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John Branch, Secretary of the Navy in the

Cabinet of President Jackson, etc.

By Maeshall DeLancey Haywood,

Author of "Governor William Tryon and His Administration in the

Province of North Carolina, 1765-1771," "Lives of the

Bishops of North Carolina," "Ballads of Coura-

geous Carolinians," etc.

Before the office of Secretary of the l^avy was created,

the functions which were later performed by the occupant of

that office devolved upon the Chairman of the Committee on

ISTaval Affairs in the old Continental Congress, and Joseph

Hewes, of !N^orth Carolina—a Revolutionary statesman, who

made his name immortal by signing the Declaration of Inde-

pendence—was the first person who held that post. Since

the Revolution, five North Carolinians have, at different pe-

riods of our country's history, entered the President's official

family in the capacity of Secretary of the ISTavy, viz. : John

Branch, in the Cabinet of President Jackson; George Ed-

mund Badger, in the Cabinet of the first President Harrison

;

William Alexander Graham, in the Cabinet of President Fill-

more; James Cochran Dobbin, in the Cabinet of President

Pierce; and Josephus Daniels (present incumbent), in the

Cabinet of President Wilson. It is the purpose of the writer

of this sketch to give an account of the distinguished services,

both State and IsTational, of the first of these five cabinet

officials.

John" Beanch^ three times Speaker of the Senate of ISTorth

Carolina, three times Governor of that State, a member of

the United States Senate and ISTational House of Representa-

tives, Secretary of the ISTavy, member of the IN'orth Carolina
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Constitutional Convention of 1835, last Governor of the Ter-

ritory of Florida, and first Acting Governor of the State of

Florida, was born in the town of Halifax, in Halifax County,

ISTorth Carolina, on the 4th day of IsTovember, 1782, at a time

when his father, Lieutenant-Colonel John Branch, was

bravely participating in the War for American Independence,

then drawing to a successful close. The services of the Revo-

lutionary patriot, last mentioned, were useful and varied.

He was High Sheriff of the County of Halifax at the outbreak

of the war; and, while acting in that capacity, was a terror

to the Tories in that vicinity. The records of the Committee

of Safety tell us that he brought disaffected persons before

the committee and "prayed condign punishment upon them."

He was a Justice of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions

(a tribunal made up of all the magistrates of the county)

from December 23, 17Y6, until after the close of hostilities.

On February IX, 1Y80, he became Lieutenant-Colonel of the

Halifax Regiment of ISJ'orth Carolina Militia; and, as such,

served for a while in the army of General Greene. In 1781

he was one of the State Auditors for the Halifax District.

He was a member of the House of Commons at two sessions

during the war, 1781 and 1782 ; and once in 1788, after the

return of peace. He likewise served as a delegate to the Con-

vention of ISTorth Carolina which rejected the proposed Con-

stitution of the United States in 1788—he voting with the

majority to reject. For many years after the war he held

a seat in the Council of State, during the administrations of

Governors Richard Dobbs Spaight (the elder), Samuel Ashe,

Benjamin Williams, and James Turner. Colonel Branch

survived the Revolution nearly twenty-five years. He be-

longed to the Masonic fraternity and was a member of Royal

White Hart Lodge, ISTo. 2, in the town of Halifax. A con-

temporaneous newspaper announcement of his death said

:

"Departed this life, on the 14th of March, 1S06, at Elk Marsh, in

Halifax County, N. Carolina, Col. John Branch, a soldier of the
Revolution. Of this good man, the voice of panegyric is wont to
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sound praises in the most exalted strain. As a man, lie was brave,

open, and ingenuous ; as a citizen, active and useful ; as a husband,

father, and master, he was kind, tender, and afCectionate. The child

of sorrow found in him a protector ; the man of worth, a sincere

friend ; the poor and needy sought shelter beneath his hospitable

roof, and a numerous circle of acquaintances will partake of his

glad cheer no more forever. His morning sun was fair and un-

clouded ; its meridian, bright and effulgent ; and its descending rays

insured him a glorious immortality."

In the Will of Colonel Branch, he left (among other prop-

erty) to his son Joseph "ten thousand acres of land in the

State of Tennessee, on the waters of Duck River." By the

same will, Joseph was given a 600-acre tract called "The

Cellar," near Enfield. "The Cellar" or "Cellar Field" was

afterward owned and occupied by Governor Branch, who

probably purchased it from his brother.

Colonel John Branch, Sr., was twice married : first, to

Eebecca Bradford (daughter of Colonel John Bradford and

his wife, Patience Reed), and left by her the following five

children

:

I. James Branch, who was twice married and left an only

child, who died young, upon which his property (by the

terms of his Will) reverted to his brothers and sisters.

II. Martha Branch, who married General Ely Benton

Whitaker.

III. John Branch, Jr., subject of the present sketch, who

married (first) Elizabeth Foort, and (second) Mrs. Mary

Eliza Bond, nee Jordan.

IV. Joseph Branch, who married Susan Simpson O'Bryan,

and removed to Tennessee, where he died in 1827, at the

town of Franklin, leaving (among other children) Lawrence

O'Bryan Branch, of ISTorth Carolina, who became a Brigadier-

General in the Confederate Army, and was killed at the

Battle of Sharpsburg, otherwise known as Antietam.

V. Patience W. Branch, who married the Reverend Daniel

Southall.
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The second wife of Colonel John Branch, Sr., was Eliza-

beth ISTorwood, daughter of John ]S[orwood, and a sister of

Judge William ISTorwood, of Hillsborough, ISTorth Carolina.

By her he left the three following children

:

I. William Joseph Branch, who married Rosa Williams

Harriss.

II. Washington Lenoir Branch, who married Martha Anna

Lewis.

III. Elizabeth Ann Branch, who married (first) Gideon

Alston, and (second) the Reverend William Burge.

As already stated, one of the sons of Colonel John Branch

was John Branch (known as John Branch, Jr., during his

father's lifetime), and to the latter's career we shall now con-

fine this sketch.

It was in the General Assembly of ISTorth Carolina, which

convened at Raleigh on the 18th of November, 1811, that

John Branch, our present subject, made his first appear-

ance in public life, having been elected State Senator from

the county of Halifax. So acceptable were his services to

the people of his county that he was repeatedly re-elected.

Twice during the Second War with Great Britain, in 1813

and 1814, he was State Senator; and, as such, was a firm

supporter of the measures of the National and State admin-

istrations in prosecuting that war. He was chairman of the

Joint Legislative Committee which presented resolutions of

censure (December 15, 1813) against the Honorable David

Stone, in a tone so severe as to cause that gentleman to resign

from the United States Senate, and make place for a more

active supporter of the war measures demanded by the people

of North Carolina. Mr. Branch had attained so high a repu-

tation that when he was next sent to the State Senate, in

1815, that body unanimously elected him Speaker—the pre-

siding officer of the Senate then being called Speaker, instead

of having the more recent title of President. He was again

State Senator and again unanimously elected Speaker, at the
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two following sessions of 1816 and 181Y. On tiie 3d of

December, 1817, while serving his third term as Speaker of

the State Senate, Mr. Branch was elected Governor of IsTorth

Carolina by a joint ballot of the General Assembly—the office

of Governor then being annually filled by the Legislature,

and not by popular choice. On the day after his election as

Governor, Mr. Branch sent in his resignation, both as Speaker

and member of the Senate, whereupon that body unanimously

passed the following resolution:

''Resolved, That the thanks of this House be presented to the late

Speaker thereof, Colonel John Branch, for the able and impartial

manner in which he has discharged the duties of the chair; and that

a select committee of this House, composed of Mr. Murphey and Mr.

Pickett, be appointed to wait on Colonel Branch and make known to

him this Resolution."

Mr. Branch was re-elected Governor on l^ovember 24,

1818; and elected for the third time on ISTovember 25, 1819,

serving until December 7, 1820. In his official correspond-

ence, and messages to the General Assembly, we see evidences

of sagacity and foresight, while the humaneness of his dis-

position is shown by efforts to secure alterations of the over-

severe penal laws of the time in which he lived.

Though Mr. Branch was elected Governor in 1817, he was

not inaugurated until December 6th in that year, when the

General Assembly had transacted most of its business, and

hence it was not until the Legislature of 1818 convened that

he transmitted his views on public matters, in the shape of

an annual message, on ISTovember 18th in that year. Concern-

ing education he then said

:

"In a government like ours, where the sovereignty resides in the

people, and where all power emanates from, and, at stated periods,

returns to them for the purpose of being again delegated, it is of the

last importance to the well being and to the existence of government

that the public mind should be enlightened. Our sage and patriotic

ancestors who achieved the liberties of our country, and to whom we
are indebted for our present benign and happy form of government,

duly impressed with the magnitude of the subject, and anxiously

solicitous to impart stability to our institutions, and to transmit to
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posterity the inestimable boon for whlcb they fought and bled, have,

as regards this subject, with more than parental caution, imposed the

most solemn obligations on all of those who may be called to admin-

ister the government. Permit me, therefore, to refer you in a par-

ticular manner to this solemn injunction contained in the Constitu-

tion of the State of North Carolina, Article XLI, 'that a school or

schools shall be established by the Legislature for the convenient

instruction of youth, with such salaries to the masters, to be paid by

the public, as may enable them to instruct at low prices ; and all use-

ful learning shall be duly encouraged and promoted in one or more

Universities.' Let it be recollected that by this chart we are bound

as the servants of the people, under the solemnities of an oath, to

steer the vessel of state; and when we connect this imperious duty

with the luminous and impressive appeals which have so often been

made to the Legislature for the last year or two, I apprehend that

nothing that I could add would impart additional force. It surely

will not be denied that it is a subject, of all others, in a republican

government, of the most vital importance : for it is in this way, and
this alone, that our republican institutions can be perpetuated, or that

radical changes can be effected in the morals and manners of the

people."

In this message tlie Governor also commended the cause of

internal improvements, dwelt upon the banking system of

that day and other matters not of present interest, and earn-

estly recommended that punishments under the criminal law

should be made less severe. The desirability of establishing

a penitentiary was also discussed, imprisonment therein to

supplant the many capital punishments then imposed by the

statutes.

It is a fact not generally known that the Supreme Court of

ITorth Carolina was established in pursuance of a recommen-

dation contained in the above-mentioned annual message,

which Governor Branch sent to the Legislature on November

18, 1818, Before that time, the highest judicial tribunal in

the State had been called the Supreme Court, but the Su-

preme Court of North Carolina, in its present form, was not

organized until the year just mentioned. In his message,

Governor Branch dwelt at some length on the inconveniences

of the court procedure then existing, and closed by saying:

"I will take the liberty of recommending that three additional
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judges be appointed to preside in our Supreme Court, with

sufficient salaries attached to the offices to command the first

legal talents of the State." ]^o time was lost by the Legisla-

ture in acting upon the Governor's recommendation, for Chap-

ter I. at that session established the Supreme Court, and

Chapter II. made some supplemental provisions defining its

jurisdiction. The new Court first convened on January 1,

1819, John Louis Taylor presiding as Chief Justice, with

Leonard Henderson and John Hall as Associates—worthy

fore-runners of the long line of eminent jurists who have

since given l!^orth Carolina a rank second to none in the judi-

cial annals of America.

Governor Branch's interest in the cause of public education

never flagged ; and, when the next session of the State Legis-

lature convened, he renewed his former recommendations,

saying in his annual message, dated I^ovember 17, 1819

:

"In the first place, as claiming a pre-eminence above all others,

allow me to call your attention to the subject of the education of

youth, the only durable basis of everything valuable in a government

of the people, and to press on your attention the moral and political

obligations which you are under, created and imposed by the solemn

injunctions of the Constitution, to patronize and encourage a general

diffusion of knowledge ; for, when we advert to the languishing con-

dition of some of our nurseries of science, and observe the apathy

which prevails in regard to their advancement, it becomes a subject

of no less astonishment than regret."

In the same message Governor Branch speaks in terms of

emphatic condemnation of one of the most oppressive and

unjust laws of that day, as follows

:

"Imprisonment for debt must be considered as a kind of punishment
which is inflicted at the mercy of the creditor, and must often be

exercised upon objects where pity and not punishment is due. In

truth it seems to be a remnant of that Gothic policy which prevailed

during the ruder ages of society—a policy as barbarous as it is use-

less, and it is to me strange that it should so long have been suffered

to disgrace the code of laws of a State which might otherwise boast

of its freedom and humanity."

This message likewise refers to another law, then on the

statute books, which provided that a person convicted of per-
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jury should have his ears cropped off and nailed to the pillory,

in these words

:

"The cruel and sanguinary nature of the punishment inflicted on

those guilty of perjury, and probably some other offences, without

reference to the different degrees of criminality, are well worthy of

legislative animadversion. The certainty of punishment, it is uni-

versally admitted, has more influence in preventing the commission

of crimes than its severity. Hence it is desirable to apportion, as

nearly as practicable, the punishment to the enormity of the offence."

Love for the memory of Washington by the people of ISTorth

Carolina had moved a former Legislature to provide for the

making of a marble statue of the Father of his Country, by

the great sculptor Canova, to be placed in the rotunda of the

Capitol, and to give an order to the artist Thomas Sully for

two full-length portraits of the same great patriot—one to

be hung in each of the two Houses of the General Assembly.

In a special message, dated ISTovember 23, 1819, Governor

Branch announced that the statue would soon be ready for

delivery, and suggested that the State content itself with one

portrait of Washington. He said

:

"However much we may be disposed to honor the virtue and perpet-

uate the fame of the immortal patriot, yet it appears to me that it

will look a little like overdoing the matter to have a marble statue

and two portraits of the same person in the same building."

The advice of the Governor was followed by the Legisla-

ture, which procured one portrait instead of two. This por-

trait (copied by Sully from Stuart's original) was saved

from the burning Capitol in which Canova's statue was de-

stroyed, June 21, 1831, and still adorns the walls of the

House of Representatives in Raleigh.

The wisdom and foresight of Governor Branch were strik-

ingly displayed in his last annual message, November 22,

1820, when he referred to impostors in the medical profession,

and urged a system of regulation for the government of physi-

cians. This was his language

:

"The science of medicine, so vitally interesting to our citizens and
so well deserving of legislative attention, has as yet, with a few excep-
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tions, passed unnoticed and unprotected. And it must be admitted,

however unpleasant the admission, that there are but few States in

the Union, wliere medicine is in a less reputable condition than in

North Carolina. The question naturally occurs, why is this the case?

The answer is obvious. Because, in almost every other part of the

country, a medical education, regularly acquired, and formally com-

pleted at some public medical university, or satisfactory testimonials

of professional ability from some respectable and legally constituted

Board of Physicians, is essential to the attainment of public respect

and public confidence.

"Hitherto the time of our annual sessions has been almost exclus-

ively devoted to the preservation and secvirity of property, while the

lives, health, and happiness of a numerous and intelligent population

have been left at the mercy of every pretender ; and thousands and
tens of thousands of our fellow-citizens, I might say, have fallen vic-

tims to the empirical efforts of a host of intruders.

"The youth of our State who have been reared and educated for the

profession, with that native modesty which I trust will ever charac-

terize them, advance with becoming diffidence in their avocations,

while the more adventurous quack, presuming on the ignorance and

credulity of the people, runs off with the spoil. This certainly in no

one instance can last long ; but, from the facility with which these

persons change quarters, and from the eagerness with which aflHicted

humanity seizes the offered relief, the first fruits are but too often

gathered by the rash though ignorant practitioner. Under these cir-

cumstances, what inducements have our young men to trudge up the

rugged hill of science and spend their time and patrimony in laying

the foundation for future usefulness? True, the intellectual triumph

is exquisite ; but, of itself, it is insufficient to sustain the diffident and

desponding youth who finds himself pressed by so many difficulties,

and finds, too, that his very sustenance is taken from him by the

characters above alluded to.

"Again, it must be mortifying to see our young men constrained to

abandon their native State in pursuit of medical science abroad,

where, too often, in reaping the fruits of science, foreign principles

and foreign habits are formed, not only opposed to the genius and

spirit of our government, but measurably disqualifying them in other

respects for useful life—thus exhausting, as it were, the last earn-

ings of parental industry and frugality to obtain what might, with

little effort, be as well obtained at home. Let me, however, observe,

what may be deemed superfiuous, that this Medical Board will not

prejudice the pretensions of any practitioner of the present day, for

its operations must necessarily be prospective.

"This subject presents so many interesting points, and in truth is

so susceptible of illustration, that I must believe it is only necessary
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to interest the mind of the intelligent statesmen to perceive its im-

portance.

"I am aware that some diversity of sentiment may be expected as

to the manner in which the Medical Board, above alluded to, should

be established ; but that it is not only practicable but highly exjye-

dient, none, I think, can rationally doubt when they advert to the uni-

form success which has attended the efforts of many of our sister

States. Let me then entreat you, as the guardians of the people's best

interests, to give this subject, of all others the most interesting, a

full, fair, and dispassionate consideration."

Under the State Constitution then in force, Governor

Branch was not eligible for more than three terms in succes-

sion, and in his last message he made (by way of conclusion)

warm acknowledgments to the Legislature for past honors, in

the following words:

"I shall now, gentlemen, close this desultory address ; and, in doing

so, permit me to tender you, and through you my fellow-citizens

generally, the unfeigned homage of my respect and gratitude. If, in

the discharge of the duties attached to the Executive Office, my con-

duct has been such as to give efficacy to a government of laws—to

impart in the smallest degree vitality and energy to the benign and
happy institutions under which we live, and finally to meet the ap-

probation of my fellow-citizens, I can confidently say that my highest

ambition will have been gratified, and that my fondest and most

ardent anticipations have been realized."

While Mr. Branch filled the Executive Chair in Kaleigh,

a little incident occurred (communicated to the writer by the

Governor's granddaughter, Mrs. Eppes) which makes an in-

teresting story. On going to his tailor's on one occasion, a

small boy employed in the shop ran out and held his horse.

After finishing his business, the Governor spoke kindly to the

little fellow and tossed him half a dollar as he rode away.

More than forty-five years thereafter, in June, 1865, when

one of Governor Branch's daughters returned to her home in

Tennessee, which she had left a few years earlier to be near

her husband, Major-General Daniel S. Donelson, of the Con-

federate Army, who had died in 1863, she found the place in

a state of dilapidation and filth, with wood-work and furnish-

ings wantonly broken and defaced, and the building occupied

by a Federal officer, who refused to yield possession of the
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place, though the war was over. Mrs. Donelson had made

the trip from Florida in wagons, accompanied by some of

her former slaves, and under the escort of her brother-in-law,

Mr. Arvah Hopkins. Having occasion to continue his jour-

ney by rail to 'New York, Mr. Hopkins stopped in Washington

and obtained an interview with President Johnson, to whom
he explained the treatment Mrs. Donelson had received.

After listening attentively, the President had an order issued

and forwarded by telegraph to the occupant of the Donelson

house to vacate it immediately, to have the premises cleaned,

and workmen employed to repair such damage as the place

had received. Then turning to Mr. Hopkins, he said : "I

thank you, sir, for telling me of Mrs. Donelson's predicament.

I woundn't have missed this opportunity of doing a favor to

a member of Governor Branch's family for anything in the

world. He gave me the first fifty-cent piece I ever owned."

Then the "Tailor-Boy President" related to Mr. Hopkins the

small act of kindness shown by the Governor of a gTeat State

to little Andy Johnson, a penniless orphan in Raleigh nearly

half a century before—an act which no doubt escaped Gover-

nor Branch's own memory less than an hour after it occurred.

Although Governor Branch's very soul abhorred the cruel

laws of his day which inflicted punishments, severe out of all

proportion, for many comparatively trivial crimes, and

though he freely exercised the pardoning prerogative in such

cases, no earthly power could move him to interfere where

he deemed it proper and just for the law to take its course.

During his term of ofiice, a case arose in Raleigh where an

intoxicated young white man had stabbed to the heart an in-

offensive negTO slave, and was sentenced to death therefor.

A perfect avalanche of petitions and protests from practically

the entire population of Raleigh was thereupon showered upon

the Governor, asking a pardon. Among the many who sought

clemency for the condemned were several State officers, ont

hundred and twenty-three ladies, and young Frederick Ster-

ling Marshall, owner of the slave who had been killed. The

prisoner's youth, his belated contrition and penitence, his al-
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leged temporary "derangement of understanding," tlie in-

solence and insubordination which the petitioners declared

would be encouraged among the negroes by putting the life

of a freeman and of a slave upon the same footing, and many

other considerations were urgently set forth without avail,

and the prisoner died on the gallows on the 10th of November,

1820—notice being thereby served on the world that all

human lives, those of the humble and dependent slaves as well

as of their masters, were under the protection of the law in

JSTorth Carolina.

Though always resentful of JSTorthern interference, thought-

ful men throughout the South were seeking a solution of the

slavery problem for nearly three-quarters of a century before

the outbreak of the War between the States. One of the experi-

ments tried was the organization of the American Coloniza-

tion Society in 1816, with Judge Bushrod Washington, of

Virginia, as president. The object of this society was to

take charge of such negroes as might from time to time be

emanicipated, and form a colony of them in Africa. Local

branches of this association were formed in various cities

throughout the South. On June 12, 1819, the Reverend Wil-

liam Meade, afterwards Bishop of Virginia (who proved his

sincerity by freeing his own negroes), visited Raleigh and

organized a local society. Governor Branch presided over the

session which was then held, and became first president of the

Raleigh organization, which later made considerable contri-

butions in money for the furtherance of the plans set forth in

the constitution of the society, $1,277.50 being subscribed at

the first meeting. The full list of officers was as follows : Gov-

ernor Branch, President; and Colonel William Polk, Chief

Justice John Louis Taylor, Judge Leonard Henderson, and

Archibald Henderson, Vice-Presidents. The board of

managers consisted of State Treasurer John Haywood, Judge

Henry Potter, General Calvin Jones, General Beverly Daniel,

the Reverend William McPheeters, Dr. Albridgton S. H.

Purges, Dr. Jeremiah Battle, the Reverend John Evans,
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Secretary of State William Hill, Thomas P. Devereux,

Joseph Eoss, and Moses Mordecai. The secretary was Joseph

Gales, and Daniel Dii Pre was treasurer. This list of officers

(to which some additions were later made) is set forth in the

Raleigh Register, of June 18, 1819.

In the General Assembly of ISTorth Carolina which con-

vened on the 18th of ISTovember, 1822, Ex-Governor Branch

was present as State Senator from Halifax County. On De-

cember 14th, after a prolonged contest, that Legislature

elected him United States Senator, for a term beginning

March 4, 1823, as successor to Montfort Stokes,

From the Annals of Congress, for December 2, 1823, we

learn that, on that day "John Branch, appointed a Senator

by the Legislature of the State of North Carolina, for the

term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of March last,

produced his credentials, which were read, and the oath pre-

scribed by law was administered to him".

It is not the purpose of the present writer to attempt a

detailed account of Mr. Branch's career in the United States

Senate. The records show that he was one of the leading de-

baters in that august body—a body presided over by Calhoun,

and made up of such men as Thomas H. Benton, Robert Y.

Hayne, Martin Van Buren, John McPherson Berrien, Hugh
Lawson White, William Henry Harrison, William P. King,

l^athaniel Macon, and others of scarcely less note. While in

the Senate, Mr. Branch advocated, as he had formerly done

when Governor of IsTorth Carolina, the abolition of imprison-

ment for debt. Of the pension bill which provided for the

relief of Pevolutionary officers, to the exclusion of privates, he

was a pronounced opponent, declaring that "he never would

consent to place the officer, who had reaped the laurels of

victory, on a different foundation from the private soldier

who stood by the flag of his country, stimulated alone by

patriotism." Internal improvements by the General Govern-

ment he usually opposed, believing that this class of work

should be done by the States wherein the improvements
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were made, while harbors, rivers, canals and other waterways

should receive the care of Congress. It is said that Mr.

Branch's opposition to the Senate's confirmation of Henry

Clay as Secretary of State, in 1825, first won for him the

friendship of Andrew Jackson, between whom and the great

Kentnckian little love existed.

When Senator Branch's first term was drawing to an end,

the General Assembly of l^orth Carolina, on ISTovember 24,

1828, unanimously re-elected him for six years more, to begin

on March 4, 1829. He did not enter upon this second

senatorial term, however, owing to a higher honor which

fell to his lot a few days after his first term expired.

On the 9th day of March, 1829, President Jackson sent to

the United States Senate the nomination of John Branch,

of l^orth Carolina, for the ofiice of Secretary of the ISTavy.

This nomination being duly confirmed. Secretary Branch

went to N^orth Carolina to arrange some private affairs and

to tender his resignation, as United States Senator, to Gov-

ernor Owen. The selection of Mr. Branch as a member of

the President's Cabinet was naturally a source of great

gratification to his friends in ISTorth Carolina and elsewhere

;

and, in the month following his appointment, the citizens

of his native county of Halifax were preparing in his honor

a great public entertainment, but this proffered courtesy he

was forced regTetfuUy to decline, owing to a promise to the

President that he would return to his new post as head of the

'No.yj Department with the least possible delay.

In the latter part of December, 1834, while a member of

the Legislature of 1834-'35, to which he was elected after

the expiration of his term in Congress which followed his

Cabinet service, Mr. Branch made a speech in which he gave

an interesting account of his ofiicial association with Presi-

dent Jackson. Concerning his appointment as Secretary of

the i^avy he said

:

"Without solicitation on my part, he [President Jackson] desired
me to become a member of his Cabinet, and take charge of the Navy
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Department. I returned him my wannest acknowledgments for so

distixiguislied an evidence of his confidence, but remarked that I

doubted my ability to discharge the duties of that Department, either

to my own satisfaction or that of my country, and that I must ask

time to consult with my friends. To this he consented, and I prom-

ised to call and give him an answer next evening. The first person I

asked counsel of was my friend and colleague, Governor Iredell, now
perhaps within hearing of my voice, a gentleman whose high claims

to confidence are universally acknowledged, and (to borrow a figure

of the gentleman from Warren) whose inherent virtues and talents

rendered him peculiarly fit to perform so delicate an oflice. He un-

hesitatingly said that, inasmuch as it was the first appointment of

that grade ever tendered to a citizen of North Carolina, and as it was
an honor intended to be conferred on the State through me, I was
not at liberty to decline. The next friend with whom I consulted was
the Senator from Burke [Samuel P. Carson], then a member of the

House of Representatives of the United States—a friend indeed I

may call him, a friend while in favor, but still more a friend when
in adversity. His merits and just claims on the State I will speak

of elsewhere. His counsels were substantially the same as those of

Governor Iredell. I then sought interviews with many others; and,

finding there was but one opinion among my friends as to the course

proper for me to pursue, I in due time signified my acceptance of

the trust."

On December 1, 1829, Secretary Brancli sent his first

annual report to President Jackson. It told of the movements

of various vessels in different parts of the world—the

Mediterranean Sea, West Indian and South American

waters, the Atlantic, Pacific, etc. It also gave a list of IsTavy

Yards and Hospitals, and recommended in the strongest terms

the establishment of a Naval School, where junior ofiicers

might be given a finished education, with especial attention

paid to modern languages. Such instruction, said he, would

be of gTeat service during foreign cruises, while ofiicers were

in contact with the representatives of other nations. Many
of the older officers, the Secretary intimated, were more of a

hindrance than a help to the service, and should be relieved

from active duty. He observed, however, that as these officers

had formerly rendered honorable and useful service to the

Government, ample provision should be made for their main-

2
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tenance in retirement. He also recommended a revision of

the laws respecting the Marine Corps. Piracy had not then

been blotted out of existence, and he gave some account of

operations against these depredators on American commerce.

The pay of ISTaval officers, as compared with officers of relative

rank in the Army, he said was unjustly inadequate, and

should be increased.

In the message to Congress from President Jackson, he

called attention to the annual report of Secretary Branch, as

follows

:

"The accompanying report of the Secretary of the Navy will make
you acquainted with the condition and useful employment of that

branch of our service during the present year. Constituting, as it

does, the best standing security of this country against foreign aggres-

sion, it claims the especial attention of the Government. In this

spirit the measures which, since the termination of the last war, have

been in operation for its gradual enlargement, were adopted ; and it

should continue to be cherished as the offspring of our national expe-

rience."

A few weeks before the entrance of Secretary Branch upon

his duties as head of the ISTavy Department, Congress took

its first action toward attempting to lessen the use of strong

drink among junior officers of the liavy. On February 25,

1829,* the House of Representatives passed a Resolution in-

structing the Secretary of the ISTavy "to require three of the

Medical Officers of the IsTavy, whom he shall designate, to

report to him their opinions, separately, whether it is nec-

essary or expedient that 'distilled spirits' should constitute

a part of the rations allowed to Midshipmen." In pursuance

of these instructions, Secretary Branch designated Surgeons

Thomas Harris, William P. C. Barton, and Lewis Heerman

;

and required them to give their opinions on this point. What
these opinions were, the present writer has been unable to

ascertain; but consideration of the same matter, with some

* Strange to say, the reported proceedings of Congress for Febru-
ary 25, 1S29, fail to mention this matter, but manuscript letters in

the Navy Department quote the language of the resolution of that

date.
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additions as to enlisted men, was again taken up by Congress

one year (to the very day) after its first action. On February

25, 1830, the Honorable Lewis Condict, a member of Con-

gress from ISTew Jersey and a physician by profession, in-

troduced the following resolutions in the House of Represen-

tatives :

"1. Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed to

inquire into the expediency of inducing the seamen and marines in

the Navy of the United States voluntarily to discontinue the use of

ardent spirits, or vinous or fermented liquors, by substituting for it

double its value in other necessaries and comforts whilst in the ser-

vice, or in money payable at the expiration of the service.

"2. Resolved, also. As a further inducement to sobriety and orderly

deportment in the Navy, as well as with a view to preserve the lives

and morals of the seamen and marines, that said committee be in-

structed to inquire into the expedience of allowing some additional

bounty, in money or clothing, or both, to be paid to every seaman
or marine, at the expiration of his service, who shall produce from
his commanding officer a certificate of total abstinence from ardent

spirits, and of orderly behaviour, during the term of his engagement.

"3. Resolved, also. That the said committee inquire and report

whether or not the public service, as well as the health, morals, and

honor of the Naval officers would be promoted by holding out to the

Midshipmen and junior officers some further inducements and incen-

tives to abstinence from all intoxicating liquors."

In introducing these resolutions. Congressman Condict

said similar ones had already been before the Committee on

Military Affairs, which recommended such action with respect

to the Army; but had refused to make any recommendation

concerning the 'Nslvj, as the latter branch of the service was

considered outside of that committee's jurisdiction. What
effect, if any, these resolutions had, the present writer is un-

able to say. It was not until some years later that the use

of liquor on ship-board by enlisted men was peremptorily

forbidden. In 1914, Secretary of the ISTavy Josephus Daniels

made a similar prohibitory order applicable to commissioned

officers also.

The second (and last) annual report of Secretary Branch

bears date December 6, 1830, and is much similar in character

to the first. It contains little matter which would be of
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present interest. ISTot including many antiquated vessels

which were laid up for repairs, or discarded, the ships then

actively in commission consisted of five frigates, ten sloops

of war and four schooners—a very diminutive armament

when judged by present standards. Indeed, Secretary Branch

was an avowed opponent of the policy of maintaining a

large ITavy in days of peace, which was an evidence of his

wisdom when we consider the fact that he lived in the time

of wooden vessels, when several hundred ship carpenters

could build a fleet in a few weeks, as had been demonstrated

on the Great Lakes during the War of 1812-'15.

Soon after Jackson's inauguration, a small coterie of his

personal friends was gathered about him, consisting of Gen-

eral Duff Green, editor of the United States Telegraph, organ

of the administration ; Major William B. Lewis, of Tennessee,

Second Auditor of the Treasury; Isaac Hill, editor of the

Neiu Hampshire Patriot; and Amos Kendall, Fourth Auditor

of the Treasury, former editor of a Jackson paper in Ken-

tucky. As these gentlemen were supposed to have more

influence over the President's actions than did his official

advisers, the opposition derisively styled them "the Kitchen

Cabinet". Some time later, upon the rupture between

Jackson and Calhoun, Green cast his fortunes with the latter.

Thereupon, the elder Francis P. Blair came to Washington

to establish a new administration organ, the Globe, and he

was afterwards classed as a member of "the Kitchen Cabinet"

as Green's successor. Of the newspaper war which followed,

it has been truly said that "there were rich revelations made

to the public."

When first inducted into office. President Jackson had made
up his official family as follows : Martin Van Buren, of

iN^ew York, Secretary of State; Samuel D. Ingham, of

Pennsylvania, Secretary of the Treasury; John H. Eaton,

of Tennessee, Secretary of War ; John Branch, of ISTorth Caro-

lina, Secretary of the ISTavy; John McPherson Berrien, of

Georgia, Attorney General ; and William T. Barry, of Ken-
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tucky, Postmaster General. This first Cabinet was later

dissolved, after a stormy controversy between the President

and three of these gentlemen—not in consequence of any

divergence of opinion or disagreements on the public policies

of the day, but because Mrs. Branch, Mrs. Berrien, and Mrs.

Ingham refused to pay social visits to Mrs. Eaton, or invite

her to parties given in their homes. This Mrs. Eaton, wife

of the Secretary of War, was the daughter of William O'lSTeal,

a tavern-keeper in Washington, and grew to womanhood in

her father's establishment. Peggy O'JSTeal, as she was fami-

liarly known in her younger days, was vivacious, pretty, and

apparently not possessed of as much prudence and decorum

as might be desired, in consequence of which the Washing-

ton gossips (male and female) had whispered light tales

concerning her for many years past. Her first husband,

Purser Timberlake of the JSTavy, had committed suicide while

stationed in the Mediterranean, leaving her with two small

children. Among the boarders who spent much time at her

father's inn were General Jackson and Major Eaton. After

her first husband's death, Major Eaton (then a widower) be-

came so much enamored of Mrs. Timberlake that he con-

sulted his friend General Jackson about the propriety of

seeking her in marriage. The gallant General strongly ad-

vised such a course. Major Eaton then mentioned—^what

was no news to Jackson—that many damaging reports had

been spread broadcast concerning this lady, and that he him-

self (Major Eaton) had been credited with being over-inti-

mate with her. "Well," said Jackson, "your marrying her

will disprove these charges and restore Peg's good name."

Accordingly Major Eaton and Mrs. Timberlake were

married in the month of January, 1829. All went well for

a while; but, a few months later, when a rumor began to

gain credence that Major Eaton would be taken into the

new President's Cabinet, the horror and consternation of

the ladies of Washington may well be imagined. The matter

grew even tenser after Eaton's appointment had been an-
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nounced. With the exception of Secretary Van Buren—

a

widower with no daughters—all of the Cabinet officers were

married men, whose wives were much given to hospitality,

but their hospitality, even at public receptions, was never ex-

tended to Mrs. Eaton. When Jackson wrote to John C.

Calhoun, remonstrating about Mrs. Calhoun's action (or

rather inaction) in this matter, the Vice President very

sensibly replied that it was a quarrel among ladies, and he

would have nothing to do with it. To much the same effect

was the observation of the Secretary of the ISTavy, when

first approached on this subject; and later, when President

Jackson attempted to dictate to him the social course his

family should pursue, he found a man as headstrong and

determined as himself in the person of the official whom one

of Jackson's biographers has (not over-accurately) described

as "the weak-willed Branch." And it may be said in passing

while referring to Jackson's biographies, that there seems

to be no truth wha'tever in the oft-repeated assertion in those

works that Branch owed his appointment to Eaton's influence.

Branch was tendered the appointment while Jackson was still

debating in his mind whether to make Eaton or Hugh Lawson

White the Secretary of War—a point which he found so

difficult to decide that he finally left the matter to be settled

by those gentlemen themselves, when White generously with-

drew in Eaton's favor. Concerning Branch's own opinion of

Eaton's appointment, he said in a statement issued in 1831

:

"Before the President had nominated Major Eaton for the

War Department, and while the subject might be supposed

to be under consideration, I took the liberty of stating to

General Jackson candidly my reasons for believing the selec-

tion would be unpopular and unfortunate."

Even the Lady of the White House, Mrs. Andrew Jackson

Donelson, wife of the President's nephew and private secre-

tary, refused point-blank to call on Mrs. Eaton, whereupon
she was promptly sent home to Tennessee, though later

summoned back to Washington. Of his own family's con-
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nection with this matter, we are fortunate in being able to

give an account by Secretary Branch himself. He said:

"About the last of May, my family came on to mingle with a
society to which they were strangers. They found the lady of the

Secretary of War, a native of the city, excluded from this society,

and did not deem it their duty or right to endeavor to control or

counteract the decisions of the ladies of Washington ; nor did they

consider themselves at liberty to inquire whether these decisions

were correct or otherwise. Engaged, as I was continually, with all

the engrossing affairs of the Navy Department, I did not know at

night whom my family had visited in the day, nor whom they had
not; and thus the time passed vnthout, I can confidently assert, the

least interference on my part, with the matters that belonged

exclusively to them."

Though some bachelor members of the diplomatic corps

(notably those from Great Britain and Russia) extended so-

cial courtesies to Mrs. Eaton in the shape of dinner parties,

etc., the wives of other foreign ministers were no more con-

siderate of her than were the ladies of the Cabinet. Indeed,

the President so far lost his head in his desperate efforts to

force Mrs. Eaton upon Washington Society that he seriously

contemplated sending home the Minister from Holland be-

cause that diplomat's lady had withdrawn from a dinner at

the Russian Embassy where Mrs. Eaton was a guest. Balked

at every turn in his efforts to secure social honors, or at least

social recognition, for Mrs. Eaton, the President now deter-

mined to dissolve his Cabinet, and find advisers more sub-

servient to his wishes in social matters—for no record of

political disagreement, at that time, between Jackson and his

Cabinet, can be found.

The various letters, recorded interviews, newspaper com-

munications, etc., brought forth by the affair of Mrs. Eaton,

both before and after her husband's appointment, would

fill a volume, and the present writer has no desire to weary

the reader by attempting to set them forth. On April 8, 1831,

Secretary of War Eaton sent in his resignation; and Secre-

tary of State Van Buren did the same three days later. Sec-

retary of the ]!^avy Branch resigned on April 19th ; and At-
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torney General Berrien, then absent from Washington, sent

the President his resignation on June 15th—Postmaster Gen-

eral Barry being the only member of the former Cabinet

who remained in office. In fact the office of Postmaster Gen-

eral was not included in the Cabinet list before Jackson's

time. The resignations of Van Buren and Eaton were re-

ceived with many expressions of regret by the President, who
later honored both of these gentlemen with other appoint-

ments. Indeed, it was Jackson's influence which afterwards

elevated Van Buren to the Presidency as his successor. At

the time of Branch's resignation, the President intimated his

willingness to send him on a foreign mission. He also of-

fered to appoint him Territorial Governor of Florida. These

proffered honors were declined by Mr. Branch, though he be-

came Governor of Florida some years later by appointment

from President Tyler. Regarding his interview with Jack-

son just before he tendered the President his resignation,

Secretary Branch has left the following account:

"He commenced by saying that he had desired my attendance to

inform me of the resignations of Mr. Van Buren and Major Eaton,

and then a solemn pause ensued. I could but smile, and remarked

to him that he was acting in a character nature never intended him
for ; that he was no more a diplomatist than myself, and I wished him
to tell me frankly what he meant. This unrestrained manner of mine
relieved htm ; and, with great apparent kindness, he spoke out his

purpose, and asked me if there was anything abroad I wanted, adding

that the commission for Governor of Florida was on his table, and it

would give him pleasure to bestow it on me. To this I replied that

I had not supported him for the sake of ofBce, and soon after

retired."

After the close of the interview just mentioned, Secretary

Branch lost no time in forwarding to the President his resig-

nation in the following communication

:

Washington, April 19th, 1831.

Sir:

In the interview which I had the honor to hold with you this

morning, I understood it to be your fixed purpose to reorganize your
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Cabinet ; and that, as to myself, it was your wish that I should retire

from the administration of the Navy Department.

Under these circumstances, I take pleasure in tendering to you the

commission, which, unsolicited on my part, you were pleased to con-

fer on me.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,

Yours, &c., JOHN BRANCH.

To the President of the United States.

Upon receipt of this communication, President Jackson

replied, upon the same day, in the following letter

:

Washington, April 19th, 1831.

Sir:

Your letter of this date, by your son, is just received—accompany-

ing it is your commission. The sending of the latter was not neces-

sary ; it is your own private property, and by no means to be con-

sidered part of the archives of the Government. Accordingly I

return it.

There is one expression in your letter to which I take leave to

except. I did not, as to yourself, express a wish that you should

retire. The Secretaries of State and of War having tendered their

resignations, I remarked to you that I felt it to be indispensable to

reorganize my Cabinet proper ; that it had come in harmoniously, and
as a unit; and, as a part was about to leave me, which on tomorrow
would be announced, a reorganization was necessary to guard against

misrepresentation. These were my remarks, made to you in candor

and sincerity. Your letter gives a different import to my words.

Your letter contains no remarks as to your performing the duties

of the office until a successor can be selected. On this subject I

should be glad to know your views.

I am very respectfully yours,

AJSfDREW JACKSON.
The Hon. John Branch,

Secretary of the Navy.

Immediately upon receipt of the letter just set forth, Sec-

retary Branch sent the President the following reply:

Washington, April 19th, 1831.

Sir:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of this date,

in answer to mine of the same.

In reply to your remark that there is one expression in my letter

to which you must except, I would respectfully answer that I gave
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what I understood to be the substance of your conversation. I did

not pretend to quote your language. I regret that I misunderstood

you in the slightest degree. I, however, stand corrected, and cheer-

fully accept the interpretation which you have given to your own
expression.

I shall freely continue my best exertions to discharge the duties of

the Department until you provide a successor.

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect,

Tour obedient servant,

JOHN BRANCH.
To the President of the United States.

The concluding letter of the official correspondence between

President Jackson and Secretary Branch fully sets forth the

former's reason for reorganizing the Cahinet, and bears

testimony to the high opinion entertained by him of the man-

ner in which the affairs of the l^avy Department had been

conducted by the retiring Secretary. It was as follows

:

Washington, April 20th, 1831.

Sir:

Late last evening I had the honor to receive your letter of that

date, tendering your resignation of the office of Secretary of the

Navy.

When the resignations of the Secretary of State and Secretary of

War were tendered, I considered fully the reasons offered, and all

the circumstances connected with the subject. After mature delibera-

tion, I concluded to accept those resignations. But when this con-

clusion was come to, it was accompanied with a conviction that I

must entirely renew my Cabinet. Its members had been invited by
me to the stations they occupied ; it had come together in great har-

mony, and as a unit. Under the circumstances in which I found my-
self, I could not but perceive the propriety of selecting a Cabinet com-
posed of entirely new materials, as being calculated, in this respect

at least, to command public confidence and satisfy public opinion.

Neither could I be insensible to the fact that to permit two only to

retire would be to afford room for unjust misconception and malig-

nant representations concerning the influence of their particular pres-

ence upon the conduct of public affairs. Justice to the individuals

whose public spirit had impelled them to tender their resignations

also required then, in my opinion, the decision which I have stated.

However painful to my own feelings, it became necessary that I

should frankly make known to you my view of the whole subject.

In accepting your resignation, it is with great pleasure that I bear
testimony to the integrity and zeal with which you have managed the
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concerns of the Navy. In your discharge of all the duties of your

othce over which I have any control, I have been fully satisfied ; and

in your retirement you carry with you my best wishes for your pros-

perity and happiness.

It is expected that you will continue to discharge the duties of your

office until a successor is appointed.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,

Your most obedient servant,

John Branch, ANDREW JACKSON.
Secretary of the Navy.

It has been said that the social controversy over Mrs. Eaton,

which terminated in the dissolution of President Jackson's

Cabinet, had an important bearing on United States history

for many years thereafter, as it gained for Van Buren the

Presidency, through the influence of Jackson, and widened

between Jackson and Calhoun the breach which later resulted

in the ISTuUification proceedings.

After winding up his affairs in Washington, Mr. Branch

returned to his home in Enfield, ISTorth Carolina. IsTot long

after this, he vtrrote a full account of his experiences in and

retirement from the Cabinet to his friend, Edmund B. Free-

man, then residing in the town of Halifax and later Clerk of

the Supreme Court of ITorth Carolina. This letter was

first published in the Roanohe Advocate^ of which Mr. Free-

man was editor, afterwards being copied in the Raleigh

Register, of September 1, 1831, in Niles' Register, of Septem-

ber 3, 1831, and other publications of that day. It is here

given in full

:

Enfield, August 22, 1831.

Dear Sir:

Of the causes which led to the dissolution of the late Cabinet, I

have never entertained a doubt. I will briefly state the reasons I

have for my opinion, and leave you to judge of them as well or as

ill founded. Before the President had nominated Major Eaton for the

War Department, and while the subject might be supposed to be

under consideration, I took the liberty of stating to General Jackson

candidly my reasons for believing the selection would be unpopular

and unfortunate. I reminded the President that he knew I was the

friend of Major Eaton, and personally preferred him to either of the

others proposed for his Cabinet; and, of course, nothing I should

say on the subject ought to be construed into an intention to injure
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Mm (Major Eaton), but, on the contrary, to save Mm from infinite

vexation and annoyance, which, it was too plain, were in store for

Mm if he took a seat in the Cabinet under the circumstances in which
he was placed. The President admitted that charges had been made
against the character of Mrs. Eaton, but insisted on it they were
slanders, and that he ought not to notice them. I did not perceive

at the time that he was hurt by the frankness or nature of my com-

munication, though I afterwards learned that he had become offended

with, and had discarded from his acquaintance, several of his old and
best friends who had used the like freedom of speech on this subject.

My remonstrances, it is known, were without efi:ect, and Major Eaton
was soon after formally appointed Secretary of War. Before this

was done, however, I made an appeal to Major Eaton himself, and
without reserve disclosed my apprehensions to him, adding that I

did not pretend to intimate that there was the least truth in these

reports ; but, if utterly false, they would still have an effect on the

President's peace and quiet, as he must know what use the opposition

wH>uld make of it ; that I believed it was impossible he could be willing

to subject General Jackson to such a state of things ; that he could

not have forgotten how much General Jackson had been distressed

by the calumnies and ill reports which had been formerly circulated

about Mrs. Jackson ; that, since the death of that lady, those reports

had subsided, and would soon be heard of no more ; that General

Jackson knew the same kind of reports and imputations had pre-

vailed with respect to Mrs. Eaton; that if he (Major Eaton) entered

into the Cabinet, the enemies of the President would not fail to make
a handle of it, and thus revive, in the General's bosom, recollections

which could not be but painful and distressing ; and which could not

fail to disturb the tranquility and usefulness of his administration.

My remarks were received apparently with the same kindness and
courtesy which characterized my manner, but they no doubt laid the

foundation of that hostility which afterwards became active and un-

extinguishable. From the moment of Major Eaton's appointment,

General Jackson began to use his utmost efforts to bring Mrs. Eaton

into public favor and distinction. He frequently spoke of the neglect

Mrs. Eaton received when she attempted to appear at public places.

He did not fail to intimate that it would be a most acceptable service

rendered him if the members of his Cabinet would aid in promoting

this object. I felt greatly embarrassed by such appeals to myself.

It was impossible for me to comply with his wishes on this point, but

it was, nevertheless, painful for me to say so. In any other matter

in which I could, with a proper respect for myself and the feelings

of my family, have complied with an intimation of his desire, no

one would have done so more cheerfully than myself. By way of di-

verting his mind, I several times spoke of the difficulty he would

experience in attempting to regulate the intercourse of the ladies;
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that they were, in matters of that kind, uncontrollable and omnipo-

tent ; that he would find less difficulty in fighting over again the

Battle of New Orleans. Soon after it was ascertained that Mrs.

Eaton could not be received into the society of the families of the

members of the Cabinet, Major Eaton's conduct to me discovered an
evident change in his friendly feelings, and became cold, formal, and
repulsive. I repeatedly threw myself into his company, and endeav-

ored to assure him that I still had the most sincere desire to be on

friendly terms with him, and wished for opportunities to convince

him of the sincerity of my professions. In this course there was no
guile—no view but that which my words fairly imported. I most

sincerely regretted the state of public feeling towards Mrs. Eaton,

but it was not within my power to control or soften It. It was a sen-

timent resting in the breast of the female community of Washington
City and the Nation, which was not to be suppressed or obliterated.

After this. Major Eaton's enmity to myself became every day more
and more apparent. I could hear frequently of declarations to this

effect, and of his determination to be revenged. It is true these

reports came to me circuitously and indirectly, but I could not, from
circumstances, doubt their truth.

At length came the mission by Colonel Johnson, the substance of

which has already been given to the public by Messrs. Ingham and

Berrien. I will only add to their statements that I distinctly under-

stood Colonel Johnson to say that he came to us from the President

of the United States, authorized by him to hold the interview ; and,

unless our difficulties in reference to Mrs. Eaton could be adjusted,

that Mr. Ingham, Judge Berrien, and myself must expect to retire.

When he closed his remarks, I well recollect rising from my seat, and,

with an earnestness of manner which the extraordinary character of

the communication was so well calculated to produce, observed,

among other things, that no man had a right to dictate to me and

my family, in their domestic relations, and that I would submit to

no control of the kind. The Colonel undertook to reason the matter

with us by observing that, although it might be impracticable to

establish intimate and social relations between our families and Mrs.

Eaton, he could see no reason why she should not be invited to our

large parties, to which everybody was usually invited, Tom, Dick,

Harry, &c. With this concession, he said, the President would be

satisfied. We protested against the interference of the President in

any manner or form whatever, as it was a matter which did not

belong to our official connection with him, soon after which Colonel

Johnson expressed his deep regret at the failure of his mission, and

we separated.

I waited until Friday, a day having intervened, in expectation of

hearing from the President ; but, receiving no message, I walked

over, in hopes that an opportunity would offer to put an end to my
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unpleasant state of feeling. I found the President alone. He re-

ceived me with his wonted courtesy, though evidently but ill at ease.

In a few minutes the absorbing subject was introduced. Among other

things, he spoke in strong language of the purity of Mrs. Eaton's

character and the baseness of her slanderers, and presently men-
tioned a rumor, which he said had been in circulation, of a combina-

tion to exclude her from society. Several parties, he said, had been

recently given, among others three by Mr. Ingham, Judge Berrien,

and myself, to which she had not been invited ; and from this it was
strongly inferred that we had combined to keep her out of society.

I told him that, so far as I was concerned, I believed my family were

doing no more than the members of Congress, the citizens of Washing-
ton, and visitors to the seat of Government, had a right to expect from
me as a member of his Cabinet. It was certainly in accordance with

universal custom ; and that, as to a combination, I knew of none

;

that I could never acknowledge the right of any one to interfere in

matters affecting the private and social arrangements of my family

;

and that, before I would be dictated to, or controlled in such matters,

/ would abandon Ms Cabinet, and was ready to do so whenever he

desired it, and added several other strong remarks of a similar char-

acter. He assured me, in reply, that he did not desire it; that he

was entirely satisfied ivith the manner in which I had discharged

my official duty, and that he did not claim the right to dictate to us

in our social relations, but that he felt himself bound to protect the

family of Major Eaton, as he would mine under similar circum-

stances. I then informed him that Colonel Johnson had formally an-

nounced to Mr. Ingham, Judge Berrien, and myself, that it was his

intention to remove us from office for the cause mentioned, and I had
learned from Mr. I. the evening before, who derived his informa-

tion from the Colonel, that he had gone so far as to make temporary

arrangements for the Departments, viz., Mr. Dickins for the Treas-

ury, Mr. Kendall for the Navy, and some one else for Attorney Gen-

eral. This the President denied, and said he would send for Colonel

Johnson, and for that purpose called for a servant. When the ser-

vant came, I observed it was unnecessary to send for the Colonel

—

his word was sufficient. "Well," said he, "if you are satisfied." I

told him I was. We continued our conversation for some time. I

attempted, on that occasion, as I had done several times before, to

convince him of the impropriety of his interfering at all in a question

of such a delicate character, but his feelings were evidently too much
enlisted to w^igh any reasons which might be offered.

I have already informed the public that no paper was presented to

me, or read to me, or alluded to, having reference to the future con-

duct of the members of the Cabinet. On this head I cannot be mis-

taken. I may add that the President constantly insisted on the neces-

sity of harmony among the members of the Cabinet. Here I cannot



JOHN BRANCH 77

refrain from a remark upon this injunction of the President, that

Major Eaton was the only dissatisfied member of the Cabinet, the

only one who carried complaints to the President of the conduct of

others, the only one who employed his efforts to bring us to discredit

with the public or the President. Among the others the utmost

civility and sociability prevailed. No one annoyed him (Major Eaton)

or made any effort to embarrass the operations of his Department
or in any manner acted towards him as inimical or deficient in re-

spect ; and yet we are to be punished for the discordances of the

Cabinet. Can any decision be more arbitrary and unjust?

A few days after this interview with the President, Colonel Johnson
came into the Navy Department, and as he entered I rose to receive

him. With his wonted cordiality of manner he expressed his satis-

faction at the pacific aspect of our relations. I observed to him, with

a smile, that the President denied having authorized him to make
such a communication as he had made. He good-humoredly replied,

"Let it pass ; I presented it to you in the most favorable light," and,

as he was hurried, here the conversation ended.

About the same time I had an interview with Major Eaton, in the

presence of Judge Berrien and Major Barry. This was brought about

by the President. Major Eaton, it seems, had complained to him,

either directly or indirectly, that at a party given by my family the

last of September or the first of October, 1829,* to the family of a

most estimable friend and relation of mine, from Nashville, Tennes-

see, who was on a visit to Washington City, the Rev. J. N. Campbell,

then of that place, now of Albany, N. Y., was among the invited

guests. The circumstances were these : Mr. Campbell, who had re-

sided in the city for some years previous to General Jackson's inaugu-

ration, was the pastor of a church, and such was his reputation that

the President and three members of his Cabinet, viz., Mr. Ingham,

Judge Berrien, and myself, took pews and became regular attend-

ants at his church. In the course of his ministry he formed an
acquaintance with my family, and occasionally visited them. He hap-

pened there while my friend Hill and his family were with us, con-

tracted an acquaintance with them ; and, when the party alluded to

was given, my daughters invited him. He attended, and took the

liberty of carrying with him his friend Dr. Ely, of Philadelphia, who
had just arrived. I knew no more of his being invited than of any

other person who happened to be present. He was, however, not the

less welcome on that account, nor was his friend Dr. Ely. Neither of

these gentlemen require a recommendation where they reside. Mr.

Campbell is known to be a learned, pious, and most eloquent divine.

Some short time after the party, I heard, very much to my surprise,

that Major Eaton and some of his partisans were enraged with me.

*Mr. Branch later corrected this statement, saying September 8,

1829, was the exact date. M. DeL. H.
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and threatened my destruction, because Mr. Campbell and Dr. Ely

were at my house as above stated. I could scarcely credit the report,

until it was mentioned to me by the President, when 1 emphatically

asked him who questioned my right to invite whom I pleased to my
house? He testily observed, No person; but, as there was some mis-

understanding between Major Eaton, Mrs. E., and Mr. Campbell, that

he (Major E.) thought it evinced hostility to him. At the interview

above alluded to, between Major Eaton, Judge Berrien, Major Barry,

and myself, Major Eaton mentioned the circumstances of Mr. Camp-
bell and Dr. Ely being at my house on the occasion referred to. I

asked Major Eaton, in the most frank and friendly manner, if this

was his only complaint, and if he would be satisfied, provided I

convinced him he was in error, assuring him at the same time that

he had no right to consider me as being under the influence of un-

friendly feelings towards him ; that, on the contrary, he ought to know
my personal attachment for him, before the Cabinet was formed

;

and further, if he would obtain the consent of his brother-in-law,

Major Lewis, to read a confidential correspondence which passed be-

tween Major L. and myself, in the Winter of 1827-'28, on this disturli-

ing subject, he would then be convinced of the disinterestedness and
correctness of my course, and of its entire conformity to that friend-

ship and good will which had so long subsisted between us. I might

have gone further and said that Major Lewis, in the Winter of

1827-'28, when there could be no unworthy motive to mislead either

of us, considered Mrs. Eaton an unsafe associate for his daughter,

although he was now endeavoring to induce General Jackson to drive

me out of the Cabinet because I would not compel my daughters to

associate with her. Major Eaton would not say whether he would

be satisfied or not, and the explanation was withheld. But as we
were about to separate, he offered me his hand in a more cordial

manner than he had done for some months previous. I have no

doubt that Major Eaton, in tendering his resignation, stipulated for

the dismissal of the three offensive members of the Cabinet. Mr.

Van Buren, also, I have reasons to believe, urged the adoption of this

measure. This gentleman had discovered that the three members of

the Cabinet (afterwards ejected) disdained to become tools to sub-

serve his ambitious aspirings, and he determined to leave them as lit-

tle power to defeat his machinations as possible. It is said to be a

part of his character to tolerate politically no one who will not enter

heart and soul into measures for promoting his own aggrandisement.

He had become latterly the almost sole confidant and adviser of the

President. How he obtained this influence might be a subject of

curious and entertaining inquiry. But I shall not pursue it. I may
add, however, that amongst the means employed, were tne most de-

voted and assiduous attentions to Mrs. Eaton, and unceasing efforts

to bring her into notice, especially with the families of the foreign

Ministers.
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Finally, when the President found that his efforts to introduce Mrs.

Eaton into society proved abortive, he became every day less com-

municative, and more and more formal in his hospitalities until there

could be no doubt that, as to myself, an unfriendly influence had

obtained an ascendancy in his private councils, and the result shows

that he had determined to sacrifice me to gratify the feelings of those

whom I had offended as stated above.

I may at some future time add to these views. At present I take

my leave, with assurances of great respect and esteem.

Yours, &c.,

To Edmund B. Freeman, Esq., JOHN BRANCH.
Halifax Town.

P. S.—I have not considered it necessary to notice a charge made
in The Globe, against Judge Berrien, of suppressing a material part

of a letter which I wrote to him, and my substituting another iu its

stead. If any person has been misled by this bold accusation of the

editor of The Globe, and is desirous of obtaining correct information,

he has my permission to read the whole letter, although it was not

intended to be made public.

'For some years the bitter feelings, caused by the disruption

of the Cabinet, survived, and came near causing a duel be-

tween Ex-Secretary Branch and Senator Forsyth, of Georgia,

in the year following, while Mr. Branch was serving as a

member of Congress, to which office he had been elected after

his resignation from the Cabinet. The newspapers published

what purported to be a speech made by Senator Forsyth, in an

executive session of the Senate, on the nomination of Martin

Van Buren as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten-

tiary to the Court of St. James, in which Forsyth was quoted

as referring to "a late Secretary" as a "volunteer repeater of

confidential conversations with the Chief Magistrate." Upon
having this called to his attention, Mr. Branch addressed the

following communication to Senator Forsyth

:

Washington City, February 5th, 1832.

Sir:

I have read the printed report of your speech, prepared by you for

the press, purporting to be the remarks which you made in the Senate,
in secret session, on the nomination of Martin Van Buren as Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of St. James.
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The notice which you take of a conversation referred to in the debate

by Mr. Poindexter, Senator from Mississippi, requires that I should

ask of you to state to me, explicitly, whether you did or did not know,

or had reason to believe at the time you wrote out your speech for

publication, that I was the "somebody, one of the late Secretaries" to

whom you refer as the volunteer repeater of confidential conversa-

tions with the Chief Magistrate?

Your reply to this communication will regulate my future action on

this subject.

I am respectfully yours, &c.,

JOHN BRANCH.
Hon. John Forsyth.

This note was conveyed to Senator Forsjth by the Honor-

able Samuel P. Carson, a Representative in Congress from

]N^orth Carolina, who also had a verbal discussion of the sub-

ject with the Georgia Senator, who did not consider it con-

sistent with self respect to make any explanation while the

implied threat, with which Mr. Branch's note concluded, was

allowed to stand. By the hands of Congressman William S.

Archer, of Virginia, he sent to Colonel Carson the following

communication

:

Washington, February 5th, 1S32.

Dear Sir

:

Although perfectly satisfied with your verbal declaration, on reflec-

tion, since w« separated this morning, I think it indispensable that

the concluding paragraph in the enclosed letter should be omitted, or

that your remarks to me on the subject of it should be in writing

before an answer to it is transmitted to you.

I return it to you to adopt either course that may be most agreeable

to you.

I am, dear sir, very sincerely,

JOHN FORSYTH.
Hon. Mr. Carson.

After consultation with Colonel Carson, Mr. Branch con-

sented to withdraw the objectionable paragraph, it being con-

sidered immaterial, and Carson replied to Forsyth as follows :

House of Representatives, February 6th, 1S32.

Dear Sir:

If the simple interrogatory contained in the letter of Governor
Branch, would be more acceptable to you, without the paragraph
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with which it concludes, I am authorized, as his friend, to state to

you that that paragraph may be considered as stricken from his note,

not deeming it essential to the substance of his inquiry.

Very respectfully,

Hon. John Forsyth. SAM'L P. CARSON.

P. S.—Tour note was not handed to me till this day, since the meet-

ing of the House.

Feeling now free to answer Mr. Branch's letter, Senator

Forsyth sent this reply to the inquiry therein contained

:

Washington, February 6th, 1832.

Sir:

I have received your note by Colonel Carson.

The remarks of mine, to which you point my attention, were made
in answer to Mr. Poindexter, and intended to apply to the person

referred to by him, without knowledge of that person, on my part,

then, or at the time my remarks were prepared for the press.

I am very respectfully yours, &c.,

JOHN FORSYTH.
Hon. Mr. Branch.

On the day after Senator Forsyth's reply was written,

another note from Mr. Branch was conveyed to him in these

words

:

Washington, February 7th, 1832.

Sir:

In your answer to my note by Colonel Carson, you state that you

did not know that I was the person referred to by Governor Poin-

dexter as having held a conversation with the President. It being

now made known to you that I was the person, I wish to inquire

whether you feel yourself at liberty to disavow the application of

those remarks to me?
I am respectfully, &c., JOHN BRANCH.

Hon. John Forsyth.

The matter was concluded to the satisfaction of all parties

when, on the same day, Senator Forsyth sent the following

disclaimer

:

Washington, February 7th, 1832.

Sir:

Your note of this morning informs me that you were the person

referred to by Mr. Poindexter in the observations alluded to in your
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former notes, and inquires whether I feel at liberty to disclaim the

application to you of my remarks in reply.

Having submitted the subject to some of my friends, who unite in

thinking that the inference from the observations of Mr. Poindexter,

under which my remarks were made, that the conversation referred

to had been confidential, was not warranted, and satisfied that the

view of the subject is correct, I have no hesitation in disclaiming the

application to you of the charge, imported by these remarks, of hav-

ing repeated a confidential conversation.

I am respectfully, &c.,

JOHN FORSYTH.
Hon. John Branch,

House of Representatives.

The above correspondence, made public by Messrs. Carson

and Archer, first appeared in The United States Telegraph.

Later it was copied in Niles' Weekly Register, of February

11, 1832.

It was doubtless a source of satisfaction to the friends of

both parties that the controversy between Mr. Branch and

Senator Forsyth was adjusted in a manner honorable to both

gentlemen, and probably to none so much as to Colonel Carson,

who, less than fours years ibefore, in cons.equence of some as-

persions cast on the honor of his aged father, had challenged

and killed Ex-Congressman Robert Brank Vance—a circum-

stance which marred his happiness throughout the remainder

of his life.

\A'liile speaking of the practice of duelling, it may be men-

tioned that Mr. Branch, during his term as Senator, was one

of the party of gentlemen who witnessed the famous duel be-

tween Henry Clay and John Randolph in 1826.

Upon the retirement of Secretary Branch from the Cabinet

of President Jackson, he returned to ISTorth Carolina, and was

received with every mark of consideration and honor by the

people of his native State. Under date of August 18, 1831,

the citizens of Bertie County, through a committee of their

number, sent him an invitation to become the guest of honor

at a banquet which they wished to give at the town of Windsor
as a testimonial to his worth, or (to quote the language of the
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invitation) for the "purpose of expressing their high regard

for his private virtues, as well as the high opinion which they

entertained of his firm and undeviating course, prominently

displayed in many important services rendered his State,

and more especialy by his late demonstration of attachment

to those principles which had always governed him." On
August 20th, Mr. Branch replied that, under the most

auspicious circumstances of his life, such marked kindness

could not fail to be highly acceptable; but the fact of his

having been recently expelled from the Cabinet of the Presi-

dent by the ascendency of certain "malign influences" and

of still being pursued in his retirement with a fiendlike

vengeance, bent on the destruction of his good name, nothing

could be more gTateful to his feelings than the generous con-

fidence and support of those who had known him from his

earliest entrance into public life. Sickness in his family, he

said, now required his undivided attention and would soon

render necessary a trip to another climate. Hence he would

have to forego the high gratification he should otherwise

experience in making his acknowledgments to friends gathered

around the festive board. A few months after this, Mr.

Branch went on a visit to Tennessee. On October 4th, he de-

layed his trip in Raleigh long enough to call attention, through

the Raleigh Register of October 6th, to the fact that in a

lengthy statement recently issued by Ex-Secretary Eaton,

the latter, in publishing a letter written by Mr. Branch to

Jackson, had altered the date and thereby made it appear

that Branch was so lacking in self-respect as to continue ex-

pressing feelings of ardent friendship for the President two

days after that official had shown him marked discourtesy

in an interview on the all-disturbing topic of Mrs. Eaton.

As a matter of fact, the letter was written two days before

the interview took place, and at a time when Mr. Branch

had every reason to count the President among his best

friends.
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While on his way to Tennessee, Mr. Branch passed through

Asheville (where the Superior Court was in session), and

his admirers in that vicinity tendered him a public enter-

tainment, but circumstances rendered it impossible for him

to accept the proffered courtesy.

In August, 1831, a signal honor was paid Mr. Branch when

the Honorable Jesse A. Bynum and other candidates for Con-

gress in the Halifax District voluntarily withdrew from the

race and caused his unanimous election to the I^ational House

of Representatives. Mr. Branch entered upon his new duties

at the first session of the Twenty-second Congress, which

assembled on the 5th of the following December. Having long

been a conspicuous figiire in ]!^ational politics, he at once took

high rank in his new station. During the course of his service

he was a debater on many bills and resolutions which came

before that body, including banking laws, Indian affairs,

the tariff, naval affairs, &c., all of which were important in

their day but which would not be of interest if set forth at

length in this sketch.

When men first began to make use of steam power, numer-

ous conjectures were made as to what purpose it would serve

;

and, in 1832, a bill was introduced in Congress to authorize

the ISTavy Department to expend $111,704 in the fitting out

of a steam frigate and the construction of two "steam bat-

teries." On June 21st, in the year just mentioned, Congress-

man Branch called up this bill and advocated its passage.

He said that Secretary of the N'avy Woodbury wished the

experiment made, to ascertain whether steam power might not

successfully be introduced as a means of naval defense. With
keen foresight he further declared: "It is admitted on all

hands that, sooner or later, this newly discovered power will

be introduced, if not in offensive, certainly in defensive war-

fare, and I think the contemplated experiment worth mak-
ing". These so-called "steam batteries" were small vessels,

not much more than barges, propelled by steam and carrving

small batteries, to be used chiefly for coast defense. Seven
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years later, in 1838, Secretary of the ISTavy Dickerson also

recommended the construction and equipment of this type

of defensive craft.

At the expiration of his term in the ISTational House of

Eepresentatives, Mr. Branch declined to become a candidate

for re-election. This left the field open to the Honorable

Jesse A. Bynum and Colonel Andrew Joyner; and, in the

contest which followed, Mr. Bynum was victorious.

In the year following his retirement from Congress, Mr.

Branch made his last appearance as a member of the Legis-

lature of ISTorth Carolina, taking his seat in the State Senate

which convened in the month of November, 1834, and con-

tinued its sittings into the early part of 1835. The General

Assembly of the year just mentioned had many distinguished

members, who were chiefly interested in the question of call-

ing a State Constitutional Convention in 1835, which was

accordingly done. In this Legislature was also a bitter fight

over the proposition to instruct United States Senator Willie

P. Mangum to vote for expunging the resolution of censure

against President Jackson for removing from ofiice the Sec-

retary of the Treasury, William J. Duane, and withdrawing

Government deposits from the banks. There was much dis-

cussion among the ISTorth Carolina legislators as to the pro-

posed instructions to expunge, and Mr. Branch (an ardent

advocate of States' Rights, now allied with the Calhoun

faction) made a notable speech opposing the proposed in-

structions to Senator Mang-um. In this speech he gave a

full narrative of his past connection with Jackson, and his

remarks attracted wide attention. The Raleigh Star and

North Carolina Gazette, of December 25, 1834, said Mr.

Branch's speech was the "topic of conversation in every

circle", and the same paper of February 12, 1835, gave the

speech in full, remarking editorially: "It is an able pro-

duction, and, as it comes from one whose sound republicanism,

unimpeachable veracity, and sterling integrity, his bitterest

political enemies would not dare to question, the extraordinary



86 THE NORTH CAEOLINA BOOKLET

facts which he narrates cannot fail to produce a powerful

effect upon the public mind." ISTotwithstanding the opposi-

tion of the faction led by Branch, the Jacksonians were vic-

torious, triumphantly carrying the resolution of instruction,

which Senator MangTim refused to obey after it was passed.

On the 4th day of June, 1835, the Constitutional Conven-

tion of ISTorth Carolina assembled in Ealeigh. In this body

were many of the State's ablest and most disting-uished

citizens. John Branch was the delegate from Halifax

County. On the opening day of the session he placed

in nomination for President of that body the venerable

ISTathaniel Macon, his old senatorial colleague, who was unan-

imously elected. Mr. Branch took a prominent part in the

deliberations and debates of the Convention. Annual sessions

of the General Assembly he strongly favored. Of his position

on this point the Convention Journal says: "He believed

that annual sessions of the Legislature were well calculated

to keep in check Federal usurpations. The powers of the

General Government are constantly increasing and American

liberty depends on the preservation of State Rights and State

Powers." The speaker declared that he was no disorganizer,

but favored keeping a constant watch on the Federal power.

He advocated the abolition of borough representation in the

Legislature though in his own county was one of the

"borough towns." On the subject of the Thirty-second Section

of the Constitution, aimed at Roman Catholics and providing

a religious test for office-holders, he said he had risen

from an attack of illness to vote for its repeal. He realized,

as all men did, that this section had always been inoperative

(Burke, Gaston, and possibly other Roman Catholics having

held office without molestation on account of their religious

views), but he declared that the section ought to be expunged

from the Constitution as unworthy to remain in it. When,

however, a Christian test was proposed to be substituted in

its place, Mr. Branch declared that he could not conscien-

tiously vote for the substitute. "Striking out the word
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Protestant and inserting the word Christian would not cnre

the evil," said he, and asked: "Why are the Jews to be

excluded from office ? They were the favored people of the

Almighty. Our Savior and His disciples were Jews; and

are there not men among the Jews as talented, as virtuous, aa

well qualified to fill any office in our Government, as any

other citizen in our community? A Jew may be appointed

to any office under the General Government. He may be

raised to the Presidency of the United States. And why shall

we refuse to admit him to any office under our Government ?"

The speaker added : "I am opposed to all religious tests for

office, and shall therefore vote against this amendment." In

this Convention, Mr. Branch opposed the proposition to de-

prive free negroes of the right to vote, provided they possessed

property, saying "he was willing to keep the door open to

the most intelligent free men of color, but was unwilling

to part with the freehold qualification." His membership

in this Constitutional Convention was the last public office

ever held by Mr. Branch in ISTorth Carolina, though he was

once more a candidate before the people of the State.

The amended State Constitution, which was duly ratified

by the people in a general election, provided that the office

of Governor should be filled by popular vote, and not by the

Legislature as theretofore; and Edward B. Dudley, of Wil-

mington, was elected by the Whigs over the Democratic

nominee, Ex-Governor Richard Dobbs Spaight, (the younger)

in 1836. In 1838, Governor Dudley, who had ably ad-

ministered the affairs of his office, was a candidate for re-

election, and Mr. Branch (still legally a citizen of the State

though absent much of the time in Florida) was nominated

by the Democrats to oppose him ; but the Whigs were again

victorious. After this defeat, Mr. Branch was never again

a candidate for public office in IN^orth Carolina, though a

post of high honor in Florida was soon to be conferred on

him—a post which had been tendered him before, in 1831,

but which was declined at that time.
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In 1836, when Martin Van Buren was the nominee of the

Democratic party for President, being given this honor

chiefly through Jackson's influence, John Branch voted

against that candidate ; but, by 1840, when Van Buren was

again the choice of his party for President, Mr. Branch's

resentment against his old associate in the Cabinet had so far

cooled down that he returned to the Democratic ranks and

gave him his unqualified support.

The present sketch has heretofore dealt with the public

career of Governor Branch in North Carolina and at the

I^ational Capital, and it may be well now to say something

of his personal history and domestic life before we treat

of his later services as Governor of Florida. In telling of

these private aspects of his life, the present writer wishes

to make acknowledgments, for valuable assistance, to the

Governor's granddaughter, Mrs. l^icholas Ware Eppes (nee

Bradford), of Tallahessee, Florida, a lady of rare intelligence,

who in childhood and youth was thrown into close association

with her grandfather, and probably has a better first-hand

knowledge of his life and character than any other person

now living.

Though born in the town of Halifax, Governor Branch's

early childhood was spent at Elk Marsh, his father's country-

seat near Enfield, in Halifax County. He is said to have

been a slender, delicate little lad, very studious, and given

to thinking deeply on any subject that interested him. After

a preparatory education in a neighboring "old field school,"

he entered the University of ISTorth Carolina, at Chapel Hill,

a few years after the establishment of that renowned insti-

tution, and graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts

in 1801. His loyalty to his Alma Mater was lifelong. He
was ex officio Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Uni-

versity when Governor, from 181Y to 1820, and remained a

member of that Board until absence from ISTorth Carolina

in 1844 made him ineligible for further service. Time and

again he attended the commencement exercises, and was
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probably tbe oldest living graduate for some years prior to

his death, which occurred sixty-two years after the com-

pletion of his University course.

After his graduation from the University of ISTorth Caro-

lina, young Branch returned home, and soon went to the

neighboring county of Franklin, where he became a student

of law under Judge John Haywood, a native of Halifax

County, who then held a seat on the Superior Court Bench

of !N^orth Carolina and was afterwards a Judge of the

Supreme Court of Tennessee. Law, however, seems not to

have been to the liking of Mr. Branch, and he soon entered

the more active field of politics, also taking a deep interest in

the management of his extensive landed estates. His first

wife (the mother of all his children), to whom he was married

on April 6, 1803, was Elizabeth Foort, daughter of John

Foort, Jr., a gentleman of Scottish descent, residing in Hali-

fax, whose wife, Margaret Randolph, was a daughter of Dr.

Richard Randolph, of Virginia. At the time of his marriage

Mr. Branch was only twenty years old, and his wife sixteen,

she having been born on January 1, 1787. The youthful

pair took up their abode on the "Cellar Field" plantation near

Enfield. In worldly possessions they were not lacking, Mr.

Branch having inherited a good estate from his mother and

later from his brother James, and Mrs. Branch being a

woman of wealth in her own right—her father having died

before her marriage. Mrs. Eppes, whom we have already

mentioned, says of her grandparents: "The young couple

were almost children, yet they were happy children and

devoted lovers throughout more than forty years of their

married life. IsTever was there a more hospitable home, and

besides the nine sons and daughters who came to them, two

orphan nieces of Mrs. Branch's and five of Joseph Branch's

children, as well as several cousins, found a home and a

father's and mother's loving care beneath their roof." One
of the orphan children of Joseph Branch, here alluded to, was
Lawrence O'Bryan Branch, in after life distinguished as



90 THE NORTH CAROLINA BOOKLET

railroad president, Congressman, and Confederate General,

who was slain in 1862 at the battle known to the Federals

as Antietam and to the Confederates as Sharpsburg, Besides

three daughters. General Branch left an only son, William

Augustus Blount Branch, who saw service in the Confederate

Army before reaching manhood, as a courier on the staff of

Major-General Robert F. Hoke, and afterwards was a member

of the fifty-second and fifty-third Congresses, 1891-'95.

Mrs. Elizabeth Branch was indeed a woman qualified by

nature, training, disposition, and intellectual endowments, to

share the fortunes of her distinguished husband in the various

high stations to which he was called. In the capitals of both

ISTorth Carolina and Florida, her gracious hospitality, when

wife of the Chief Executive, won for her the esteem and ad-

miration of the refined circles in which she moved, and, while

sojourning among the notables of Washington, she was fully

equal to the task of upholding the social responsibilities rest-

ing upon the lady of a cabinet official or national legislator.

Indeed, if the traditions of old Washing-ton be true, the

Branch home surpassed all others in the fashionable yet

wholesome character of its entertainments. So elaborate and

largely attended, too, were these social affairs, that a lady of

that day, in a letter, spoke of one of them as "Governor

Branch's crush-party."

As already stated, Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, the first wife of

Governor Branch, was the mother of all of his children. They

were nine in number, as follows

:

I. Martha Lewis Henry Branch, born September 29, 1806,

who married Dr. Edward Bradford, on JSTovember 10, 1825,

and left descendants.

II. Rebecca Bradford Branch, iborn August 25, 1808, who

married Robert White Williams* on April 19, 1831, and left

descendants.

*After the death of his first wife, Rebecca Bradford Branch, Mr.

Williams married her first cousin, Susan Simpson Branch, sister of

General L. O'B. Branch.
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III. Margaret Branch, born Aiigust 4, 1810, who was mar-

ried on October 18, 1830, to Daniel S. Donelson (a nephew of

Mrs. Andrew Jackson), who distinguished himself in the War
with Mexico and the War between the States, holding the

rank of Major-General in the Confederate Army when he

died in 1863, leaving descendants.

IV. James Branch, born ISTovember 17, 1812, who married

Ann Eliza Belton on February 20, 1839, and left an only

child, who died in infancy.

V. Sarah Harris Branch, born on February 14, 1814, who

married Dr. James Hunter on July 15, 1833, and left de-

scendants.

VI. Mary Eliza Branch, born on July 21, 1815, who was

first married to General Leigh Read on May 17, 1838, and

after his death to General William Bailey, leaving by her

first marriage an only daughter, who died young, and by her

second marriage, an only son.

VII. John Richard Branch, born September 28, 1819,

who married Josephine Woods in ISTovember, 1841, and left

descendants.

VIII. William Henry Branch, born October 9, 1823, who

married Mary Eliza Horton on October 11, 1848, and left

descendants.

IX. Susan Branch, born January 8, 1826, who married

Arvah Hopkins on December 13, 1849, and left descendants.

Through the nine children just enumerated. Governor

Branch has a large number of descendants now living. Their

homes for the most part are in Florida, though some are

residents of Halifax County, ]!^orth Carolina, as well as of

other localities. To Governor Branch's second marriage,

which occurred after he had passed his three-score years and

ten, reference is made elsewhere in this sketch.

Governor Branch, whose business (both public and pri-

vate) demanded his presence for prolonged periods of time

in various localities, necessarily had many different domi-
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ciles during the course of his life. In infancy or early child-

hood he was removed from his native town of Halifax to Elk

Marsh, his father's plantation in the same county. After

reaching manhood, he took up his abode on the Cellar Field

tract near the town of Enfield. The first house occupied by

him on that tract was later burned, and he afterwards built

on or near its site a handsomer and more commodious struc-

ture, to which we shall refer more at length later on in this

sketch. While serving as Governor of ISTorth Carolina, his

official residence in Raleigh was the building known by the

imposing title of the "Governor's Palace," then recently com-

pleted, and of which his immediate predecessor in office. Gov-

ernor William Miller, was the first occupant. This "palace"

was a large brick building with a front portico supported by

massive white pillars and stood across the southern end of

Fayetteville Street, about a mile from the Capitol. It was

used as a home for the Governors of ISTorth Carolina until

the close of the War between the States, then being aban-

doned, and about ten years later transformed into the Cen-

tennial Graded School. It was afterwards demolished to

make room for a more modern school building. While occu-

pying this official residence in Raleigh, Governor Branch also

had a summer home near Wake Forest, in the same county.

His residence, of course, was in Washington during his ser-

vice as United States Senator, Secretary of the ISTavy, and

member of Congress. Of his home in Florida, and the cir-

cumstances which led to the removal of himself and family

to that State about the time of his retirement from public

life in North Carolina (in which latter State he always

retained his citizenship), we have the following account in the

narrative of Mrs. Eppes, heretofore quoted:

"In the meantime, Dr. Edward Bradford, who married Governor
Branch's eldest daughter, Martha Lewis Henry, had moved to Florida.

The glowing accounts he gave of the new country tired all the family
with enthusiasm, so one after another they wended their way south-
ward ; and the year 1836 found Governor and Mrs. Branch, with
three sons and two daughters, settled at Live Oak, three miles from
Tallahassee—Dr. Bradford practicing medicine in the little town,
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Daniel S. Donelson surveying the new Territory, Robert W. Williams

serving as Surveyor-General, and Dr. James Hunter and his wife

(Sarah Branch) newly arrived from the Old North State.

"Governor Branch was deeply interested in his new estate. He
had purchased several thousands of acres in Leon County, where the

primeval forests, as yet untouched by the hand of man, covered lofty

heights and lovely valleys, and he selected as a site for his dwelling

a magnificent grove of live oaks crowning a high hill overlooking the

blue waters of Lake Jackson. Here he built a large and handsome
residence in colonial style, and had a landscape gardener from France

to lay out the grounds. A steep declivity led from the garden to a

grove of magnolias, and in their midst was a beautiful spring which

from its boiling depths sent forth an immense volume of sparkling

water. Here Governor Branch installed a ram, which carried this

delightful water to his dwelling, supplying bath-rooms and giving

irrigation to the beautiful gardens surrounding the house, where rare

flowers, collected from all parts of the earth, were to be found."

Before his family removed to Florida in 1836, Governor

Brancli had visited that Territory more than once, and had

purchased land there. The first tract which he acquired (De-

cember 27, 1833) was from the Marquis de Lafayette, it

being part of a township in Leon County, which township

had been granted by the United States Government to the

illustrious Frenchman on the occasion of his visit to America

in 1824-'25. In 1834, Governor Branch was again in

Florida, and, as already stated, settled there in 1836, but

legally he remained a citizen of l^orth Carolina to the day

of his death, going to Enfield to vote, and retaining the pos-

session of his home there.

Amid the delightful surroundings of his beautiful Florida

home. Governor Branch spent many of the happiest years of

his life—sorrows, too, coming at intervals through the sev-

eral deaths which occurred in his family while he resided

there. His health being somewhat impaired in 1843-'44, he

was persuaded to try a change of scene, and spent much time

in travel. During the course of his journeyings, he met his

old friend President Tyler, and the two found it pleasant

renewing their former acquaintance. Though Mr. Tyler had

been elected Vice-President as a Whig on the ticket with

President Harrison (upon whose death he succeeded to the
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Presidency) , he was not now in sympatliy with the policies of

his party, a fact which drew to him many Democratic leaders

and estranged many of his old Whig associates—Secretary of

the l^avy George E. Badger, a North Carolinian, being among

the several members of his Cabinet who resigned. Before

President Tyler and Mr. Branch parted, the latter was ten-

dered the office of Governor of the Territory of Florida, and

accepted the appointment. As already stated, he had declined

to assume this post in 1831, when it was offered him by

President Jackson.

The nomination of John Branch as Governor of the Terri-

tory of Florida was sent by President Tyler on June 4, 1844,

to the United States Senate, and was duly confirmed by that

body eleven days thereafter, on June 15th. The appointment

was to take effect on August 11, 1844, that being the date

when the commission of Governor Richard K. Call, who then

filled the Executive Chair, would expire.

The office of Territorial Governor of Florida was no sine-

cure, and this was fully realized by Mr. Branch before he

accepted the commission tendered him by President Tyler.

The bloody and destructive war with the Seminole Indians

in that Territory had scarcely drawn to a close ; business was

demoralized by an unsound financial system, made worse by

the machinations of non-resident speculators; and yellow

fever had gotten in its deadly work among many of the set-

tlers. The Twenty-third Territorial Legislature, or "Legis-

lative Council," met amid such unfavorable surroundings at

the beginning of 1845 ; and, on the 10th of January, in that

year, Governor Branch sent his official message to these law-

makers, advising ways out of the difficulties by w^hich the peo-

ple were beset, and complaining of the unjust course pur-

sued with reference to the Territory, by the General Govern-

ment. In the course of this message he said

:

"It must be admitted that Florida has rights to maintain, as well
as wrongs to redress, of such a character as to demand our undi-

vided energies. With these convictions, I should be wanting in a
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proper discharge of my duty were I to shrink from the high responsi-

bility of recommending them, not only to your favorable notice, but

to your efficient action.

"If ever there existed a community with well-founded claims on its

Government for indemnity, it is to be found in Florida—a country

highly favored by Providence, but laid waste by a ferocious and im-

placable foe—provoked and goaded on, not only without a provident

preparation for such an occurrence, but in the prosecution of a war,

to say the least, of doubtful policy. It is painful, as it is unnecessary,

for me to dwell on the manner in which it was conducted and pro-

tracted. It is enough to know, as our citizens but too sensibly feel,

that, by this ill-advised measure, Florida has become, through no
agency of her own, an almost blood-stained wilderness, and that half

a century will scarcely suffice to place her where she would have
been but for the mismanagement of her Federal Trustee. Would that

this were all—but not so ! Through the same agency, an unwise and
ruinous legislation has been inflicted on her, worse, if possible, than

war, pestilence, and famine. I mean the blighting influence of a cor-

rupt and corrupting paper system, so utterly rotten that I cannot un-

dertake its dissection. * * *

"It is true that all parties now denounce the banking system, as it

has existed in Florida, as a Pandora's box, and cry aloud for the

nuisance to be forthwith abated. In this I concur. But let us take

care that we do not involve the innocent with the guilty in one indis-

criminate wreck ; for, in critical operations in surgery, the utmost

caution and skill are necessary.

"In addition to all this, Florida has had indignities superadded to

injuries. She has been charged with repudiating her just debts.

Nothing can be more libelous ; and, in her behalf, I feel it to be my
duty to repel the charge. On the contrary, it is her anxiety to pay

her honest debts that induces her to scrutinize the spurious demands
of speculators and bank-swindlers, generated and fostered by irre-

sponsible Federal rulers. * * *

"In making the foregoing remarks on our Federal relations, it is

not my intention to question the motives or patriotism of any ad-

ministration, either past or present, but to do justice to a people over

whom I have the honor and responsibility of presiding as their Chief

Magistrate, by a plain narrative of facts, which I believe to be incon-

trovertible ; and to hold those responsible, and those only, who have

been the cause of your insufferable ills. On the contrary, I should

do violence to my own feelings were I not to acknowledge the debt of

gratitude we owe to the patriotic officers and soldiery, both of the

regular army and militia, who periled everything in this inglorious

war—and that, too, under the most discouraging circumstances. And
I may further add that I sincerely sympathize with them, that, from
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the character of the enemy with whom they had to contend, and the

country in which their operations were carried on, so few laurels

have been won, though doubtless merited."

On a previous page we have shown that, during his three

terms as Governor of ISTorth Carolina, Mr. Branch repeatedly

urged upon the State Legislature the importance of foster-

ing public education. His interest in this subject never

abated ; and, in the above mentioned message to the Legisla-

ture of Florida, he used this language

:

Allow me to impress upon you the sacredness of your obligations,

to the rising generation and to posterity, to extend every facility in

your power to the acquisition of a liberal education. This can only

be done by establishing schools in every ijart of your territory, to the

extent of your ability."

The inefficiency and inadequate equipment of the militia

of the Territory, and the unprotected state of the sea-coast,

were sources of misgivings to all thoughtful men in Florida,

and Governor Branch dwelt upon these matters as follows

:

"The proper and efficient organization of the militia cannot be a

subject of indifference when it is borne in mind that on this species

of force we have mainly to rely for the defense of this, the most

exposed portion of the United States. Permit me to urge its import-

ance, and respectfully to recommend a revision of your laws so far

at least as to ensure prompt and accurate returns to the Adjutant Gen-

eral of the United States. For the want of such returns, our citizens

are comparative unarmed, and so have been for the last thirteen years,

although engaged in a bloody war for more than half that time.

Having done our duty, we may then confldently rely on the Federal

Government for the fortification of our extended seaboard. This,

I am gratified to learn, is now attracting the attention of Congress,

and I cannot doubt that everything will be done that money and the

Indomitable spirit and energy of our fellow-citizens can achieve to

render our exposed frontier impregnable to a foreign foe."

The honor of statehood was not accorded the Territory of

Florida so soon as she thought herself entitled thereto, and

Governor Branch expressed himself with his wonted force on

this matter in his message

:

"Under the Providence of God, Florida earnestly desires to carve

out her own fortunes in her own way. She asks to be permitted to
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appoint her own officers, and to make and administer her own laws

;

and, in thus asking, she feels that she seeks nothing but what she is

justly entitled to, and what she would be recreant to her best interests

antT posterity were she not to insist on. She demands the rights of

a sovereign State, so long withheld from her, though guaranteed by

the Constitution of the United States and the Treaty of Cession.

With a solitary Delegate in Congress, without even a vote to oppose

aggressions on your rights, how can you expect successfully to con-

tend for equal participation in the benefits of this glorious confeder-

acy? Allow me, then, to advise you to gird on the armor of State

sovereignty—to shake off the old hoy, and put on the new man

!

"To those of our fellow-citizens who believe that we are incapable

of sustaining the expenses of a State Government, I would respect-

fully say that, if the estimates of our able and indefatigable Delegate

are to be accredited—of which I cannot doubt—your fears are ground-

less. Instead of being a loss of a few dollars and cents, it will be a

gain of thousands and tens of thousands. But, I would remark, that

we ought not to be deterred from the pursuit of the great prize by

such considerations. T"lie right of self-government is inestimable to

freemen, and ought not to be abandoned for light and trivial causes."

Toward the conclusion of his message, Governor Branch

took a brighter view of the future of the Territory over which

he presided, saying:

"With a virgin soil, a genial climate, and a wise and paternal gov-

ernment to develop and foster her resources, Florida may yet promise

herself a prosperous and happy future. Although causes beyond her

control, as previously remarked, have retarded her growth and cast

a shade over her teiTitorial fortunes and good name; and, although,

at the moment of throwing off the degrading yoke of vassalage, her

difficulties may seem to be appalling—yet, when calmly viewed, and
impartially weighed by intelligent, patriotic, and honest statesmen,

Florida will have nothing to dread."

As Mr. Branch was Governor of Florida for less than a

year—from Augaist 11, 1844, until June 25, 1845—the mes-

sage from which we have made the extracts set forth above, was

the only one which he sent to the "Legislative Council," or

General Assembly of the Territory, except a few brief special

messages which would not be of general interest if quoted in

the present sketch.
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The Territory of Florida was admitted as a State into the

American Union by an Act of Congress passed on the 3d of

March, 1845. In order to make an even balance of the power

thus added to the South in the Halls of Congress, another

Territory (of opposite political tendencies) was raised to

statehood by the inclusion of Iowa within the provisions of

the same Act. There was great rejoicing when news was

brought to Tallahassee that the Territory of Florida had been

created a State. This action of Congress was especially grati-

fying to Governor Branch, who gave a large and brilliant

reception at Live Oak in honor of the event, and invited all

residents of that vicinity, as well as visitors from other parts

of Florida, to attend. There is still preserved a letter from

the Governor's youngest daughter, written tO' a schoolmate at

Georgetown, near Washington City, in which is this descrip-

tion of the entertainment:

"Oh, I wish you could have seen Live Oak last night! All the

world and his wife were bidden to help us celebrate, and everything

possible was done to add to the occasion. Bonfires blazed on the edge

of the grove, and lanterns were hung in the shrubbery. The house

was brilliantly lighted, and from top to bottom was thrown open to

the public. Across the front entrance, in large letters of living green

on a white banner, was 'State of Florida,' and inside the house all

was jollity and congratulation, feasting and music."

Soon after receiving official advices that Florida had been

admitted into the Union, Mr. Branch (who had thus become

Acting Governor of the new State) issued a proclamation, on

April 5, 1845, fixing upon the 26th of May as the time when

a general election should be held for the purpose of choosing

a Governor, a Legislature, and a Representative in CongTess.

Governor Branch, being the foremost Democrat in Florida,

was urged by his friends to enter the lists as a candidate for

Governor of the State against the Whig candidate, Ex-Gov-

ernor Call. To this proposition Mr. Branch declined to assent.

Already he had "sounded all the depths and shoals of honor,''

and was not only willing, but anxious to return to the walks of

private life. Other considerations moving him to decline fur-
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ther participation in politics were Mrs. Brancli's continued

ill health and a set determination on his part never to relin-

quish his citizenship as a North Carolinian. William Dunn
Moseley, a personal and political friend of Mr. Branch, was

thereupon nominated by the Democratic party as Governor,

and was duly elected. In the new State government, Gover-

nor Branch's nephew, Joseph Branch, became Attorney-Gen-

eral. The first session of the Legislature of the State of

Florida met on the 23d of June, 1845, and two days later,

on June 25th, Governor-elect Moseley was inducted into

office. This inauguration of a successor closed the career

of Governor Branch as Governor of the Territory and

as Acting Governor of the State of Florida. Between the

careers of Governor Branch and Governor Moseley, we may
add, there was a striking similarity: both were native iTorth

Carolinians, both were graduates of the University of Korth

Carolina, both had been Speakers of the State Senate of

ISTorth Carolina, both had served as Governor of Florida, and

both died on the same day.

After the expiration of his term of office as Governor of

Florida, Mr. Branch remained a citizen of Tallahassee. He
also spent much of his time at Enfield, his old home in jSTorth

Carolina. He likewise paid frequent visits to the fashionable

summer resorts of that day. On the 19th of January, 1851,

he suffered the loss of his beloved wife, who passed away

in the sixty-fourth year of her age, after a happy married life

of nearly haK a century. In referring to the devoted minis-

trations of Governor Branch during the last illness of his

wife, his granddaughter, Mrs. Eppes, says

:

"Mrs. Branch's health grew steadily worse. I have said that they

were lovers to the last. She was very fond of flowers, and every

morning Governor Branch plucked a few pink blossoms—clove pinks,

if he could find them, but of a rosy hue always—and with his own
hands pinned them in the dainty folds of the sheer white kerchief,

which the fashion of that day prescribed for a married lady's adorn-

ment. When at last she slept peacefully in her casket and he was
called for a last look at the face which was so beautiful to him, he
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turned away with a heart-broken sob, and in a few moments was back
again with a cluster of tiny pink rosebuds, which he pinned on with

trembling hands. As long as he lived he never failed at every visit

to adorn her tomb with the bright-hued blossoms which she loved."

After the death, of Mrs. Branch, Governor Branch returned

to his native State, and again took up his abode at Enfield.

In depicting the closing years of his life, we again quote the

narrative of Mrs. Eppes, who writes of her grandfather as

follows

:

"Governor Branch never resigned his citizenship in North Carolina

;

and, after his wife's death, he spent most of his time at the old home
in Enfield, coming to Florida each winter for a short stay. Though it

was the old home [at Enfield], it was a new house, the original build-

ing with all its contents having been destroyed by fire. It was a most

comfortable and commodious dwelling on a hill overlooking the sta-

tion. A smooth lawn, with many shade-trees, led up to the house. On
the right was a garden, a veritable bower of beauty ; and, on the left,

a very fancy stable and barn were outlined against a splendid orchard

of peaches and apples, while at the back, among other buildings, was
an icehouse, all combining the beauties of fairy-land with practical

uses.

"Here he entertained his friends, for to him hospitality was one

of the cardinal virtues, and here he made his children warmly wel-

come, and urged strongly that some of them should live with him

;

but, at last, even his widowed daughter, Mrs. Read, married again

and left him, so in the Winter of 1853 he was married to Mrs. Mary
E. Bond, of Bertie—a lovely woman, who proved an admirable com-

panion for his declining years.

"Governor Branch's religious convictions were of the strongest, and
he had the deepest respect for all things sacred. Late in life he

united with St. John's Church in Tallahassee, and his confirmation

service was a beautiful sight. Just before the morning service he

walked alone up the aisle—tall, spare, and erect, with eyes of clear-

est blue, and abundant hair of snowy whiteness. At the altar he

was met by the Bishop of Florida, the Right Reverend Francis H.

Rutledge. He, too, had snow-white hair, and in his robes was most
imposing. The morning sun came stealing softly in ; and, when
Governor Branch knelt and the venerable Bishop placed his hands

upon his head, the rays of the sun crowned them both with a halo

of glory, and we, the spectators, felt that it was God's own benedic-

tion on His good and faithful servants,"
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As might be expected ol a States' Rights Democrat of the

Calhoun school, Governor Branch stood loyally by his native

State when it seceded from the Union, and became a faithful

citizen of the Confederate Government. He ministered un-

ceasingly to the needs of those who had enlisted in defense of

the South, and his purse was ever open to relieve the necessi-

ties of the dependent ones they had left at home. By the

hand of death he was spared the horrors of Reconstruction,

but did not escape altogether the afflicting consequences of the

war, for his favorite nephew (General Lawrence O'Bryan

Branch) was slain early in the conflict, and other members

of his immediate family were sharers of the dangers by which

the land of their birth was beset.

Governor Branch died at Enfield, in his native county of

Halifax, l^orth Carolina, on the 4th day of January, 1863.

It was his good fortune to retain his mental and physical

vigor to the last. The brief illness, which terminated his

earthly career, was pneumonia, contracted while riding horse-

back to direct the operations of an ice-plow, Kt a time when

countless messages, by telegraph and mail, bore tidings of the

death in battle of hundreds of the youngei generation of

Southerners, the peaceful passing away of "an old man,

broken with the storms of State," may not have attracted the

attention of the country at large to such an extent as it would

in more peaceful days, but his death was mourned sincerely

by those who had known his worth. In commenting upon this

event, the Raleigh Register^ of January 14, 1863, said : "He
bore the weight of years with more elasticity than any man
we ever saw; for, when he had passed four-score years, his

person was more erect and his step more springy than many
a man of half his years could boast of. It may be truly and

emphatically inscribed on his tombstone that he was a man
of the most sterling integi'ity." In a Florida newspaper, pub-

lished at the time of Governor Branch's death, there iy a

tribute from an old acquaintance, who said : "Born at the end

of the American Revolution, this aged patriot lived to wit-
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ness the dissolution of the Union then formed, and to pass

away amid the convulsions which now shake the continent."

The same writer said of Governor Branch's political tenets

:

"A strict constructionist, he was ever sternly opposed to all

encroachments upon the rights of the States and the people;

and, though retired from public life, the influence and weight

of his moral character and intellect were always given in re-

sistence to the spirit of ISTorthern fanatacism and lust of

power, and in upholding the rights and liberties of his native

South. A patriot of the early days, reared in an age made

illustrious by the virtues of Macon, the genius of Randolph,

and the patriotism of the associated statesmen of their day,

he soon acquired a correct knowledge of the Constitution of his

country and the structure of her Government, which, under

the guidance of his liberal mind, enabled him to sustain him-

self with honor in every contest and in every station he was

called upon to fill."

Several likenesses of Governor Branch are in existence.

The one accompanying this sketch is from an oil portrait, in

the Navy Department at Washington, which was copied from

a minature painted by Anna C. Peale in 1818, during Mr.

Branch's term as Governor of North Carolina. Another por-

trait, painted later in life, hangs in the Hall of the Philan-

thropic Society at the University of North Carolina.

It is not the purpose of the present writer to attempt a

eulogy, or even a studied portrayal of the character of John
Branch. The foregoing pages give some record of his official

actions in the various high stations which were conferred

upon him, and those actions speak for themselves. They
show that he was no time-serving politician, but a fearless,

firm, wise, and patriotic statesman, whose fidelity to a public

trust was never shaken by thirst for office (though many
offices he had) or by any other selfish consideration. It may
be truly said of him that

—

"He would not flatter Neptune for his trident,

Or Jove for his power to thunder."
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At one time it was the expressed wish of Governor Branch

that he should be buried in Florida by the grave of the wife

of his earlier years; but later, when his life's long journey

was Hearing its end, he declared his utter indifference on

this point. "I am convinced," he said, ''that this body is but

as a worn out garment which we cast aside ; and that in the

world of spirits, to which I am going, there are no limitations

of time and space." And so, when the end came, the mortal

remains of John Branch were laid to rest in the family burial

gTound at Enfield, within the bounds of the historic county

which gave him birth.

" 'Tis little : but it looks in truth

As if the quiet bones were blest

Among familiar names to rest

And in the places of his youth."
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The Pre-Revolutionary Printers of North Car-

olina : Davis, Steuart, and Boyd

By Stephen B. Weeks.

I. James Davis.

The biography of James Davis, the proto-typographer of

l^orth Carolina, is practically the history of the Is^orth Caro-

lina press for the first generation of its existence. There

were other printers and one other press, but Davis was pre-

eminently the founder of the art in the colony, and to him

belongs not only the honor of introducing, but also of estab-

lishing this great civilizing and educating agency.

With the exception of Georgia, North Carolina was the

last of the original thirteen colonies to receive the printing

press. The reasons for this are numerous and obvious. The

Southern colonies tended to reproduce the landed gentry of

England, not her village communities. The form of govern-

ment interfered ; the ISTew England colonies were practically

self-governing bodies from the beginning, but not so with

those at the South ; they were under either royal or proprie-

tary governments, and few privileges were accorded them.

No American colony saw her efforts for autonomy, or what-

ever seemed an approach to self-government, more often or

more rudely interfered with than did North Carolina.

The first settlements in North Carolina were made by indi-

vidual immigrants, who roved over a vast and fertile region

and took up land where fancy dictated, and not by immi-

grants coming in a body, as was the case in Massachusetts and

Connecticut. This method of settlement was favored by the

mildness of the climate, the fertility of the soil, and the com-

parative peaceableness of the Indians.

Nor were the first, settlers educated, in the broadest sense.

There were educated men and gentlemen among them, but
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these, like all others, were remoulded by the democracy of

toil to break the wilderness, and this made the first genera-

tion of natives much inferior in intellectual attainments to

their fathers, the immigrants. Not only was the province a

frontier community, but there were no towns of any size, and

as towns have been the birthplace of political freedom, so

they are also the generators and developers of intellectual

life. The population was not homogeneous and social soli-

darity was unknown. In these rural and primitive conditions

there were necessarily few schools and churches, and little

demand for the labors of the press. The laws were never

printed, so far as known, before 1751. The Revisal of 1715

was published by being read in the courts, and perhaps at

other public places on stated occasions, but it was never

printed in full (or nearly so) till the year of grace 1904. It

seems that in 1740 the "JSTarrative of the Proceedings of the

I^^orth Carolina House of Burgesses" was printed in Wil-

liamsburg, Va. It is said that printing was done for the

colony in Virginia, South Carolina and London, but if so,

I have found little contemporary records of such.

But as the colony grew in extent, in numbers and in wealth

a printing press became a vital necessity. The immediate

cause of its introduction was the desire to revise and print

the laws which had not been codified since 1715. In 1736

Governor Johnston addresses the Assembly on the condition of

the laws as follows : "Upon the strictest inquiry I can't find

that there is one complete copy of them in any one place,

neither have I yet seen two copies of them that perfectly

agTee . . . most of them either appear under ridiculous

titles, are full of contradictions, or their language and stile

is childish, ridiculous and against the common rules of

grammar. As the happiness of every private man depends

upon the laws, I think that it is a grievance which can never

too soon be redressed." The Assembly agreed with the Gover-

nor's remarks, and did nothing. In 1739 Governor Johnston

returned to the charge, and a committee of revision—which
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did nothing—was appointed. Again in 1740 and 1744 John-

ston speaks of the "shameful condition" of the laws. In 1746

Edward Moseley, Samuel Swann, Enoch Hall, and Thomas

Barker were appointed "to revise and print the several acts of

Assembly in force in this province." They were allowed

60£ proc. money out of the duty on wine, rum and distilled

liquors and rice for their trouble, and 100£ more for print-

ing, furnishing and delivering the books. The revision was

completed in 1749, confirmed and declared to be in force

(chap. 6, Oct. sess., 1749).

This revisal had brought the committee face to face with

the question of publication. The April session of the Assem-

bly, 1749 (chap. 3), had passed an act under which James

Davis was encouraged to remove to N^orth Carolina. He
was paid a salary of 160£ proc. money to "begin and com-

mence from such time as the said James Davis shall have set

up his press at ]^ewbern . . . and be ready to proceed

on his business of printing." The contract was for five years,

while the services required were the printing of legislative

journals and proceedings, laws, proclamations, and other

official matters. Davis was required to reside in J^ewbern,

was given absolute copyright on all government documents

published by him, and his salary was to be raised by a levy of

four pence on every taxable.

Davis imported and set up his press and entered upon his

contract June 24, 1749. This is tlie birthday of the fourth

estate in ISTorth Carolina. He came from Virginia, and most

probably from Williamsburg, as there were then presses at no

other place. He was born in Virginia, October 21, 1721, and

was probably brought up at the printing trade, but of his

early life we know nothing. His mature years were all spent

in l^orth Carolina, where his work for the advancement of

the commonwealth will give him a place among the men
whose lives have been worth while.

His first work seems to have been to print the proclama-

tion money and the journals of the Assembly for 1749 and
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1750, and this he probably continued as long as he remained

a printer. His first important publication was Swann's Re-

visal, which had been prepared by the commissioners ap-

pointed in 1746. He could hardly have begun work on this

publication before the formal ratification of the compilation

by the Assembly at October session, 1749, but Governor

Johnston, writing to the Board of Trade, December 21,

1749, says the revised laws ''are now in press, and I expect to

be able to send your Lordships a copy of them by the middle

of June next." I have never heard of a copy with the

imprint 1750, however. Until recent years it was thought

that 1752 was the only date of publication, but at least five

copies are known with the imprint 1751. These are dis-

tributed as follows : One each in the libraries of Congress,

Pennsylvania Historical Society (Charlemagne Tower Col-

lection), jSTew York Public Library (Lenox), New York His-

torical Society, and my own copy. Of these five copies my
own is clearly the first published, for it ends with the laws

for 1750. All the other copies have the laws for July session,

1751, which shows that my copy was published before July

session, 1751. The 1751 edition is followed by an eight page

table, while that for 1752 has a two-page table and a new

title page. An imperfect copy without title page, also in my
possession, is doubtless a 1751 issue, for page 330 shows an

offset of the word "Table." This indicates that it was bound

and ready for sale, but as it was not immediately disposed oi,

the table was removed and the laws of 1751 added. It is prob-

able that the sheets of the 1752 issue are the same as those

of the 1751, with possibly a few changes and corrections here

and there. Of the 1752 issue nine copies are known to me,

seven of them being in public libraries.

This first printed revisal of the laws of ISTorth Carolina is

worthy of the attention here given it because it is the first

book printed in jSTorth Carolina, is, so far as known, the first

book printed by James Davis, and is the corner-stone of the

history of the State and of her domestic literature. With



108 THE NORTH CAROLINA BOOKLET

age, and because of imperfect tanning, the leather binding

assumed a yellowish hue, and this gave it the popular name
bj which it is still known, '^Yellow Jacket."

After the publication of this revisal Davis continued to

print the session laws, the journals, the paper currency and

the miscellaneous matters of the colony. He served the colony

and State as public printer for about 33 years, 1749-'82. But

his path was not always a smooth one, nor was his work always

satisfactory. His original contract was for five years. It

was renewed in 1754, 1757, 1760. In 1762 he asked for

reappointment, but it was rejected by the council, for this

involved the larger question of the struggle between the gov-

ernor and the council on one side and the house of commons

on the other. McCulloh brought in a bill in the council to

appoint Alexander Purdie as public printer. It seems that

Davis had not given entire satisfaction to the lower house,

but it was necessary to have a printer, and he was reappointed

for six months, "and from thence to the end of the next ses-

sion of Assembly and no longer." In 1764 his nomination

was again defeated in the council. Then follows a bit of spicy

correspondence between the governor and the lower house,

which shows what manner of men these colonial Carolinians

were, and proves that they well deserved Bancroft's appella-

tion of the freest of the free, and is too delicious to be para-

phrased. Under date of March 5, 1764, Governor Dobbs writes

to the lower house : "I can never approve of the late printer ap-

pointed by the Assembly, upon account of his negligence.

. . . I must therefore recommend it to the Assembly to

encourage a printer to reside where he can attend

the government and Assembty, and do his duty to the public,

and not barely consider his own profit and conveniency." The
lower house thereupon appointed a committee to employ a

public printer at 200£ per annum, and this committee in-

vited Andrew Steuart, of Philadelphia, to come to ISTorth

Carolina. On N'ovember 21, 1764, Dobbs informed the house

that as a bill to appoint a printer had failed in the council,
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he had, with the consent of the council, appointed Andrew

Steuart as public printer for eighteen months, "from the

24th day of June last, the time of his arrival here." This

angered the commons, and they resolved that "the appoint-

ment of a printer under the sounding appellation of his

Majesty's printer . . . is of an unusual nature, truly

unknown either to our laws or constitution, and as it appears

to us, a most extensive stretch of power, and may, in its ten-

dency, establish a new office to exact new fees. . . . We,

the Assembly of this province, therefore, to guard the liber-

ties of the subjects and our indubitable rights Do Resolve,

That we know of no such office as his Majesty's printer of

this province ; and of no duties, fees or emoluments annexed

or incident to such office ; and that the said appointment is of

a new and unusual nature unknown to our laws, and is a vio-

lent stretch of power." In answer to this patriotic outburst

Dobbs replied two days later by appointing, "in support of

his Majesty's Just Prerogative," Andrew Steuart to be his

Majesty's printer. On the same day the house resolved to

pay Steuart 100£ for his "voyage, trouble and expense" in

coming to the province, and resolved that James Davis be

reappointed to the office and made his election doubly sure by

ordering that the treasurer pay out no money "by order of

the governor and council without concurrence or direction of

this house."

But, however angrily the house might fulminate, we know

that Steuart retained his appointment and printed the session

laws for 1764, for I have a copy in my Collection of Carolin-

iana. Whether he was ever paid for his labor is another

matter.

Davis prepared, and in 1764 published, a "Revisal of the

Laws of the province, 1751-1764." In 1765 he issued a "Col-

lection of all the Acts of Assembly" then in force, from 1715,

and including what he had published in the edition of 1764.

In 1773 he published "A Complete Revisal" (it appeared

prior to October 8, 1773) ; in 1774 he compiled and pub-
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lished his "Office and Authority of a Justice of the Peace,"

the first book of its kind issued in ISTorth Carolina. The

"Eevisal" of 1764 is the rarest of all ISTorth Carolina revis-

ions, but four copies being known; that of 1765 is the next

raritj.

The editions of these two revisals, as well as that of the

1751 and 1752 revisal and of the session laws, must have

been very small, for as early as 1773 Governor Martin writes

Earl Dartmouth that "the laws of this province are more

rare than any book can be named."

It is believed that Davis printed the session laws with regu-

larity from 1749 to 1782 (except 1764), for he was re-elected

public printer in 1766, 1770 and 1774. At the April session,

1777, the Assembly saw fit to drop Davis as public printer,

and chose in his stead John Pinkney, a bankrupt printer of

Williamsburg, Va., for those were the days when any out-

grown garment or outworn creed was good enough for circu-

lation in ISTorth Carolina if it but had the Virginia brand, and

the public printing office was transferred from I^ewbern to

Halifax. Contemporary accounts give us the remainder of

the story. Caswell writes Hezekiah Alexander under date

of September 15, 1777 : "The Assembly thought proper to

remove an old servant (the printer) for neglect of duty, and

appoint one who resided in Virginia who, after long delay,

removed to Halifax about five or six weeks ago, where he

died." Willie Jones tells us more of the successor of the

faithful Davis. He writes Caswell under date of August

29, 1777:

"Mr. Pinkney is dead ; his death is not regretted by a single person
who knew him in this part of the world. His conduct was so scanda-
lous that we only regret that he did not die before he had an oppor-
tunity of abusing this state in the gross manner he has done. I used
every means in my power to stimulate him to his duty, and to enable
him to perform it ; but all to no purpose. When I went to Williams-
burg after my return from Newbern, I found he was so involved there

that his creditors would not let him depart without money or security,

and to expedite the public business, I advanced him money and be-



PKE-EEVOLUTIONART PRINTERS 111

came his security to the amount of upwards of 400£, for which I have

no kind of security. His types were brought to Halifax and I think

of detaining them until I am made secure."

What did Davis now do when the State was without a

printer? He carried the acts through the press at his own
expense, relying on the justice of the Assembly for reimburse-

ment. Had his purpose been to defend his career in the eyes

of posterity, no man could have made a more overwhelming

reply to his detractors than did Davis by this patriotic act. He
was reappointed public printer in ISTovember, 1777, but from

then till the end of his public career he seems to have had

hard fortunes, due to the stress of the times. From a petition

that seems to belong to 1780 we learn that he was sustaining

heavy losses by reason of the rise in printing materials, by

depreciation of currency, and the slowness of payment. He
had applied to the Assembly from time to time for relief,

"but was unhappy enough to receive no other consolation than

being again appointed printer to the State." The Assembly

continued to neglect him
;
paper rose to 100£ per ream, and

he determined to resign, but was dissuaded by appeals to his

patriotism. The Assembly on February 9, 1781, requested

him "to continue in the business of public printer." May
18, 1782, his son Thomas Davis was appointed public printer

in his place. The latter had removed his press to Halifax in

February, 1782, and the laws for April session, 1782, bear

the Halifax imprint, as do those for April session, 1784,

while those for October session, 1784, show him again in

ISTewbern. This seems to have been the last issue with a

Davis imprint, for Arnett and Hodge became public printers

in December, 1785. James Davis was then dead. His son

Thomas seems to have gone out of business, and died about

1790.

Besides his work as public printer there was little for

James Davis to do in the colony of ]S[orth Carolina in the

line of his trade, but he was not idle. He aided in building

5
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the commonwealth in many ways, and was always a useful

and progressive citizen.

Besides his official publications, laws, revisals, journals,

proclamations and similar matters, and such semi-public

works as his "Justice of the Peace" of 1774, he published in

1753 Clement Hall's "Collection of Christian Experiences,"

the first book or pamphlet so far as known to be compiled by

a native of JSTorth Carolina; in 1756 he printed a sermon,

another in 1761, and another in 1768 ; in 1778 appeared

Euddiman's "Eudiments of the Latin Tongue," and Dyche's

"Spelling Book." Such were the feeble beginnings of lit-

erary life in ]*^orth Carolina.

Besides the revisals made and published by him in 1764,

1765 and 1773, he was appointed December 1, 1777, to revise

the Acts of Assembly, and was to lay a fair copy of "the

w^hole compilement" before the next session of Assembly, and

four days later he was allowed 500£ for the work. Again on

May 12, 1783^ a bill was brought in to authorize him "to

revise, print and publish all the laws now in force and use."

This bill was in answer to an offer from him, but like the

proposal of 1777 came to naught. (See chap. 46, laws 1783,

and chap. 4, laws of 1787.)

To Davis also belongs the honor of establishing the first

newspaper in the colony. This was the North Carolina

Gazet e, with the freshest advices, foreign and domestic.

Number one probably appeared in the spring of 1755, as ISFo.

103 is dated April 15, 1757. It was published Thursdays,

on a sheet post size, folio, often on a half sheet, and bore the

imprint : "Newborn : Printed by James Davis, at the Print-

ing-Office in Front-street ; where all persons may be supplied

with this paper at Sixteen shillings per Annum: And where

Advertisements of a moderate length are inserted for Three

Shillings the first Week, and Two shillings for every week

after. And where also Book-binding is done reasonably."

This newspaper venture succeeded perhaps better than was to

have been expected. The Gazette was published about six
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years and then suspended. The American Antiquarian So-

ciety, Worcester, Mass., has iive copies of this Gazette, of

which 'Eo. 200 bears date October 18, 1759. (See full size

fac simile in Ashe's "Narrative History of I^orth Carolina,"

Vol. 1.)

In 1764 Davis issued the first number of the North Caro-

lina Magazine, or Universal Intelligencer. It was printed on

a demy sheet in eight pages, quarto, with a view to its being

bound, and was divided into two columns without rules, and

the printed page was eight by five and a half inches. It was

jejune and vapid. The want of regular mail facilities ren-

dered the news department very insufficient. The first num-

ber was from Friday, June 1, to Friday, June 8, 1764. We
may take the fifth issue as a fair specimen. The first article

is a non-original one on the different ages of the world ; then

comes a scrap of the history of Eome just after the death of

Csesar ; the next two pages and a half give us the third part

of the discourse of the Bishop of Salisbury on the use and

intent of prophecy in the sevaral ages of the world ; an article

headed '^JSTews, London, East India House, April 4th," fills

a column. The remaining page and a haK is given to adver-

tisements, which were inserted at three shillings the first

week and two shillings for every continuance. Single copies

were sold at four pence. At the close of 1764 a new volume

was begun, with a diminution of one-half in size, and nothing

in price. It is unloiown how long the Magazine continued to

be published, but it was succeeded by the North Carolina

Gazette, which appeared again on May 27, 1768. It was

numbered one, and was enlarged to a crown sheet folio. It

is probable that there was no suspension in the publication

between 1764 and the reappearance of the Gazette in 1768,

and that the reappearance of this paper at this time simply

marks a return by Davis to the name first used by him in

1755. The copy of the Gazette for July 4, 1777, is numbered

883, and has as its motto, '^Semper pro Libertate et Bono

Publico." It is a small folio of four pages, two broad col-
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umns to the page, with a sheet twelve by sixteen inches. On

June 20, 1778, it was reduced to a quarto, and so continued

until N'ovember 7, when it resumed its former size. The

last number in the volume here described is that for JSTovem-

ber 30, 1778. It was suspended perhaps soon after that date,

for Davis writes the Governor, ISTovember 2, 1778, that his

son Thomas had been drafted into the army, that he was his

chief hand in the printing office and that without his aid it

would be impossible to carry on the newspaper ; and the pros-

pectus of another North Carolina Gazette started in August,

1783, says "there has not been a newspaper published in

North Carolina for several years." The paper used on the

Gazette was fine, heavy and water-lined, but as the war ad-

vanced it became of an inferior quality. The impression is

somewhat blurred, but Davis's work is generally very good.

There are no column rules and no head rules. There is no

editorial matter and very little local news. The body of the

paper was filled with reports from the seat of war and from

Congress, and that the pressure on his columns was some-

what greater than he could meet we learn from the fact that

at times he omits his own advertisements and even his

imprint.

Davis's work as a printer made him prominent in l^ewbern

affairs. He was appointed postmaster there in 1755 ; in that

year he contracted to carry the mails from Suffolk, Va., to

Wilmington, IST. C, and was still doing this work in 1758,

He was elected to represent the town in the Assembly in 175-1,

but as he was then sheriff, was pronounced ineligible ; he was

elected again in 1755 and then took his seat; he was also a

member in 1756, in 1757; and in 1760 represented Craven

County. He was a J. P. in 1768, 1771, 1774, 1776 and

1778 ; was foreman of the gTand jury in 1771 ; commissioner

of Harlow's Creek canal in 1766 ; signed the Craven County

address on Liberty in August, 1774; was on the committee

to arm and fit out a vessel of war in 1775, and in March,

1776, was a commissioner of exports for N^ewbern; was a
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member of the Provincial Convention which met in IvTew-

bern in April, 1775, and of the Hillsboro Congress of August,

1775, as a representative of IsTewbern, and in the latter was

on the committee to prepare plans for the regulation of in-

ternal peace, order and safety of the province; was a mem-
ber of the Council of Safety of ISTewbern in March, 1775

;

was elected a judge of the oyer and terminer court for ISTew-

bern District in 1777, and in January, 1781, was a member

of the council of state.

Although it is thus evident that he was an ardent Whig
in the Revolution he had his enemies and did not escape the

charge of Toryism; he was also a man of strong passions,

and these were not always under control. He accumulated

large property in negroes and real estate, and died in New-

bern in February or March, 1785, as his will is probated at

March Term, 1785. We learn from this will that his presses

and other printing material then in JSTewbern were in the

hands of Robert Keith and Company. All the printing ap-

paratus and the book bindery was given to his son Thomas,

who had been as early as I^ovember 2, 1778, "chief head in the

office," and in 1782 had succeeded his father as public printer,

but after 1784 the name Davis disappears from the history

of l^orth Carolina typography, his material and apparatus

being probably absorbed by Francois Xavier Martin.

Davis married Prudence Herritage, a connection of the

wife of Governor Caswell. He had four sons: James, the

eldest, married in the West Indies and died in Havana,

Cuba ; John, the second son, served in the patriot army, was

captured and imprisoned at Charleston, was later transferred

to a British man-of-war, refused to do menial service on ship-

board and died under the lash (see State Records, XV,

377-78, for the details of this infamous cruelty) ;
William,

the third son, also saw service in the patriot army; Thomas

was the youngest son. If there were daughters no record has

reached this writer.
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II. Andrew Steuart.

Short and sad are the annals of Andrew Steuart, the second

ISTorth Carolina printer. He was an Irishman, born in Bel-

fast, and served his apprenticeship there. He came to Amer-

ica and in 1758 or 1759 set up a printing press in Laetitia

Court, Philadelphia, but soon removed to the Bible-in-Heart

in Second street. His business seems to have been confined

to small jobs, such as pamphlets, ballads and almanacs. The

particular course of events which induced him to migrate to

iJ^Torth Carolina, and the exact time of his arrival have been

mentioned already in the sketch of James Davis. Steuart

settled in Wilmington, then practically the capital, and

it appears that he became officially public printer on June

24, 1764, the date of the expiration of Davis's contract with

the province. Record of but two imprints of Steuart has

come down to us, the first of these being his edition of the

session laws for 1764, of which there is a copy in my Collec-

tion, and Moore's Justice and Policy of taxing the American

Colonies (1765), of which there is a copy in the John Carter

Brown Library.

In September, 1764, he began the publication of The

North Carolina Gazette and Weekly Post Boy, which was

the second newspaper in the colony, if we count Mr. Davis's

effort in 1764 as a revival and continuation of the original

publication of 1755. Steuart's Gazette is said to have been

suspended in 1767. 'No copies are known to be in existence.

He tried to sell out in 1766 to Isaiah Thomas, then on a visit

to Wilmington, as he was anxious to return to Philadelphia,

where his business was still being conducted, but Thomas and

Steuart failed to come to terms, and the latter was drowned
in the Cape Fear in 1769.

III. Adam Boyd.

The third and last of the pre-Revolutionary printers was
not a printer at all. He was what we should call in this day
a publisher. He seems to have purchased Steuart's outfit
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after the death of the latter, and about October 13, 1Y69,

issued the first number of The Gape Fear Mercury. We have

record of one or two other publications as coming from Boyd's

press, but his business was confined mainly to the publication

of the Mercury. This seems to have been continued with more

or less regularity down to 1775, and in that year earned for

itself large posthumous fame by its publication of certain

"Mecklenburg Resolves" which, while yet unseen, were con-

fidently appealed to by faithful believers as able to establish

the genuineness of the Declaration of Independence of May
20, 1775. At last a copy was found and the article to which

such trusting appeal had been made was found to be the

Resolves of May 31.

The Mercury does not seem to have survived the year 1775,

iior did Boyd appear again as a printer and publisher. He
devoted himself to the ministry and spent a part of his last

years (1790-1799), in charge of the Episcopal Church in

Augusta, Georgia. Later he was in ISTashville, Tennessee, and

ISTatchez, Mississippi, where he seems to have died.

Adam Boyd married in 1774, the widow of Moses John

DeRosset. The late Colonel William L. DeRosset sent me
nearly twenty years ago copies of some letters written by

Boyd in his declining years to members of the family. They

are perhaps worth publication as pictures of the times and

of the fortunes of a man who served well his adopted State

:

Augusta, Ga., April, 1798.

My Deab John :

* * * And now I am on the subject of self, wonderful appears

to me the events that have continued me in this place. Last year

I was determined on leaving it and this year the same. Now I am
not able to travel; but if I were, it appears improper. The regard

with which I am treatea and the provision made for my support

appear, with many other circumstances, as if Providence had de-

signed this for my charge. The provision is not what it should be,

but it is nearly twice as much as it has yet been, except part of last

year. These and such things attach me to the place (in a moral

view). And yet after all, my heart breathes many a sigh for Wil-

mington. In W. I could not breathe. Had I continued there, I have
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no doubt but the grave would have closed over me long ago. Here
I have escaped gout, asthma and much of a cough which there used

to harass me alternately. Besides, in my professional character I

think I have been more useful here than I could have been there.

With respect to the money much the same I suppose, except in this.

There the non-payment of the Parish would not have distressed

me as it did here. I have been in real want of clothing, and as to

board I live chiefly at others' tables. In this distress I attempted to

relieve myself by selling certificates at about one-fourth of their

value. I was cheated out of the whole.

I got lots then in demand but it soon appeared the whole were
mortgaged to the public. My certificates funded about f1000, and I

lost all. The man went away and died, a bankrupt. A friend of

mine was on his return to Ireland, so he called to see me. Talking

of my situation he observed "you need not wish to be in better esteem

than you are. All this increases my attachment, but still I wish to

be with Maggy and you * * * Recollection fails me very often.

I was always an absent man. * * *

Yours affectionately,

ADAM BOYD.

Feby. 8, 1799.

My Deae Friend i

My strength returns so slowly that I am not yet able to write you
as I wish. Yet the mercies which I enjoy demand infinitely more
thanks than I can give. I hope this little attempt at justice will

please. If it be approved and engraved it will give me pleasure.

Should it be thought proper to publish it, I submit. If published,

below is the proper introduction. Hoping that Heaven will regard

us with an eye of mercy I have much pleasure in thinking we shall

meet again. I am extremely anxious to be amongst you, but I fear

I shall not be able to breathe that air, and to be a burden to you
would distress my mind. It is astonishing, weak tho' I be, almost

a child, I am enabled to preach more to the satisfaction of the audi-

ence than I could four years ago, and with more satisfaction to

myself. Adieu.

The Almighty in his great goodness preserve us all.

Affectionately yours,

ADAM BOYD.

Nashville, Tenn., April IS, ISOO.

Dear Doctor :

Nothing can be said in opposition to your reason and yet I feel

the disappointment. My situation is extremely unfortunate. I believe

it worse by the neglect of some cross-posts. I know four letters have



PEE-REVOLUTIONARY PEINTERS 119

been lost, that is they have been out six months and no account of

them yet. This has made me ignorant of things I should have
known about my own afCairs. I also believe it is owing to some
accident in that way that I have not had a little relief from Charles-

ton. I had hoped from the benevolent exertions of a few, a sum to

be refunded, but without interest. These disappointments will I fear

compel me to accept terms which will do little more than give me
present relief. A deception in the survey will oblige me to com-

mence a suit or to petition your assembly. Both of these I dislike.

Yet it is hard to lose so much, especially as my journey hither has

been so unfortunate and expensive. However, I shall not repine and
hope to preserve such a sense of the goodness of God as shall secure

to my mind that calmness which is natural to a trust in that Power.

Yet with grief and shame I confess I am not as tranquil as I was.

Continual disappointments and losses, I now fear, have an influence

I did not expect. If you knew all, or one-half you would say to be

serene. Under such a mountain requires more strength of mind than

is commonly the lot of man. Indeed, I do not think it attainable

without superior aid. Perhaps I failed in this, in being too secure or

too confident in myself ; the first I think the cause, as to the last I

know I have no strength. I am too thoughtless in everything, hence

all or nearly all the evils of my chequered life. You know Fielding's

Parson Adams.
My sermon on Feby 22 was so well received that a subscription was

directly opened for its publication. But such triflers are our Printers

that I know not when they will be able to publish it. The name of

Washington may recommend it, but such has been their negligence

that the time for selling is lost. The story is growing old and two

courts have passed.

I am afraid my dear Magdalen will suspect my affection for her.

I did write her once but I felt so much I did not like to write her

again. Her happiness is very dear to me. I have sent some little

pieces of mine to Mr. Wilkings with design that Mrs. Toomer should

have a copy if she desired it. Perhaps they may assist her medita-

tions.

My capacity for travel is not to be boasted of. A stiff inflexible

knee that deprives me of the use of one leg, a dislocated hip and a

leg at least four inches shorter than nature made it. So helpless that

I cannot put on my own clothes. I must go in a carriage, but into

that I must be lifted. On my way hither often did I descend from

my car to avoid jolts. But on crutches I cannot contend with rocks

nor walk over them. So I shall get jolting enough for a life of one

hundred years. The worst is—rocky bottoms of rivers and steep

banks. Terrible are the many things in the perspective; yet if life

be spared I mean to make the attempt as soon as possible. I hope
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to be with you in October. Is it possible to get anything for preach-

ing in your town? But I fear the asthma will find me out there.

However, I propose to try it. I wish very much you could get $50

on loan, and even on interest to be transmitted to Dr. Say, of Phila-

delphia. It is for a very particular purpose and can be replace

within the year. I had sent some money there, but my last sum-

mer's misfortune obliged me to recall it. I have no douDt that Major

McRee would lend it. Please tell the Major I am glad to find he is

so well settled and that I wish him to write me.

I have heard our Cousin James Moore made a sale of land to

Gov. Blount, who is dead. I fear James made a bad bargain. How-
ever I think he should write without loss of time to Willie Blount,

Esqr. I take him to be a man of candor and he will probably secure

the property. The heir of Col. Wm. Davies should likewise appear or

employ some attorney. Lands are not saleable but so many tricks

are played that great attention is necessary to prevent chicane. Two
of my horses have died and another is runaway, tho. I hope he may
be recovered. So according to the old saying one single misfortune

rarely happens to a man. If I think of Wilmington, I must be often

at the sound—and I must endeavor to be concerned in some little

business. I can eat your meat but must wear my own clothes. I

must also have a servant and should keep a horse for exercise as I

cannot walk much'through the sand. In your letters you rarely men-
tion any of my old friends. What has become of Lillington's family?

Shaw ; Jno. Moore ; Major Sam Ashe, the General's son, and my old

friend Gov. Ashe, Mr. Heron, etc., etc. If it please God, I shall have
not a little pleasure in seeing my old friends once more.

Yet, I know not why, I feel as if I should never reach that place.

I lament very much that I can so seldom declare the Word of God
in public. A clergyman who reasons admirably, preaches here every

other Sunday. The house he preaches in has an earthen floor, so I

am afraid to go into it either to speak or hear. I did preach in a

tavern the other Sunday, but the Methodists have taKen the alarm
and as the house is theirs, they preach every other Sunday, so that

I am cut off. This silence grieves me. Yet I am not idle. I weekly
publish some moral essay or advice in the papers. More serious

pieces I attempted but they have been laid aside as too solemn for

their readers, that is, their publishers. So I try always that I can
do some good. My carriage is so shattered by the fall, and worn
out like myself by time, that to buy another I suppose will be cheapest.

Heavy, heavy, are my losses, but they do not depress my spirits. I

still have a hope that I shall be supported so as not to suffer want.

Yet it is not long since a clergyman was suff'ered to languish out of

the world in an * * * Pray beg Mr. Wilkings to enquire if Mr.

Jno. Caldwell, lately from Ireland, merchant, be in New York or not.
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He had ten Guineas for me, sent by my cousin in Ireland. I drew

for the money to pay my surgeon, and I have written him three times

but no answer can I yet obtain. God of his infinite mercy grant us

all his protection and blessing that we may all meet around his

throne in the fulness of eternal joy. Amen.
Alfecty. yours,

ADAM BOYD.

The orator of Congress makes a vacancy of happiness in Heaven.

Is it possible that such a body could pass unnoticed such a denial of

everything sacred?

The last of this series of letters is dated ISTatchez, December

30, 1802. It requests Dr. DeRosset to send him (Boyd) his

certificate of membership with the Masonic Lodge—states

that he was initiated in January, 1764. It is evident then

that he died after the date of that letter or later than the date

assigned in my Press in I^Torth Carolina in the Eighteenth

Century.
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An Early Fourth of July Celebration

By Adelaide L. Fbies.

If any one should ask you when the Fourth of July be-

came a national holiday, what would you say ? From the very

first, or at least as soon as American Independence was es-

tablished ? Well, you are wrong, for the ^'Glorious Fourth"

is not and never has been a national holiday ! As a matter

of fact, the United States has no national holiday; neither

the Fourth of July nor Washington's Birthday, nor any

other, for to make it national in a strict sense, would mean

that Congress had so declared it, and that Congress has never

done. In early years it set apart certain days as Days of

Fasting and Humiliation, or Days of Thanksgiving, according

to circumstances, but these were for the special occasion only,

though the custom lingers in the annual Proclamation of the

President appointing Thanksgiving Day. But to make the

President's Proclamation effective rests with each State,

which has either provided for it by legislative enactment, or

follows it with a Proclamation from the Governor. Legal

holidays as affecting the Post Office and National Banks ?

Set apart by State Law, the national Government having

recognized them by providing that the legal holidays of each

State should apply to Post Offices and Banks therein.

The actual age, therefore, of the Fourth of July observance

varies with each State, and here again a great surprise awaits

us. In the city of Philadelphia, the birthplace of the Declara-

tion of Independence, the anniversary was celebrated from

1777 on, but the State of Pennsylvania did not make it a

legal holiday until 1873. No, that is not a printer's mistake

—it was actually one hundred years, less three, before Penn-

sylvania formerly recognized her most highly prized anniver-

sary, and the legislatures of other States took the same step
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even later, though each State and Territory now has the

Fourth of July as one of its legal holidays.

So far as is known, the first celebration of the Fourth of

July by legislative enactment, took place in North Carolina

in 1783. That was the year in which peace began to smile

once more upon the war-weary but victorious colonies. In

ISTovember, 1Y82, the Commissioners of the Colonies and of

England had met in Paris, and (most reluctantly, no doubt)

"his Britannic Majesty acknowledged the United States of

America free. Sovereign and Independent, and for himself,

his Heirs and Successors, relinquished all claims to the Gov-

ernment, proprietary and territorial rights of the same;"

hostilities to cease as soon as England and France had come

to terms on their own account. jSTews travelled slowly in

those days, the Atlantic cable had not been dreamed of, and

a "wireless" was beyond the reach of the wildest imagination,

so we may imagine the courier carrying his dispatches to the

nearest sailing vessel, the slow progress of that little craft

across the storm-tossed wintry Atlantic, the copying of the

dispatches, and their transmission by courier again to each

of the thirteen States. When the word finally reached N"orth

Carolina, on April 19, 1783, the Legislature was in session,

and with great gratification Governor Alexander Martin com-

municated the good news to that body.

Eleven days later another dispatch arrived, this time a

Proclamation from Congress "declaring the cessation of arms

as well by sea as land;" and orders were given for the release

of prisoners of war, etc,

A great wave of rejoicing and gratitude thrilled through

the Legislature, and before it adjourned it recommended the

Statewide observance of the Fourth of July, "as a day of

Solemn Thanksgiving," and called upon the Governor to issue

a Proclamation to that effect. A MS. copy of this Proclama-

tion has recently been found:
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"State of ITorth Carolina,

By His Excellency Alexander Martin, Esquire, Governor

Captain-General and Commander-in-Cliief of the State

aforesaid.

A PROCLAMATION

"Whereas the honorable the General Assembly have by a

Resolution of both Houses recommended to me to appoint

the fourth of July next being the anniversary of the declara-

tion of the American Independence, as a Day of Solemn

Thanksgiving to Almighty God, for the many most glorious

interpositions of his Providence manifested in a great and

signal manner in behalf of these United States, during their

conflict with one of the first powers of Europe : For rescuing

them in the Day of Distress from Tyranny and oppression,

and supporting them with the aid of great and powerful

allies: For conducting them gloriously and triumphantly

through a just and necessary War, and putting an end to the

calamities thereof by the restoration of Peace, after humbling

the pride of our enemies and compelling them to acknowledge

the Sovereignty and Independence of the American Empire,

and relinquish all right and claim to the same : For raising

up a distressed and Injured People to rank among independ-

ent nations and the sovereign Powers of the world. And
for all other divine favors bestowed on the Inhabitants of the

United States and this in particular.

"In conformity to the pious intentions of the Legislature

I have thought proper to issue this my Proclamation direct-

ing that the said 4th Day of July next be observed as above,

hereby strictly commanding and enjoining all the Good Citi-

zens of this State to set apart the said Day from bodily

labour, and employ the same in devout and religious exer-

cises. And I do require all Ministers of the Gospel of every

Denomination to convene their congregations at the same

time, and deliver to them Discourses suitable to the important

occasion recommending in general the practice of Virtue and



AN EAELY FOURTH OF JULY 125

true Religion as the great foundation of private blessing as

well as National happiness and prosperity.

Given under my hand and the gTeat Seal of the State at

Danbury the 18th day of June in the year 1783 and seventh

year of the Independence of the said State.

ALEX. MAETIIT,
God save the State."

By his Excellency's Command.

P. Henderson Pro Sec."

In October, 1783, the representatives of the United States

in Congress assembled, issued a Proclamation calling upon

the people to observe a Day of Thanksgiving, for the Lord

"has been pleased to conduct us in safety through all the

perils and vicissitudes of the War," and "in the course of the

present year hostilities have ceased, and we are left in the

undisputed possession of our liberties and Independence."

But to these causes for gratitude were added thanks "for plen-

tiful harvests," "the light of the blessed Gospel," and "the

rights of Conscience in faith and worship," and the date

appointed was not the Fourth of July but the second Thurs-

day in December, that being the month in which the annual

Thanksgiving Day was then celebrated.

^Nowhere was the news of Peace more gladly received than

in little Salem, IST. C, and Governor Martin's Proclamation

for the Fourth of July was willingly obeyed. On the time-

yellowed page of Pastor Peter's diary stands the full account

of the observance of the day, no gunpowder, no accidents,

but a "sane Fourth" that left the little village refreshed and

strengthened for the new life just beginning.

Early in the morning the sleeping people were aroused by

the sweet strains of trombones, playing appropriate chorals.

Then a large congregation assembled in the prayer-hall,

where the "Te Deum Laudamus" ^vas chanted, the minister

preached a beautiful sermon on the blessing of peace, and the

choir sang "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
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good will toward men." In the afternoon another service

was held, largely choral, and the full text is preserved in the

:old diary aforesaid. Picture to yourself that large upper

room, with its sanded floor, and the men and women seated

on opposite sides, in the old-fashioned way. In front, to the

minister's right, would be the little girls, with their white

caps tied under the chin with pretty pink ribbons. Behind

them the older girls, wearing white linen caps and cherry

ribbons ; behind them again the older women, their linen

caps tied with light blue or pink or white as circumstances

required. To the left were the boys and men; and for this

occasion two choirs led the singing, many of the stanzas

being composed expressly for this day. Listen

!

FiKST Choie.

Peace is with us ! Peace is with us

!

People of the Lord.

V Second Choie.

Peace is with us ! Peace is with us

!

Hear the joyful word

!

All.

Let it sound from shore to shore

!

Let it echo evermore

!

Men.

Peace is with us

!

Women.

Peace is with us

!

All.

Peace, the gift of God !

Choir.

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad

;

Let all the land pray to Him and sing praises to His name

;

For He hath done glorious deeds

;

He hath done mighty deeds ! Selah

!



AlSr EAELY FOURTH OF JULY 127

All.

Full of joy our hearts are singing

And to our God thank-offerings bi-inging,

For His great miracle of Peace

!

Far and wide the war was spreading,

And terror by its side was treading,

To daunt us and our woe increase,

And little else was heard

Than foe and fire and sword,

Need and sorrow.

How often I cried, anxiously

:

"Look down, oh God ! and pity me !"

Choie.

The Lord is a mighty warrior ; Jehovah is His name.

He causeth war to cease in all the earth.

Because the miserable are distressed, and the poor cry,

I will arise, saith the Lord ; all soldiers must drop their hands.

For I will arise, saith the Lord ; they must put dowm their

hands.

All.

Oh, Rest that softly cometh.

So gracious and so blest

!

We hail it with rejoicing.

For we in Peace may rest!

Redeemed from present sorrow,

And trusting for tomorrow.

Secure from every foe

Thy flock may come and go.

All.

Pour out Thy richest blessings now
Wide as the clouds of heaven

;

From churches, homes and governments

Be every evil driven

;

Give blessed peace in Christendom,

Let godly fear and concord come

To reign in every nation.

Oh God of all creation!

These and other hymns were sung by choirs and congrega-

tion, and at length a stately Hallelujah Chorus closed the

celebration of the Fourth of July, one hundred and thirty

years ago.

Winston-Salem, I^. C, April, 1913.

6
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An Appeal to the Daughters of the Revolution

The Daughters of the Revolution, and those interested in

raising the Ellen Wilson Memorial Fund, should feel most

sympathetic towards one another. It is the noble object of

both to perpetuate the goodness of the human race—and what

could be more beautiful or glorious ?

As it has been stated at numerous times since the Ellen

Wilson Memorial Fund was first agitated, the object of the

Fund is to establish scholarships which may be used by those

mountain boys and mountain girls whose parents have located

in such places where the population is thin, and the advant-

ages for getting on, almost lacking. Mrs. Wilson sympa-

thized with these youths, and through her own efforts estab-

lished scholarships, that is, as far as she was able to do it.

And it is peculiarly fitting for the splendid organizations

such as that fdstered by the Daughters of the Revolution to

be turned to, in the general appeal to enlarge this Fund, and

make it a factor in strengthening and the upbuilding of our

nation.

It may interest the Daughters of the Revolution to know,

in trying to incur their good will and high favor, that those

striving to raise the Fund wish each contributor to feel a

part of the Memorial. On this account, it has been decided

to make it possible to have private memorial scholarships

given and named by the contributor, but being a part of the

Ellen Wilson Memorial Fund, so that the Memorial will be

the dominating spirit which will exert influence, not only

for the time being, but forever. A contributor to this fund

is one of the powers who will help to make of us a civilized

nation, and by lending one's energy and time to this project

one necessarily becomes a world-wide influence, which will

be good so long as the civilized world maintains the right

standards and ideals. And that is also one of the obligations

that we shall all have to recognize and shoulder.
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If tlie Daughters of the Revolution will manifest their

interest by contributions, and kindly speaking a good word

for the cause, it will not be a surprise to those who make

this appeal—the Daughters of the Revolution have always

maintained a stand of this sort. It is on this account the

appeal is made with a genuine feeling that it will be met

with co-operation and hearty response.

In regard to the organization of the Ellen Wilson Memo-

rial, a word may be said. The Honorary President is Mrs.

Thomas R. Marshall; the Honorary Vice-Presidents:

Mrs. W. J. Bryan.

Mrs. L. M. Garrison.

Mrs. T. W. Gregory.

Mrs. A. S. Burleson.

Mrs. J. Daniels.

Mrs. F. K. Lane.

Mrs. D. P. Houston.

Mrs. W. C. Redfield.

Miss Agnes Wilson.

The Administrative Board is

:

Mrs. W. S. Elkin, Chairman.

Mrs. Preston Arkwright, Vice-Chairman.

Mrs. Thomas H. Latham, Secretary.

Mrs. Archibald Davis, Treasurer.

The Memorial Committee is composed of State Presidents,

as follows

:

Mrs. John B. Knox, Alabama.

Mrs. Fred AUsop, Arkansas.

Mrs. Thomas P. Denham, Florida.

Mrs. H. C. Cunningham, Georgia.

Mrs. Edmond S. Delong, Kentucky.

Miss Ella F. Hardie, Louisiana.

Mrs. Harris E. Kirk, Maryland.
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Mrs. Charlton H. Alexander, Mississippi.

Mrs. Wade Childress, Missouri.

Mrs. R. J. Reynolds, ISTorth Carolina.

Mrs. Kibben Warren, Oklahoma.

Miss Euphemia McClintock, South Carolina.

Mrs. David Fentress, Tennessee.

Mrs. E. T. Rotan, Texas.

Mrs. W. C. Marshall, Virginia.

Mrs. Stewart W. Walker, West Virginia.
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Resolutions of Respect to the Memory of Mrs.

Annie Moore Parker, wlio died June, 1915

In Memoeiam.

Whereas, God in His all-pervading love and wisdom, lias

removed from the blessings and sorrov^s of the earthly home

to the greater joys of the higher life, our beloved member

Mrs. Annie Moore Parker:

Therefore Be It Resolved,, That the ISTorth Carolina So-

ciety, Daughters of the Revolution deplores the loss sustained

by her removal from our midst.

That they realize the immensity of their loss in the death

of such a faithful and loyal member, vt^hose noble example,

^vhose exceptional bravery, will ever be an inspiration to all

other members. Her home was ever at the disposal of the

Daughters, where we frequently gathered in counsel, and her

patience at all times knew no flagging.

That her absence will be felt in our meetings and her guid-

ance missed.

To her family in this hour of affliction we offer our warm-

est sympathy.

That these resolutions be spread upon the minutes of the

Society and a copy sent to the family.

MARY HILLIARD Hi:^^TOE',

MRS. JAMES E. SHEPHERD,
MRS. PAUL H. LEE,
MRS. JOHI^ E. RAY,

Committee.
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Genealogical Queries and Answers

Hill—Hopkins. I am anxious to find out the names of

Margaret Hill's father and mother. Margaret Hill married

Alexander Joyce about 1790, and they lived in Eockingham

County, N'orth Carolina, after their marriage, but I think

she came from Stokes County, ISForth Carolina. Alexander

Joyce's mother was a Miss Hopkins, a descendant of Stephen

Hopkins, of Ehode Island, and I am anxious to trace to that.

If any one can give me any information on this line I shall

greatly appreciate it. Address Mrs. J. W. Jones, Martins-

ville, Virginia.

Howell—Lewis. Can anyone give any information of the

present hereabouts of the portrait of Mary Howell, mother of

Howell Lewis, of Granville County, North Carolina? She

was the daughter of John Howell, Gentleman, and wife of

Colonel Charles Lewis, of ''The Byrd," Goochland County,

Virginia. This was taken when she was sixteen and was

at one time in the possession of the mother of Miss Mildred

Lewis Rutherford, of Georgia, her lineal descendant, then it

was later at "Wyanoke," the home of her descendants, the

Douthats, in Virginia. A picture of it is to be found in

"The Barons of Potomac and the Rappahannock," by the

late Dr. Moncure D. Conway. Also can any reader of The

Booklet furnish the names of the children of James Lewis,

son of Colonel Lewis and Mary Howell, his wife, who set-

tled in Granville County, !North Carolina, in Colonial days ?

He married a Miss Taylor. Any information on these sub-

jects will be gratefully accepted. Send reply to Editor of

The North Carolina Booklet, Raleigh, North Carolina.
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Biographical Sketches

Biographical Sketches of the following writers, whose

articles appear in this issue of The Booklet, have been written

by Mrs. E. E. Moffitt and published in the order given below

:

Marshall DeLancey Haywood, The BooUet, Vol. VIII, 1.

Stephen B. Weeks, The Booklet, Vol. IX, 1.

Adelaide L. Fries, The Booklet, Vol. IX, 4.



DO NOT SEND ORDERS TO OTHER STATES—THE BEST
CAN BE HAD IN RALEIGH

Engraved Weddmg Invitations

Announcements

Visiting Cards

Approved Styles—Finest Material

The Only Completely Equipped Steel Die and Copperplate Engraving Plant in
North Carolina. Special Attention Given Engraving of

BOOK PLATES AND COATS OF ARMS

Write for Samples and Prices

Edwards & Broiightoe Priotmg Company
Printers, Publishers and Stationers
Steel Die and Copperplate Engravers

,N. G.

Book Designers, Printers

and Binders
ALL DEPARTMENTS MANAGED BY

ARTISTS IN THEIR LINE

Booklets, Magazines
Catalogues, Historical Pamphlets, etc.

have uniform care

Legible Type faces, Best Paper Stock, and Skilled Experience

produce the best in Printiag

We can help you, and will be delighted to serve you

Commercial Printing Company
115-117 South Salisbury St. RALEIGH, N. C.



The De Luxe Clothier 226 Fayetteville Street

Guaranteed Clothings Shoes, Hats, Furnishings

Uniforms, Leather Goods

"COME AND SEE IS ALL WE ASK."

THE STORE OF QUALITY

Dobbin-Ferrall Company
123-125 Fayetteville Stbeet

RALEIGH, N. C.

North Carolina's Leading and Largest
Dry Goods Store

Dry Goods of all Kinds and Kindred Wares. Ready-to-Wear Gar-
ments for Women, Misses and Children. House Furnishing Goods,
Carpets, Rugs and Curtains. Shoes and Millinery.

HERE IS YOUR CHANCE
LIVE FOLKS CAN MAKE GOOD MONEY

SOLICITING SUBSCRIPTIONS TO

fej> = lanli
Write Quick. Circulation Department, SKY-LAND,

HENDESSONVnXE, N. O.

H. STEINMETZ, Florist

RALEIGH, N. C.

Beautiful Cut Flowers for all occasions.

Exquisite Wedding Bouquets and Floral Designs.

Palms, Ferns, and all other kinds of House and Out Door
Bedding Plants. A large collection of

HYACINTHS, TULIPS, DAFFODILS
and Other Nice Bulbs for Fall Planting

All orders given prompt and personal attention. Write for quotations



"it's wobth the ditfekence"

ALEIGH, N.C.

WOBKEB IN AETISTIC PHOTOQBAPHY

Negatives on file of most all North Carolina's Famous Men

CAMERON PARK
The Finest Residence Property

in the State

THE
PARKER-HUNTER REALTY COMPANY

SELLING AGENTS

USE

Sold 'most Everywhere For HEADACHES

Also Good for Colds and Grippe

It's Liquid- Easy to Take —

—

Quick Relief



DIAMONDS WATCHES

CLOCKS, SILVERWARE, CUT GLASS AND EVERYTHING
PERTAINING TO JEWELRY SUITABLE FOR

PRESENTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS.

Jolly-Wynne Jewelry Company
128 Fayetteville Stbeet RALEIGH, N. C.

King-Crowell Drug Company

RALEIGH, N. C
Rexall Agency Huyler's Candy

J. C. ELLINGTON
Fine Pictures, Frames

Art Novelties, Wall Paper

Window Shades

Elmbroidery Materials, Wools, Zephyrs, Mirrors

RALEIGH, N. C.

FOR NORTH CAROLINA BOOKS
WRITE

ALFRED WILLIAMS
& COMPANY

RALEIGH. N. C.

EVERYTHING IN BOOKS

Thos. H. Briggs

& Sons
RALEIGH, N. C.

^he ^ig Hardware e5^en

BUY KEEN KUTTER KNIVES

Thomas A. Partin Company
131 Fayetteville Street RALEIGH. N. C.

Dry Goods, Ladies' Furn-

ishings and U^ovelties

Prompt Attention Given to Local and

Mail Orders

Established 1879

W. B. MANN & CO.
(incorporated)

QROCERIES
No. 1 1 EAST HARGETT ST.

RALEIGH, N. C.

J. R. FERRALL & CO.

Groceries

222 FAYETTEVILLE ST.

RALEIGH, N. C.



NORTH CAROLINA SOCIETY, DAUGHTERS OF THE
REVOLUTION

Your Ancestry Can Be Carefully Traced

The Colonial Records of North Carolina, Records of Different States

and Counties, family papers, State histories and biographies,

will be diligently examined for parties desiring to

have their ancestry traced.

Fee for Such Researches, $7.50 to $10.00

According to Difficulty of Research

(Not less than $7.50 paid with order)

Write for particulars, enclosing stamp for reply, to

Miss Sakah W. Ashe, Hillsboro St.

Miss Sophie Manly Grimes, N. Wilmington St.

(Genealogists for N. C. Society D. R.,)

RALEIGH, N. C.

TED

Coats-of-Arms painted, decorated with helmet, lambre-
quin, etc., and enclosed in passe partout, ranging
from $12.00 upwards

Same style and size, but unframed, ranging from 10.00 upwards
A painted Coat-of-Arms, without helmet, lambrequin,

etc., unframed, ranging from 5.00 upwards

India Ink drawing of Arms 5.00
Searches for Coats-of-Arms, including (if found) a

small sketch of the arms 8.(X)

Book plates designed.

Write for particulars, enclosing stamp,

Miss Mary Hilliabd Hinton,

"Midway Plantation,"

Raleigh, Nobth Carolina



THE NORTH CAROLINA

Historical Commission

ESTABLISHED BY CHAPTER 767,PUBLIC LAWS OF 1903

AMENDED BY CHAPTER 714, PUBLIC LAWS OF 1907

PURPOSES

(1) To collect, (2) to preserve, (3) to publish original sources

of North Carolina History

Your Co-operation Invited

The Commission occupies the only modern, fireproof depository

for historical records in North Carolina

MEMBERS

J. BRYAN GRIMES, Chairman..Raleigh, N. C.

W. J. PEELE Raleigh, N. C.

T. M. PITTMAN Henderson, N. C,

M. C. S. NOBLE Chapel Hill, N. C.

D. H. HILL Raleigh, N. C.

SECRETARY

R. D. W. CONNOR Raleigh, N. C.

Address all Comniunications to the Secretary



IF YOU WILL SEND US A POSTAL
and mention the North Carolina Booklet,

we will send you

Three Free Sample Copies of The Progressive Farmer

The Progressive Farmer should be read by every North Carolina man
or woman who owns or operates a farm, and every farm

owner should see that all his tenants read it.

'In incre ased produdlion and valuation of farm qpou DD rvr'DUCCIVl? l?ADli/fPD
and ^ock, the Progressive Farmer has made me lilH/ ri\UljtVl^OOi V £/ rAlViVlLK.
$100 to every Dollar I have paid for it," says J. _ » t t-.»..".tx -».t ^
M. Parris, Jackson County, N. C. RALEIGH, N. C.

JUST OUT

"In Aecient Albemarle''
By CATHERINE ALBERTSON

With Five Illustrations

Cloth, $1.25 net ; Postpaid, $1.35

This beautiful volume is bound in buff and blue Vellum de Luxe,
and in workmanship and design is a triumph of the printer's art.

A FEW TESTIMONIALS OF THE SUBJECT-MATTER.
"I am delighted to hear that the fugitive historical papers of Miss

Albertson are to be collected and published. All I have seen are
written in a luminous style, are accurate and highly interesting.
They will be appreciated by all who love to know the history of our
State."

—

Kemp P. Battle, LL.D., President Emeritus, University of
North Carolina.

"I am very glad indeed to know that the historical articles which
Miss Albertson has been writing for the State papers are to be put
in book form. I feel that your Society will render a distinct service
to the Albemarle section and to the whole State by giving Miss Albert-
son this recognition and encouragement. She has done much to rescue
from oblivion much of the tradition and history of a section that has
been peculiarly rich in noble deeds and heroic service."

—

N. W.
Walker, Professor of Secondary Education and State Inspector of
Public High Schools, University of North Carolina.

"I am very glad to know that Miss Albertson's Sketches and Essays
in North Carolina History are to be put in permanent form. I laiow
of nothing that has appeared in our newspapers more worthy of
preservation in a book, following faithfully as they do our Colonial
Records and embodying the best traditions of our State's history that
have come down to us. Having read the papers as they originally

appeared, I shall value the book all the more."

—

Collier Col>b, Pro-
fessor of Geology, University of North Carolina.

Address

NORTH CAROLINA SOCIETY DAUGHTERS OF THE
REVOLUTION

Caee miss MARY HILLIARD HINTON, Regent
Midway Plantation, Raleigh, N. C.

limited edition please obdeb at once



BROCKWELL KEY COMPANY
RALEIGH, MORTH CAROLINA

We make all kinds of keys. Send sample by mail and we duplicate

and return the same day. We are prepared to make any quantity

—

one or one thousand. Yale, Sargent, Corbin, Lockwood, Norwalk,

Russell and Erwin, Branford, Eagle, Reading, Penn, and all other

makes.

A Big Factory for Making and Duplicating Keys Right Here in

North Carolina








