, that Carson was a cow-

ard, though a more fatal mistake was never made, and, acting

upon that belief, charged in a public discussion at Morgan-

ton that Colonel John Carson, the father of his opponent, and

who has already been mentioned as a member of the Conven-

tion which adopted the Constitution of the United States, at

Fayetteville, was a Tory, and took protection when Ferguson

invaded Burke. Colonel Carson rose and denounced Vance

as a liar. Vance tauntingly said to him : "You are too old.

You have a gallant son, whose duty it is to fight your bat-

tles." I am reliably informed that Vance did not believe

that Samuel Carson would resent this insult, and he knew tJiat

if he should not he could never be elected again after the

election which was to take place in a few days.
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To sliow how widely mistaken Dr. Vance was in his esti-

mate of Carson, the writer has heard from his father that on

the night after this discussion, Samnel P. Carson, his six

brothers and his father met at the old family home, at the

mouth of Buck Creek, and though the old Colonel insisted

upon sending a challenge, his sons overruled him, and agreed

that after the approaching election Samuel should challenge

Vance, and should Samuel fall, each of the brothers, begin-

ning with thci oldest, Joseph McDowell Carson of Ruther-

ford, should challenge him in succession. The Colonel was

appeased by an agreement that should Vance kill all of his

boys he should then have the opportunity to avenge the insult.

All of the brothers were cool and courageous and were crack

shots. Soon after the election Carson crossed the Tennessee

line to avoid a violation of the laws of his own State, and sent

by Cblonel Alney B'urgin of Old Fort an invitation to Vance

to come over to Tennessee and discuss the grievance com-

plained of. Carsouj with the disting-uished Warren David

of South Carolina as a second, and accompanied by David

Crockett as a friend, met and mortally wounded Vance at

Saluda. Just before taking his place, Carson, who was as

kind as he was courageous, said to Warren David : "I can hit

him anywhere I choose. I prefer to inflict a wound that will

not prove fatal." David said: "Vance will try to kill you,

and, if he receives only a flesh wound, will demand another

shot, which will mean another chance to kill you. I will not

act for you unless you promise me to do your best to kill

him." Carson promised, and Vance fell mortally wounded.
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Carson's heart was tender, and he died lamenting that the

demands of an imperious custom had forced him to wreck his

own peace of mind, in order to save the honor of his family

and remove the reproach upon his name.

The oldest son of Colonel Carson, Joseph McDowell Oar-

son, was a prominent lawyer, and represented Rutherford

county in the Convention of 1835, and frequently in the Leg-

islature. He was the grandfather of Captain Joseph Mills of

Burke and of Mrs. Frank Coxe of Asheville, as well as of

Ralph P. Carson, a prominent lawyer of South Carolina.

One of the Daughters of "Hunting John" married a Whit-

son, and her descendants for a century have been honored citi-

zens of McDowell and Buncombe counties. One of them

married the only daughter of Samuel P. Carson. Joseph

McD. Burgin of Old Fort, a son of General Alney Burgin,

who bore the message to Vance, is another of his worthy de-

scendants, and the accomplished daughter of Captain Burgin

is the wife of the golden-tongued orator of the West, Hon.

Locke Craig.

Colonel William Carson, second son of Mrs. Mary Moffitt

Carson and J. Logan Carson, third son of her marriage with

Colonel John Carson, both lived and died on one of the farms

known as Pleasant Gardens. William married twice, and

amongst his descendants are many prominent men and esti-

mable and accomplished ladies. William Carson Ervin of

Morganton is a grandson of William Carson, and J. L. Car-

son was the grandfather of Mrs. W. McD. Burgin and Mrs.

P. J. Sinclair of Marion. C. Manly McDowell is the
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i"
^ Sheriff of Burke county, and her most popular citizen. He

' ^ is a son of Colonel James CI S'. McDowell of the Fifty-fourth

;
^ ISTorth Carolina, who fell at Marye's Heights, and the grand-

;
"^1 son of Captain Charles, son of General Charles and of Annie,

^ daughter of Joseph of Pleasant Gardens and Mary Moffitt.

*s^ William Walton, a grandson of Colonel James and a gradu-

t'X
'

^ ate of the University, won a commission as Lieutenant in the

('^ \ Philippines by his gallantry and good conduct, and, thanks

"V"^ to his university training, stood the examination for the regii-

' ^v '^ lai" army.

\vA. TPTE PKJESENT CONDITION OF THESE OLD HOMES.

li
^ C^s. The saoredness of home to all of us is born of its associa-

' 4 VA^^°^ with loved ones who have entered into our lives. So we

. ^* 1 {j listen to historical legends which connect homes with people

, -^W who have won a place in history.

}
^ d The Quaker Meadows of the Revolutionary era was known

M '^'k^istorically as the place where patriots rallied and where the

^
^ ^ chiefs, under the old Council Oak, laid the foundation stone

* ' |"''-ti of our independence. Later it was known to visitors as the

i*^ ^^ home where .Grace Greenlee McDowell dispensed a lavish

f
"^ hospitality to her friends and to the old comrades of her hus-

"^ \ band. She was known as the cultured woman who (with an

infant in her arms, the gi'andmother of Mrs. Harriet Espy

Vance) rode to Eamseur's Mills to nurse her wounded hus-

band, and who afterwards went into a cave to aid in the

secret manufacture of powder. To her family she was the

lovely Christian mother who whispered into infants' ears the
i

'^\. J^'ttA ^^ M-'^-e-.
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story of the Cross, and taught her children, growing into

manhood and womanhood, how, though remote from towns,

to be cultured ladies and gentlemen.

It seems sad to those who have inherited the old English

idea of establishing and maintaining family ancestral homes

that descend from sire to son for ages, that these old dwell-

ings have passed into the hands of good people outside of the

families who founded them. Though their connection with

family names has ceased, it is a patriotic duty of all who love

their country and appreciate the blessings of liberty to per-

petuate the history of these old homes as the scenes of great

events. I have tried to show that many good and true and

some great people trace their origin to the founders of these

homes that in the last century were nurseries of the courage

and fortitude that carried King's Mountain.

MRS. C. A. CILLEY, MRS. MARGARET BUSBEE SHIPP, MISS
MARGARET McDOWELL AND MRS. LEE S. OVERMAN.

It is not inappropriate to mention a few of the McDowell

women of to-day who are well known in ISTorth Carolina by

other names.

The names of Mrs. O. A. Cilley, Mrs. Margaret Busbee

Shipp, Miss Margaret McDowell of Morganton and Mrs. Lee

S. Overman are living representatives of the Pleasant Gar-

dens and Quaker Meadows stock, who show that the families

have not degenerated in learning or culture. Mrs. Cilley is

the great-granddaughter of Charles McDowell and Grace

Greenlee. Mrs. Shipp is a descendant, one degree further
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removed, of Charles McDowell and Grace Greenlee, and also

of Joseph McDowell of Pleasant Gardens. Miss Margaret

McDowell is a great-granddaughter of Joseph McDowell of

Pleasant Gardens. Mrs. Lee S. Overman is the great-great-

granddaughter of General Charles McDowell and Grace

Greenlee. She is the wife of Senator Overman and the

daughter of the late distinguished Chief Justice Merrimon

and the niece of Judge James H. Merrimon, the two ahlest

and most distinguished of the descendants of General Charles

McDowell. All of these ladies contribute interesting articles

for the press. Mrs. Shipp is the widow of Lieutenant W. EL

Shipp, who fell at Santiago. JSTorth Carolina is proud of

him as a son and the nation of his career as a soldier.

-ff. -^

. &i^ ***</«- {Ki



READING FOR. SCHOOLS

Old Time Stories
of the

Old North State
By L. A. McCORKLE

A book which every child in North Carolina should read.

PraWs Americans Story for

Americans Children
A series of Historical Readers adapted for the earlier grades, which sets
forth in an impartial spirit and in a strong and fascinating style the
main facts of the early history of our country. (Ii'ivE Volumes).

Home and School Classics
Thirty-nine volumes graded for all schools, and offering the best reading
to be found in the world's literature for children of all ages. Complete
texts, carefully edited and printed, beautifully illustrated, durably bound
and sold at low prices.

WRITE TO THE PUBLISHERS FOR CIRCULARS

D. C. HEATH & COMPANY
BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO LONDON



GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT.

UNDER AUSPICES OF THE

NORTH CAROLINA

Society Daughters of the Revolution,

YOUR NORTH CAROLINA ANCESTRY CAN BE
CAREFULLY TRACED.

The Colonial Records of North Carolina, records of the different coim-

ties, family papers and State histories will be readily examined for

parties desiring to have their ancestry traced. Their ancestors must

have resided in the State of North Carolina during the Revolutionary

and Colonial periods.

Fee for such researches, $^5.

Write for particulars, enclosing stamp for reply, to

Mrs. Helen DeBeeniere Hoopeb Wills,

Corner Person and Polk Streets,

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA.

COATS OF ARMS EMBLAZONED AT REASONABLE RATES.

PICTURES OF OLD HOMES AND PORTRAITS SECURED IF OBTAINABLE.

For Coats of Arms, etc., address

Miss Mary Hilliaed Hinton,

"Midway Plantation,"

BALEIGH, north CAROLINA.

E. M. UZZELL & CO.,

PRINTERS AND BINDERS,

COR. WILMINGTON AND MARTIN STREETS,

RALEIGH, N. C.



North Carolina Historical Commission*

Established by Laws of 1903.

Me. W. J. PEELE, Chaikman, Kaleigh, N. C.

Mr. R. D. W. CONNOR, Secretary, Wilmington, N. C.

Rev. Dr. J. D. HUFHAM, Henderson, N. C.

Dr. R. H. DILLARD, Edenton, N. C.

Mr. F. a. SONDLEY, Asheville, N. C.

PRIZES.

The Commission offers three prizes of $100 each, as follows:

1. Best Biographical Sketch of a North Carolinian.

2. Best History of any Decade from 1781 to 1861 (excluding 1791-

1801 and 1831-1841).

3. Best History of any County in North Carolina.

The conditions under which the contest is held will be furnished upon

application to the Secretary of the Commission.

The Commission will be glad to be apprised of any valuable unpub-

lished manuscripts, letters, documents or records relating to the history

of North Carolina.



MECHANICS AND INVESTORS DNION,
J. C. DREWRY, Pres. B. S. JERMA]S, Treas.

GEORGE AIiliEN, Secretary.

A Monthly Payment Certificate, $100 that will mature in 45, 50, 60, 80 or 100 months, as
preferred, will cost from 80 cents to $2.00 per month. About the cost of

one soft drink per day.

Can Yow Afford Not to Save and. Invest a Portion of Your Earnings

? ? ? ?

GEORGE ALLEN, Secretary,

IP-u-lleia- B-uL±lciia3.g, _ _ - Kal©±g]n.3 3Sr. C-

ALLEN'S FORTY LESSONS—BOOKKEEPING.
Every business and professional man or w^oman should understand the science

of accounts, which can be easily learned by the study of this book. No teacher required.
Teachers and business men say that it is clear, correct and practical. Over 7,000 copies
have been sold. Price, §1? sent postpaid. Address

GEORGE ALI.EN, RalelgU, N. C.

ESTABLISHED 1891.

THE COMMERCIAL AND FARMERS BANK,

OK RALEIGH, N. C.

Capital Stock, . . . $100,000.00

Surplus, .... 60,000.00

Deposits, .... 500,000.00

Under Its Charter Acts as Executor, Administrator and Guardian. Safe Deposit Boxes

for Rent. Respectfully Solicits Business from Responsible Individuals

and Corporations.

J. J. THOMAS, President. B. S. JERMAN, Cashier.

A. A. THOMPSON, Vice-President. H. MV. JACK.S01V, Asst. Cashier.



the: old reliable:
HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH CAROI.INA

FOR

BOOKS AND STATIONERY.
Aside from a Large Line of School Books and Supplies,

Stationery, Fiction, etc., we will take care of your orders for

RARE OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS.
All Orders Given Our Personal Attention.

AlKRED ^?V^ILLIA]V[S &> Co.,
RALEIGH, N. C.

Raleigh Marble Works,
COOPER BROS., Proprietors,

Raleigb, N. C.

Monuments^

Iron Fences^

Vases^ Settees.

fi@^We Pay the Freight. Send for Catalogue.



50,000 OLD BOOKS FOR SALE

Plates, Prints, Stamps, Coin and Old Mahogany Furniture.

1,000 Titles on ' North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia

History and the South. Send for list. Mention your duplicate

for exchange. We want all North Carolina, South Carolina and

Virginia Laws, Journals, Documents and Histories.

BOOK KXCHANGE,












